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In this Spread: Blair Buffington, Director of Choral Activities, leads attendees in the Wesleyan Hymn at the conclusion 
of the Winter Commencement, December 9, 2021.

On the Cover: Steven ’83 and Jill Howe pause for a photo with family and IW Student Success Center staff during 
the ribbon cutting for the newly-renovated Success Center. For the full story, see page 15. Front row, left to right: 
Desmond Armstrong ’21 (Student Success Coach), Helen Howe ’81, Marlenne Arreola (Student Success Coach). Back 
row, left to right: Jim Howe, Christine Plunkett (IW President), Jared Samms (Student Success Coach), Jill Howe, 
Steven Howe, Katie Aranda (Associate Dean of Student Success Initiatives), Sheila Payne (Director of Accessibility), 
David Wendt (Director of the Writing Center).
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IW CELEBRATES 180 YEARS

180 Years
of Transformational 
Education
Iowa Wesleyan University Celebrates Founders Day
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IW CELEBRATES 180 YEARS

Iowa Wesleyan University celebrated 
180 years since its founding on February 
17, 2022.  This historic celebration 
was marked by the invitation of past 
presidents along with their spouses to 
campus for a roundtable discussion, 
providing an opportunity for reflection 
and reconnection.  The roundtable 
consisted of the 27th President, William 
N. Johnston, Ed.D., the 29th President, 
Steven E. Titus, J.D., Ph.D., their 
spouses Susan and Sara, the current 
President, Christine Plunkett M.B.A., 
and her husband, John Watson.  The 
event was moderated by Dr. Carol 
Nemitz ’56, L.H.D. ’03, who has been 
closely affiliated with IW through each 
of the three presidencies represented in 
the roundtable.

Each panelist reflected on the 
challenges and successes of their time at 
Iowa Wesleyan, illustrating the changes 
within the instituition and the realm 
of higher education.  The presidential 
spouses were also invited to share their 
perspective, providing a unique insight 
into the importance of their role.  In 
asking each of the presidents to discuss 
their most significant accomplishments 
from their time at Iowa Wesleyan, Dr. 
Nemitz emphasized that “we need to 
keep in mind that in our 180 years, many 
presidents came before and they built on 
the accomplishments of those previous… 
all that have come before us, we need to 
be very appreciative of.” 

Missed the 
Roundtable?
Scan the QR code or visit the 
IW YouTube page to watch 
online!

https://iw.edu
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2021-2025 Strategic Plan
FutureREIMAGINING OUR

ACADEMIC INNOVATION

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSIT Y | SPRING/SUMMER 20225

As the higher education leader for Southeast Iowa, Iowa 
Wesleyan University will continue to provide relevant liberal 
arts and science degree programs with an engaging experience 
for all students, while preserving its historic commitment to 
diversity and inclusion. In carrying out its mission, the University 
will serve as a catalyst for regional economic development 
through innovative partnerships with area schools, government, 
healthcare, businesses, and industries.

Our Vision
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ACADEMIC INNOVATION

RESPOND TO CHANGE
Maintain an awareness of significant shifts in the external 

environment that may impact the University and respond with 

innovative solutions.

1

ACADEMIC ENTREPRENEURSHIP
AND INNOVATION 
Provide an enriched academic experience that prepares students to 

achieve their highest aspirations.

2

HUMAN AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
Modernize campus facilities and improve the infrastructure 

and technology to support the University’s mission. Strengthen 

financial sustainability through enrollment, development of human 

resources, and fundraising initiatives.  

3

CAMPUS CULTURE OF EXCELLENCE, 
SUPPORT, COLLABORATION AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY
Inspire a campus culture of excellence that empowers employees 

and students to hold themselves and each other accountable and 

inspires creativity, innovation, and professional growth.

4

Strategic Themes

The Strategic 
Plan is Online
Scan the QR code to 
read the 2021 - 2025 
Strategic Plan in its 
entirety, or visit 
www.iw.edu/2021-
2025-strategic-plan

IW.EDU 6

https://iw.edu
https://iw.edu
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ACADEMIC INNOVATION

An Emphasis on
Regional
Development

After two years of seeking a 
partnership, Iowa Wesleyan University 
entered into the Southeast Iowa Higher 
Education Alliance (SIHEA) with 
Southeastern Community College 
(SCC) in early 2021.  Since then, both 
institutions have been working to serve 
the region in various ways through the 
Alliance. Community development, 
increasing visibility of both institutions, 
and generating more significant funding 
for programs and support systems have 
been undertaken by the Alliance.

Community Development
Since the formation of SIHEA, 

the two institutions under the Alliance 
have worked diligently to expand 
the educational opportunities within 
Southeast Iowa.  In particular, a newly 
recognized need to support our local 

communities in new ways has led 
the Alliance to enhance its efforts in 
Keokuk, Iowa.  

“Much of my focus on the 
Alliance over the past few months 
has been on regional economic 
development,” noted Derek Zander, 
Vice President for Advancement 
and Athletics.  “With help from 
Board Member Christie Vilsack, 
L.H.D. ’99, we were able to line up a 
community meeting in Keokuk with 
many of the city’s leaders, including 
representatives from the school system, 
YMCA, library, daycare, Chamber of 
Commerce, labor union, hospital, and 
others. The overarching message from 
this group, quite literally, was a request 
that we engage within the community 
to help ‘break the cycle of poverty.’”  
Since these initial meetings, several 

programs directed 
toward the youth 
in Keokuk have 
been lined up, many 
of which focus on 
athletics through the 
YMCA.  Athletes 
from IW have begun 

engaging with Keokuk students ranging 
from kindergarten through high school 
through various athletic programs, 
inviting them to start thinking about 
college as early as possible.

Through the Alliance, additional 
community meetings are being planned 
in other cities across the Southeast Iowa 
region, including Washington, Fairfield, 
Fort Madison, and Muscatine.  Zander 
stated, “While each city will have 
different needs and interests, we see this 
kind of engagement as an important 
part of the economic and workforce 
development mission of our new SIHEA 
partnership. In addition, this depth of 
engagement in regional communities 
will ultimately serve to grow enrollment 
at both SCC and IW.”

“We see this kind of engagement as 
an important part of the economic and 
workforce development mission of our 
new SIHEA partnership”
Derek Zander ’11
Vice President for Advancement and Athletics

“The overarching message 
from [Keokuk, Iowa], quite 
literally, was a request...to help 
‘break the cycle of poverty.’”
Derek Zander ’11
Vice President for Advancement and Athletics

SIHEA Progress Report
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In addition to athletic engagement, 
SIHEA has established a new program 
for the Keokuk Community School 
District, extending to all schools in its 
district, to award “SIHEA Student of 
the Month” throughout the school year.  
This program recognizes students who 
illustrate good attendance, compassion, 
responsibility, and an overall good 
attitude toward others.  Recognized 
students will receive a certificate as 
well as SCC and IW merchandise.  In 
the spring of each year, all recognized 
students and their immediate families 
will be invited to “Keokuk Student of the 
Month Day,” providing an opportunity 
to take campus tours, meet with 
professors and current college students, 
and learn about potential scholarship 
opportunities.

An Increase in Visibility
With the realization that many 

families in the region are not considering 
college as an option, the Alliance has 
increased marketing and visibility 
efforts to invite families and potential 

students to recognize the benefits of a 
college education.  This visibility has 
been achieved on a local level through 
increased community engagement, 
connections with schools in the region, 
and the creation of a SIHEA website, 
which can be found at scc.iw.edu.

On a broader scale, IW President 
Christine Plunkett has spoken on the 
popular higher ed-focused podcast, 
Higher Ed Advisor, about the benefits 
of connecting athletics with academics.  
President Plunkett also emphasized the 
importance of both institutions being 
student-ready and supporting students 
who may not have initially planned 
to attend college due to their family’s 
financial and educational background.

 President Plunkett also presented 
at the 2022 Council of Independent 
Colleges Conference in a panel titled 
“Alternatives to Merger: New Models for 
Sustainability and Growth,” citing how 
IW and SCC created a partnership as 
opposed to merging, which has allowed 
both institutions to support one another.  
Through this presentation, President 
Plunkett proposed an alliance as a 

solution for institutional sustainability 
and economic development in several 
rural regions across the country.

 
Funding Programs and 
Support Systems through 
Congressional Partners

To continue to fund programs and 
support systems at Iowa Wesleyan 
through the Alliance, SCC has 
connected IW with a successful grant 
writing company, Congressional 
Partners.  The partnership focuses 
on identifying federal funding that 
both institutions could apply for and 
potentially receive. 

 “Iowa Wesleyan and Congressional 
Partners have been hard at work 
identifying grants that would assist in 
supporting our student population,” 
noted Zander. “Thanks to Congressional 
Partners, we have already been 
awarded funds to help upgrade campus 
technology while delivering educational 
courses to a select group of institutions 
in our region.” 

Transfer students Allyson Gibson ’21 (left) and Lillian Hardcastle ’21 (right) pose 
with pennants at the SCC Campus in Keokuk, Iowa.

Mary Hofmann ‘16 (right), SCC/IW Alliance Advisor, 
helps SCC students navigate the process of 
transferring to IW.

https://iw.edu
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Celebrating 
75 
Years
of Art
at Iowa Wesleyan

While the Department of Art 
was only officially added to the Iowa 
Wesleyan catalog in 1947, visual art 
has been a part of IW’s liberal arts 
curriculum nearly since its founding.  
As early as 1854, students have enjoyed 
drawing and painting courses.  In the 
near-century that followed, the visual 
art offerings expanded to include Art 
History as well as other mediums, such 
as oil painting, pastels, and watercolor.  
Despite continuous growth, it wasn’t 
until the post-World War II era, as 
America became the center of art for 
the Western World, that studio art 
and art education became a focus for 
the IW campus.  It was during this 
time that the Art Department made 
a home at the Harlan-Lincoln House 
and the first program chair of the Art 
Department, Carl Fracassini, carved 
his name into the first-floor window 
facing the Chadwick Library.  In 
1949, the program graduated its first 
student, Archie Euwer, who would go 
on to become a teacher and have his 
paintings exhibited in the Anchorage 
Museum and at the University of 
Alaska.

Since the early days of the 
Art Department, Iowa Wesleyan 
has expanded its artistic outreach, 
inviting artists to display their work 
in the campus art gallery located in 
the P.E.O. Memorial Building and 
encouraging community members 
to view the displays and attend 
artist lectures.  “That’s something 
that I think has enriched not just 
the education of our students, but 
also the community,” stated Ann 
Klingensmith, retired Professor of Art 
and Art Gallery Director.  “We try to 
encourage everyone to engage with an 
artist.”

The Shifting Angles of Art
The presence of art at Iowa 

Wesleyan has been constant yet 
changing.  After the 2013-14 academic 
year, Iowa Wesleyan reevaluated its 
art program, removing the Studio 
Art major to place a greater emphasis 
on the changing technologies in 
visual and graphic design.  This 

shift in the art program was further 
emphasized by the changing of the 
Visual Communication and Design to 
Digital Media Design (often referred 
to as DMD) in the 2016-17 academic 
year.  “I feel like art has just evolved so 
much that we have to be progressive,” 
stated Roy Manfredi, Digital Media and 
Design Instructor.  Despite the shift in 
name and focus, Manfredi emphasized 
that the curriculum still teaches students 
many beloved facets of traditional art.  
“What we do now, it’s obviously not 
exactly the same [as studio art] but a lot 
of the concepts really are the same.  We 
don’t ever want our students to be under 
the impression that you can properly do 
digital art without an understanding of 
the core concepts of traditional art.” 

Many students who complete the 
program find themselves grateful for 
the adaptability the program teaches.  
Dillon Galer ’20 noted, “You always 
have to know what’s up, you always 
have to be up to date, and you have to 
adapt.  I feel like people think that art 
is just sitting around and coloring, but 
it’s so much more than that…I didn’t 
realize how much everything kind 
of bounces off each other, like how 
painting affects my printmaking or how 
printmaking impacts my photography.  
I think this program really prepares 
students for that.”  In addition to the 
emphasis on a multimedia approach to 
art, the program shows students that the 
influence of technology doesn’t replace 
traditional art forms.  “Something that 
we learn about in photography is that 
we’re going through our own kind of 
change in art,” noted Manfredi.  “Before 
photography was invented, painting was 
more important.  Yet photography never 
replaced painting, it just changed the 
functionality.  Art never gets replaced, it 
changes, it shifts.”  Don Jones, Professor 
Emeritus, added, “The process itself 
makes you realize, all this work, all this 
process that had to be gleaned by all 
these people, it’s amazing.”

The Iowa Wesleyan Art Department 
believes that art is still not only relevant, 
but more important than it may have 
been historically.  Klingensmith stated, 
“We as residents of planet earth are 

Abby Dameron ’24 adds brilliant red touches to an art project.
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Dave Stuntzner, Iowa Wesleyan ceramics 
instructor, demonstrates how to properly center 
clay on a pottery wheel. (from the Iowa Wesleyan 
Croaker, 1975-76)

Ann Klingensmith, M.A., M.F.A., Professor of Art and Art 
Gallery Director, works with Nena Matthews ’19 in the 
Hershey West Computer Lab.

Art students take in situ (on location) studies of 
architecture and artwork in Old Main.

bombarded with images every day, 
hundreds even before our second cup 
of coffee.  I think by studying visuality, 
studying art, we become more keen and 
accurate.  We don’t talk about it much, 
but it’s an information literacy.”  

An Art Family
In addition to the skills involved in 

learning art, the department fosters a 
sense of community even beyond the 
major.  “I feel like the art major isn’t the 
largest,” stated Galer.  “But just thinking 
about all of the stuff that gets pushed 
out [by the art students].  Everyone 
kind of forms around the arts here, 
even if that’s not their major, so I think 
it’s just always there for people.”  Iowa 
Wesleyan University prides itself on the 
community and relationships it is able 
to build across and within each program.  
However, the Art Department provides 
a unique opportunity for students and 
faculty to connect and build meaningful 
relationships.  Tracee Guzman ’13 
claimed that transferring to IW “was like 
coming home.”  Guzman emphasized 
how important the relationships she 
built at IW were and she continues to 
meet with her classmates and professors 
each summer for an informal summer art 
camp.  “It wasn’t like a school setting,” 
Guzman recalled.  “It was like an art 
family, and they’re still my family today.”

Students participate in a variety of 
projects, many of which are collaborative, 
encouraging students to learn how to 
operate within a team.  Galer stated, 
“Your classmates become your friends, 
and when you work on projects, it’s like 
you’re the Avengers where you each 
have your own talents or specialties 
which kind of shows how everybody 
can work together.”  Galer recalled 
creating the first video for The Wesleys 
(Tiger Athletics annual awards show) 
and the excitement it generated across 
campus and among the athletes in 
particular, “When we made The 
Wesleys, I remember how cool it felt, 
having the opportunity to watch how 
excited students got seeing themselves 
in that way.   That’s part of art.”  Galer 
also emphasized the importance of the 
University as a whole supporting student 
art.  “A big thing here is that student 

art gets featured.  We’re not afraid to 
use students’ work in marketing or to 
promote the Art Gallery.  Where else are 
you going to get that experience?”

Outside of collaborative work, the 
professors within the program offer 
significant guidance and support to 
students.  “Don and Ann quickly became 
my mentors,” noted Guzman.  Guzman 
said she had an interest in becoming an 
illustrator at a young age; however, she 
lost sight of this goal as she got older.  It 
wasn’t until Ann Klingensmith suggested 
that Guzman consider going into 
illustration that she considered pursuing 
it.  “It’s like I was waiting for somebody 
to sit me down and tell me, ‘you should 
go into illustration.’”  Guzman has since 
illustrated one published children’s book 
and is preparing for her second to be 
released.

Celebrating a Milestone
The celebration of 75 Years of Art 

offers an opportunity to reflect on the 
impact the program has had on the 
campus and community.  “We have 
brought a lot of art to campus and 
continue to do so,” noted Jones.  “Just in 
the P.E.O. Building alone, art galleries 
have been happening since before 1969.  
There was always an invitational show 
at IW.  There were shows going on then 
as well as really nice art exhibitions. 
When you see art, it’s just you and that 
piece having a conversation.  The whole 

delivery system of visual arts is just 
incredible.”  Guzman added, “I really 
think IW makes a presence for itself.  
I’m always pointing [my students] to my 
alma mater. I’m very proud.”

Iowa Wesleyan University is excited 
for the opportunity to celebrate 75 Years 
of Art throughout 2022! 

https://iw.edu
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Iowa Wesleyan University was 
pleasantly surprised to discover that 
over 50% of its student population, as 
well as a significant number of its staff 
and faculty, are first generation college 
students and graduates.  Since early 
2020, IW has been boosting initiatives 
focused on supporting first generation 
students through increased classroom 
discussions, a growing emphasis on 
supporting student success, and the 
introduction of Tri-Alpha to the IW 
campus.  

David Wendt, Director of the 
Writing Center, led the initiative with 
support from the Student Success 
Center.  Wendt emphasizes the 
importance of providing students 
with the ability to connect and build 
meaningful relationships on the Iowa 
Wesleyan campus, stating, “We really 
do have a significant number of first 
gen students and many who come from 
pretty serious backgrounds.  I think 

that many times if they don’t connect to 
someone early in their experience, they 
have a greater propensity to drop out.”  

While IW, as a whole, has been 
increasing the support available for all 
students, a special emphasis has been 
placed on creating resources specifically 
for first gen students.  Nathan Hough, 
Assistant Professor of Psychology and 
Chair of the First Gen Committee, 

stated, “When these students come into 
college, they don’t have the resources to 
know how to apply for financial aid or 
navigate student housing.  There’s a lot 
of information that their parents can’t 
help them navigate through, so they’re 
struggling to launch into their academic 
careers.  By placing an emphasis on 
creating a program for students to be 
a part of, that’s going to give them the 
resources so that they can succeed from 
that first semester.”  Wendt adds that 
first gen students have a tendency to be 
overlooked because they need support 
navigating the college landscape, noting 
that “there are certain barriers they have 
that other students don’t because they 
don’t have that foundation.  All they 
need is some support.”

In November 2021, Iowa Wesleyan 
participated in its first annual First 
Generation College Celebration Day.  
This celebration was intended to initiate 
conversation among students, faculty, 
and staff about what it means to be 
first generation college students while 
also encouraging students who may be 
struggling to ask for help. 

“I believe that Iowa Wesleyan wants to be known not just 
as a place for students to launch their careers or play 
sports, but a place to provide them with opportunities.”
Nathan Hough
Assistant Professor of Psychology & Chair of the First Gen Committee

Over
50%
of the current IW student 

population are
first generation

college students.

A Celebration of Being
First Generation
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Iowa Wesleyan University is excited 
to establish a new partnership with TEL 
Education to help lower the barriers 
to higher education, particularly for 
underrepresented and rural high school 
students.  IW and TEL officially signed 
as academic partners on November 3, 
2021.

TEL Education is a non-profit 
curriculum and educational technology 
organization dedicated to providing 
innovative and affordable online dual-
credit courses to high school students, 
making college more accessible to 
underrepresented demographics and 
communities. Through the partnership, 
TEL will provide its catalog of 
mastery-based, online general education 

Making Education Accessible
Partnership with TEL Education

course materials and work with Iowa 
Wesleyan administration and faculty to 
customize TEL content to align with 
the University’s specific academic and 
program goals. High school students 
can access affordable dual credit and 
experience Iowa Wesleyan’s commitment 
to student success with this expanded 
catalog.

IW President Christine Plunkett 
stated, “I am very excited about this 
partnership; it’s right up our alley in 
terms of working with a population of 
underrepresented students who lack 
access to education.”  Dr. DeWayne 
Frazier, University Provost, added, 
“Access to education is one of the key 
factors in serving underrepresented 
groups, and one of the best ways 

to do this is through keeping costs 
affordable.  TEL Education and I have 
the same goal of providing access and 
empowering students.  The partnership 
is built on multiple synergies of the two 
organizations.” 

Iowa Wesleyan had previously 
worked closely with TEL by offering 
online self-paced instruction courses 
to current students.  Through the 
new partnership, IW will serve as the 
school of record for TEL to provide 
online college courses to high school 
students for enhanced dual enrollment 
opportunities. As a school of record, 
Iowa Wesleyan will work closely with 
TEL to review the curriculum and assess 
learning outcomes. 

https://iw.edu
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DECEMBER 2021 GRADUATION

On December 9, 2021, Iowa 
Wesleyan University celebrated its 
December Graduation Ceremony.  
IW was excited to recognize 38 
undergraduate and nine graduate 
students, eight earning their Master 
of Arts in Management Leadership 
degrees and one student earning a 
Master of Education in Curriculum and 
Instruction degree.

During the opening ceremony, Iowa 
Wesleyan Board of Trustees Chair 
Robert Miller ’83, D.B.A. ‘97, retired 
the former Chain of Office, which has 
been in use since 1970, and presented 
President Christine Plunkett with the 
new medallion designed to match the 
university mace.  The President wears 
the Chain of Office during formal 
academic events, including convocation 
and commencement.  The retired 
medallion will be maintained in the IW 
Newsom Archives as a historical artifact.

IW also celebrated the presentation 
of the Presidential Award for 
Outstanding Merit to Val C. Sheffield, 

M.D., Ph.D., for his work throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  Dr. Sheffield 
and his lab team formed a strategic 
partnership with IW in the summer 
of 2020 to provide rapid-result saliva 
testing, often providing students with 
their test results as quickly as the same 
day.  This partnership with Sheffield 
Labs allowed IW to continue to 
conduct regular and accurate testing 
on campus, ensuring the safety of its 
students and employees.  Dr. Sheffield is 
an internationally recognized leader in 
human molecular genetics and genomics.  
His laboratory at the University of Iowa 
explores novel treatments for human 
diseases, including blindness, diabetes, 
and cancer.

While graduates were asked to 
limit the number of family members in 
attendance, the ceremony was live-
streamed through the Iowa Wesleyan 
YouTube channel and is still published 
for viewing.  Congratulations to all of 
the December graduates for persevering 
and thriving! 

Iowa Wesleyan 2021 December Graduation

Walk of Honor

Top (left to right): Austin McBeth, Colby Carter, and Ben 
Thomas. Bottom: Bridgette Johnson. 

Left to Right: Carmalitta Baum, Cristian Garcia, Jose Baldo Gonzales, 
Paige Kammerer, and Ariel Smale.
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Top Left to Right: Sabrina Miller, Lois Skubal, Neha Verma, and Destiny Stetson. Top Right: Carmalitta 
Baum. Center Left: Dr. Val C. Sheffield addresses the graduating class. Center: Board Chair Bob Miller 
presents President Chris Plunkett with the new Chain of Office. Center Right: Oluwatosin Adediran with 
his father. Bottom Left: Minami Matsumoto and Michael Noonan pause for photos following the ceremony. 
Bottom Right: Primae Voces performs, conducted by Blair Buffington, Director of Choral Activities.

https://iw.edu
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Strengthening Student Success Initiatives

Steven and Jill Howe
Student Success Center

Iowa Wesleyan University has made 
it a mission to commit significant efforts 
toward increasing student resources, 
especially in the area of academic 
support.  The Student Success Center is 
a crucial component of Iowa Wesleyan 
University’s continued efforts to 
positively impact the higher education 
landscape in Southeast Iowa. Over 
the past two years, Iowa Wesleyan has 
devoted significant staffing and financial 
resources to expanding university-wide 
student success initiatives.   President 
Christine Plunkett stated, “For us, 
student success is not just about 
graduating with a 4.0 GPA and getting a 
high paying job out in the industry.  For 
us, student success ties into the mission 
of the University; we have a phrase 
within our mission statement that says 
‘meaningful lives and careers.’  We’re 
not just trying to turn out students who 
are going to go earn a six-figure income 
in a certain career, we want students to 
go out into the world who are global 
citizens, who do service learning, who 
work in their communities, and who 
are happy in their careers. The Student 
Success Center focuses on all of those 
aspects, not just ‘are you getting ‘A’s in all 
of your classes.’”

Steven ’83 and Jill Howe have 
provided a generous gift of $240,000 
to fund initiatives to support the 

Student Success Center.  The 
Howe family is passionate 
about student learning and 
supporting all students with 
their unique needs.  Steven 
Howe is the son of Stan 
and Helen Howe ’81, who 
have been dedicated and 
instrumental philanthropic 
partners of IW.  The Howe 
Student Activity Center on IW’s campus 
is named in their honor.  Steven Howe 
stated, “When we heard about the 
intention behind the Student Success 
Center and the good work already being 
done there, we were moved by the deep 
sense of caring it represents for students. 
The Student Success program provides 
the kind of resources that give them the 
very best chance of getting the most out 
of their experience in higher education.”  
The Center will be renamed Steven and 
Jill Howe Student Success Center in 
recognition of their generosity.

Katie Aranda, Associate Dean of 
Student Success Initiatives, stated, 
“I’m excited for our students to have 
additional support services, and this gift 
will enhance what we’ve already been 
building.  When I started in the spring 
of 2017, we had a staff of three.  We 
worked around the clock to connect with 
students and give them the support they 
needed.  It’s inspiring to see how the 

staff has grown, and this gift will help 
support that growth and lead to other 
resources for students.”  The Center 
now boasts a full-time staff of eight, all 
focused on supporting students from the 
day they make their enrollment deposit 
through their academic journey at IW.  
“We have created a strong community 
in our Center, and it’s a place for our 
students to feel at home,” said Aranda.

“As Iowa Wesleyan welcomes an 
increasing number of first generation 
and economically and ethnically diverse 
students, our Student Success Center has 
become the cornerstone of our work to 
increase retention and graduation rates,” 
President Christine Plunkett stated.  “We 
are grateful to Steven and Jill for their 
generous support of this program, and 
we are proud to name our Center in their 
honor.  Their commitment represents an 
investment in our students and allows us 
to enhance our efforts to influence and 
shape future generations.” 

“We have created a strong 
community in our Center, and 
it’s a place for our students to 
feel at home.”
Katie Aranda
Associate Dean of Student Success Initiatives
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National Management Resources Commits $250,000 Gift

Alice Kaye Royer
Estate Bequest of  Over $400,000 Establishes New Vocational Scholarship

Iowa Wesleyan University has 
partnered with National Management 
Resources since 2001 for its facilities, 
maintenance, landscaping, and 
housekeeping services.  In recognition 
and appreciation of Iowa Wesleyan’s 
longstanding and ongoing relationship 
with National Management Resources, 
the firm has committed a generous 
gift of $250,000 to support campus 
improvements and student retention 
initiatives.  Andrew Wilson, President 
of National Management Resources, 
stated, “National is proud of our 20-
year partnership with Iowa Wesleyan 
University and the opportunity to 
support their initiatives to enhance the 
campus and the student experience.”

The gift will support facility 
enhancements on campus as a result 
of the University’s enrollment growth 
and the switch back to the National 

Iowa Wesleyan University has 
received a $462,388 bequest from the 
Estate of Alice Kaye Royer to establish 
the William Lee Royer and Alice Kaye 
Snider Royer Scholarship. The income 
from the Royer Scholarship fund will be 
used to provide scholarships to students 
who are contemplating vocations in 
either United Methodist, Christian, or 
Presbyterian denominations. A Wesleyan 
education’s emphasis on reasoning, 
problem solving, and communication 
prepares graduates well for graduate 
school including seminary. Many majors 
and the emphasis on service prepare 
graduates for vocations in music and 
youth leadership as well.

Mrs. Royer had a passion for 
education and has also generously 
established scholarship funds at Fairfield 
Community High School in Fairfield, 
Iowa; Davis County Community 
High School in Bloomfield, Iowa; 

Association of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(NAIA). The University will relocate 
its weight room from the basement of 
McKibbin Residence Hall to the first 
floor of the Howe Student Activity 
Center.  This renovation will create a 
more central location for this important 
space, making it easier for all students 
to access it. In addition, this relocation 
will connect the weight room to the 
University’s athletic training facility, 
wellness center, and the hub of Tiger 
Athletics.  “The core of our mission 
at Iowa Wesleyan is to provide an 
exceptional student experience that 
allows our students to maximize their 
potential,” said Derek Zander ’11, 
Vice President for Advancement and 
Athletics. “Athletics has experienced 
unprecedented growth over the past 
several years, and this renovation will 
directly support nearly 450 student-

athletes competing in 18 intercollegiate 
athletic programs.”

This renovation will also relocate the 
conference center on the first floor of 
the Howe Student Activity Center.  In 
keeping with donor intent, these spaces 
will be relocated to the second floor of 
the Howe Student Activity Center and 
will continue to bear the names of the 
loyal donors and friends who made them 
possible.  

“We are extremely grateful for our 
partnership with National Management 
Resources and their commitment to 
supporting our University mission and 
initiatives,” said Iowa Wesleyan President 
Christine Plunkett. “Our campus is 
beautiful, safe, clean, and welcoming 
because of this partnership, and it is a 
source of great pride not only for those 
of us within the community but also for 
the residents of Mount Pleasant.”  

and Garrett–Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois.

Her connection to Iowa Wesleyan 
was as sister-in-law to the late, long-time 
professor of English, Mildred Bensmiller,  
and as “Aunt Kaye” to Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Communication, 
Bob Bensmiller ’73.

Mrs. Royer was born in Fairfield, 
Iowa, on April 2, 1928. She graduated 
from Fairfield High School and Parsons 
College. She married William Royer 
on September 16, 1947. Alice Kaye and 
William traveled the world extensively 
during his career as an electrical engineer 
while Alice Kaye taught in international 
schools. In their married life they visited 
59 countries. Two of their posts were 
Saudi Arabia and Moscow, Russia.

Mrs. Royer passed away August 1, 
2021 at the age of 92, in Burlington, 
Iowa, where she had lived for the last 30 
years. 

Alice Kaye Royer’s generous bequest establishes 
the William Lee Royer and Alice Kaye Snider 
Royer Scholarship. The Royer fund will provide 
scholarships to students considering vocations 
in United Methodist, Christian, or Presbyterian 
denominations.
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JOY CONWELL

Almost anyone who has worked 
in the J. Raymond Chadwick Library 
within the last 20 years could express the 
impact Joy Conwell had on their lives.  
While most of the campus community 
knew Joy as one of the first people 
they saw upon entering the Chadwick 
Library, many individuals who had the 
opportunity to work directly with her 
will express her generosity and desire to 
learn.  Brianna Enearl ’19, Circulation 
Associate, was a work-study student 
under Joy.  Enearl noted, “Joy was like a 
grandmother to everyone who worked 
at the library, like a family away from 

A Touch in Every Walk of Life
Joy Conwell: September 25, 1952 - October 25, 2021

home. She was just a really good person 
to work for and work with, and she was 
always there for everyone.”

Joy came to the Iowa Wesleyan 
Chadwick Library in 2001 and spent 
a significant amount of her career 
supervising student workers.  “Joy loved 
youth,” stated Ed Conwell, Joy’s husband 
of 47 years.  “In everything she did, she 
was involved with young people.  During 
the last 20 years, her focus had been on 
Iowa Wesleyan students.”  Many of the 
student workers who were supervised by 
Joy remember her best for her support 
and encouragement.  Logan Scholtus 

’17 noted, “Joy 
was always an 
advocate.  She 
would know 
what you were 
passionate about 
and push you to 
get out of your 
comfort zone 
to follow your 
passions.”  Elijah 
Johnson ’18 
added, “Joy had 
a calming nature 
about her and 
was very caring.  

“Joy loved youth. In everything 
she did, she was involved with 
young people. During the last 
20 years, her focus had been on 
Iowa Wesleyan students.”
Ed Conwell
Husband of Joy Conwell

Talking to her made me feel like I knew 
her for the majority of my life.  She was 
far more than just someone who was my 
supervisor at the library.  She was my 
friend; someone I could depend on who 
would invite me to her home when I 
needed something.  She always saw the 
best in me, even when I didn’t necessarily 
see it in myself.”

In addition to her work at the front 
desk, Joy also had a passion for history.  
Enearl recalled, “She would always have 
fun facts about Iowa Wesleyan to share.  
She knew everything about Wesleyan.”  
Joy spent a lot of time organizing 
the archives to help preserve IW and 
community history.  Off campus, Joy also 
provided guidance to several students 
who participated in the Mount Pleasant 
school’s National History Day.  

The celebration of history was not 
the only way Joy involved herself in the 
community.  Joy served on the Mount 
Pleasant School Board as well as the 
Old Threshers Board for several years.  
Scholtus noted, “She wanted everybody 
to feel connected in some way.”  It wasn’t 
uncommon for Joy to host pizza parties 
for the student workers in the library or 
invite students to her home for communal 
gatherings.  Kaitlyn Fedler ’16 noted, 
“Joy really cared about what was going 



IW.EDU 18

JOY CONWELL

on in my life, both in and out of IW.”  A 
sentiment that rang true for many of the 
students who knew Joy, she encouraged 
students to be involved to help them 
reach their full potential.  Johnson added, 
“She was probably the most caring 
person that I’ve ever met in my entire 
life.  She didn’t care what you looked like 
or what your past was.  She saw more in 
you than you saw in yourself.  She saw 
everyone for the best they could be, not 
just what they were in that moment.  
Just having had the chance to be around 
her was a blessing.”  As Fedler stated, 
“There’s going to be a great hole at IW, 
not that there can’t be another great 
person in that role, but nobody can ever 
replace Joy.”

Joy Conwell passed away on October 
25, 2021, at Park Place Elder Living 
in Mount Pleasant, Iowa.  While she 
will be missed, her legacy and impact 
will continue through the students and 
community members who knew her.  
Paula Wiley ’11, former  Director of 
the Chadwick Library, may have put 
it best:  “The most important impact 
she ever had was the impact she had 
on individuals and when you put 
those individuals together, it’s a huge 
community of people.”  

“[Joy] saw more in you than you saw in yourself. 
She saw everyone for the best they could be.”
Kaitlyn Fedler ’16

(left to right) Longtime friends and colleagues Paula Kinney and Joy Conwell 
at the Old Threshers Log Village in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, circa 1980.

(left to right) Former J. Raymond Chadwick Library Director, Paula Kinney and Joy Conwell confer 
amid a sea of reshelving carts at the Chadwick Library in 2008.

Joy Conwell in the International Room of the Chadwick Library.

https://iw.edu
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Staying Positive
Asaivien McWilliams ’24

Asaivien McWilliams came 
to Iowa Wesleyan University in 
the Fall of 2020, having been 
recruited to play football with 
the goal of becoming a therapist 
and helping his family to have a 
better quality of life.  McWilliams 
is the middle child of three 
brothers.  Even though neither of 
his parents nor his older brother 
went to college, McWilliams 
noted, “I always wanted to go to 
college regardless of whether I’d 
receive a sports scholarship.”  He 
had considered colleges near his 
home in Richmond, Virginia, but 
opted for Iowa Wesleyan because 
“it’s farther [from home].   I can 
stay focused and it’ll teach me 
how to become independent.  You 
really have to learn to do things 
on your own.  No one is going to 
beg you to get up and go to class 
or practice.  All of that is on you.  
It’s all about dedication and being 
willing to do it.”

Since coming to Iowa 
Wesleyan, McWilliams has 
worked to spread his positivity 
across campus, particularly with 
his team.  “Everyday in practice 
when the coach tells me to break 
down the huddle, I always say to 
stay positive,” stated McWilliams. 
“My life motto is to stay positive.  
I don’t like to think about the 

negative or bad things.”  McWilliams 
notes that a lot of his positivity comes 
from the support of his mother.  “My 
mom was always there for me and made 
sure I was at every practice.  She was 
my number one supporter, in and out 
of school.  I try to stay positive and 
maintain good grades because of her.  
She deserves it.”

Outside of football, McWilliams 
is a member of the Behavioral Science 
Club and enjoys participating in the 
many activities the club hosts.  He is also 
excited to inspire others to go to college 
and get involved, noting that his little 
brother had never considered college in 
his younger years but is now preparing 
to go to college in the fall.  “There are 
big opportunities for first gen students, 
including showing others that they can 
do it regardless of if their parents or 
family went to college.  You can really set 
an example for someone behind you.” 

“You really have to learn to 
do things on your own.  No 
one is going to beg you to 
get up and go to class or 
practice.  All of that is on 
you.  It’s all about dedication 
and being willing to do it.”
Asaivien McWilliams ’24

“My mom was always there 
for me and made sure I was 
at every practice... I try to 
stay positive and maintain 
good grades because of her.  
She deserves it.”
Asaivien McWilliams ’24
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Finding Support in 
Community
Allison Craff ’23

In January 2020, Allison Craff ’23 
came to Iowa Wesleyan as a non-
traditional, first generation college 
student.  Despite coming to Iowa 
Wesleyan with the intention of majoring 
in educational studies, Craff found a 
passion for psychology.  During her 
freshman year, Craff notes that she kept 
to herself until one of her professors, 
Nathan Hough, encouraged her to 
explore her interests by starting an 
Art Club.  Craff noted that “having 
that support from professors, it lifts up 
someone so much that they can start 
making those steps on their own.  It’s 
really touching just how much progress 
and change I have made.”

Craff noted that getting started in 
college was particularly challenging due 
to her being a first generation student 
coming out of the foster care system.  
“School was never prioritized,” she 
noted.  “It was just kind of like ‘either 
you go or you don’t.’” With the lack of 
direction towards higher education, Craff 
struggled to find support and knowledge 
to get started, specifically noting how 
difficult the FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid) was.  Craff 
specifically recalls having a social worker 
within the foster care system helping 
her fill out her FAFSA.  “I don’t think I 
could have done it without her.”

Despite the challenges, Craff stated, 
“The biggest thing that has made an 
impact on me has been the community 

that’s on campus.  Going from doing 
nothing and isolating myself to being 
a Teaching Assistant (TA), being a 
tutor, a member in three clubs, and 
an Resident Advisor (RA), you get 
connected to so many students and 
faculty members as well.  The fact that 
I can have the opportunity to build 
these connections and relationships 
with these people is fantastic… 
Education, in general, has given me 
so many opportunities that I would’ve 
never had if I had not chosen to go 
beyond what was expected.”  Craff 
holds officer positions in IW Hands, a 
service-focused club of which she is the 
secretary, and Art Club, which Craff 
relaunched and is currently serving as 
President.  Additionally, she has spent 
significant time volunteering with 
the International team on campus, 
particularly during breaks when most 
other students leave campus.

After graduating, Craff plans to 
continue her schooling with the long-
term goal of completing her doctorate.  
“I think the biggest thing to remember 
is that our minds are a lot more powerful 
than we think.  If we set a goal, we can 
reach it.  It’s just a matter of actually 
taking the steps and effort to achieve 
it.  It’s not impossible to get your degree 
here just because you’re first gen.  You 
can go to college.” 

“Education, in general, 
has given me so many 
opportunities that I would’ve 
never had if I had not chosen 
to go beyond what was 
expected.”
Allison Craff ’23

https://iw.edu
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TIGER ATHLETICS

2021-2022
Athletics Recap

Football
In his first full season at the helm of 

IW Football, Head Coach M.D. Daniels 
led the Tigers to a 2-9 record with a 
show of promise for the future.  The Air 
Raid offense tallied 2,669 passing yards. 
Freshman quarterback Gavin Esquivel 
had an outstanding season for the Tigers. 
Esquivel broke the single-game passing 
touchdown school record, tossing for eight 
touchdown passes in the Homecoming 
game win over Crown College.  Esquivel 
also garnered NAIA Player of the Week 
honors for his eight passing touchdown 
performance as well as all-conference 

honors.  Jaden Harris, Kaden Henley, and Major Niccum all 
received all-conference honors as well.  Harris had 38 receptions 
for 641 yards in the season.  Henley tallied six interceptions while 
also having seven pass breakups and 32 tackles for the season.  
Major Niccum tallied 87 totals tackles on the season with 58 of 
them being solo tackles. 

Men’s and Women’s Soccer
IW Men’s Soccer wrapped up their second 

season under the leadership of Jorge Sierra 
Galeas, and their first as a part of the NAIA 
and Continental Athletic Conference.  Carlos 
Mateo Moreno had a stellar season leading the 
team in goals, finishing with six for the season. 
Mateo Moreno also had a recording-breaking 
performance recording nine points in a single 
game to break the IW record.  Xavier Lozada 
tallied four goals for the Tigers over the course 
of the season.  Alvaro Morera was terrific in 
net for the Tigers, recording 98 saves over the 
course of the season. 

IW Women’s Soccer had a historic season as 
the team qualified for the Continental Athletic 
Conference Women’s Soccer tournament, the 
first IW team of the new NAIA era to do so. 

The team finished 5-10-1 for the season to be the fourth and 
final team to qualify for the conference tournament.  Several 
Tigers received all-conference honors for their performances 
over the course of the season. Jacqueline Campos and Giovana 
Pedrassani received 2nd-team all-conference honors and Ingryd 

M.D. Daniels, Head Football 
Coach, speaks to Major Niccum 
during the 2021 Homecoming 
game.

Laura Rincon lines up 
a shot as the Women’s 
Soccer team competes 
against Faith Baptist 
Bible College.

Lima and Desire’ Adams received honorable mention.  Campos 
earned four goals, three assists, and 11 points this season while 
leading the team in shots taken with 37.  Pedrassani led the 
Tigers with 18 points, and tied the school record of 8 assists in 
a single season.  Pedrassani also recorded five goals.  Lima was a 
crucial member of the Tigers’ defense this year, preventing many 
breakaway attempts from opponents.  Adams was the leading 
scorer this season for IW, racking up six goals.

Volleyball
IW Volleyball completed their first season as a part of the 

NAIA and Continental Athletic Conference.  It was also the first 
season under the new head coach, Ashley Baldassarre.  Malie 
DaMate had a fantastic season for the Tigers as she led the team 
in kills, tallying 149 kills for the season.  Emily Gehring also had 
a great year as she was not too far behind with 140 kills.  Lindsay 
Fernandez led the team in assists for the season with 194.  Kyra 
Linkin ’25 led the team with 352 digs for the season.

Men’s and Women’s XC
Men’s and Women’s Cross Country made history in their 

return to the NAIA. Lone returner, Allison Morris, received 
Conference Runner of the Week once during the season. 
Newcomers Faith Younce ’25, Tony Johnson II, and Logan 
Lucas also received Conference Runner of the Week honors. 
Younce received honors twice during the season.  The Tigers set 
records at the Continental Athletic Conference Cross Country 
Championships, with both teams becoming the fastest teams 
in IW history.  Younce and Lucas also received 2nd-team all-
conference honors for their performances at the meet. 

Men’s and Women’s Golf
IW Men’s and Women’s Golf had several top finishes for 

their fall season.  Both teams had their best finish at their home 
invitational with the men’s team winning it and the women’s 
team finishing in a close second.  Karli Kirchner finished in the 
top 15 in all of the fall invitationals including two second-place 
finishes.  Trace White turned in four top 15 finishes including 
a second-place finish.  For their spring CAC Championships 
event, the men’s team placed second and the women’s team placed 
fourth.  White led the men’s side, securing a sixth place finish by 
shooting 237 over the three-round tournament.  Aubrey Duncan 
led the women’s side, shooting 172 over the two rounds to take 
ninth place.
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Men’s and Women’s Basketball
IW Men’s Basketball secured a fourth place 

finish at the CAC Championships in February, 
which was hosted in Ruble Arena on IW’s 
campus.  Marvin Bateman and Carver Locke 
were both named to the CAC all-tournament 
team.  Joey Brown, who averaged 14.8 points 
per game for the Tigers this season, was named 
first-team all-conference.  Locke and Bateman both received 
honorable mention recognition.

Iowa Wesleyan Women’s Basketball had an incredible 
season.  They not only secured a regular-season and conference 
tournament championship, allowing them to enter the opening 
round of the National Tournament, but they also dominated the 
CAC postseason awards and broke records on the way.  Head 
Coach, Steve Williamson, was named this year’s CAC Women’s 
Basketball Coach of the Year.  Kyla Moore was named the 
CAC Player of the Year, Co-Defensive Player of the Year, first-
team all-conference, to the all-tournament team, and earned 
NAIA All-American honorable mention recognition. Breanna 
Wendland was also named first-team all-conference and to the 
all-tournament team.  Maci Kuchta was recognized as all-
tournament also. Brittany West was named Most Outstanding 
Player at the CAC Championships, to the all-tournament team, 
first-team all-conference, and the CAC Newcomer of the Year. 
In the Tigers’ final game, West broke the school records for most 
three-pointers scored in a single game and most points scored by 
an individual in a single game.  West drained 11 three-pointers, 
breaking the previous record of 10, and tallied 39 points, breaking 
the previous record of 37.

Men’s and Women’s Wrestling
Men’s Wrestling finished their season at the Heart of America 

Conference Championship on February 19.  Brent Ward secured 
a fourth place finish in the 157-pound weight class. Caelen 
Shannon walked away with a fifth place finish and Wyatt Nelson 
took sixth place. The Tigers ended their season 3-3 in duals. 
Their largest margin of victory came on December 8 when the 
Tigers defeated Fontbonne University 44-3.

Women’s Wrestling had an outstanding season in their 
NAIA debut. The Tigers secured third place overall as a team at 
the Heart of America Athletic Conference Championships on 
February 26. Mia Palumbo ’25 and Adaugo Nwachukwu took 
first place finishes individually. Alaina Sunlin ’24 and Joanna 
Vanderwood both secured second place finishes and Destiny 
Campbell took third place. All of these individuals secured 
all-conference recognition. IW sent six women’s wrestlers to the 
NAIA National Invitational in March. Palumbo, Nwachukwu, 
Sunlin, Vanderwood, Campbell, and Zoi Smith represented 
Iowa Wesleyan. Two freshmen 
had incredible performances with 
Nwachukwu leading the way, 
winning Iowa Wesleyan’s very 

first National Championship for wrestling. 
Nwachukwu was also named the Most 
Outstanding Wrestler at the invitational. 
Palumbo also had a historical performance, 
securing Iowa Wesleyan’s first National 
Runner-Up finish in wrestling.

Softball
IW Softball had one individual receive All-Conference 

honorable mention honors this season. Kara Krieger accumulated 
34 hits with a .343 batting average and scored 21 times. She 
recorded six doubles and two triples along with 13 RBIs. The 
Tigers finished their season 7-26 overall and 0-6 in a tough 
conference.

Baseball
IW Baseball had an exciting year, finishing 

in third place at the CAC Championship 
tournament. Head Coach Blake Beaber was 
named this year’s CAC Baseball Coach of the 
Year. Luis Ayesa was named an All-Conference 
Starting Pitcher after earning a 7-3 record on 
the mound for IW. Cristian Cordero was named 
All-Conference Outfield and Derek Marrufo 
received honorable mention honors as a utility 
player. Cordero and Sage Bonner were named 
to the all-tournament team during the CAC 
Championships. The Tigers finished their season 
with a 21-30 overall record and 5-2 in conference 
play.

Men’s and Women’s Track & Field
Bri Hunter was the leader of Tiger Track and Field for both 

indoor and outdoor seasons. During the indoor season, Hunter 
took first place in the women’s shot put and was named first-
team all-conference at the North Star Athletic Association’s 
conference meet. Hunter qualified for the NAIA Indoor 
Nationals in this event, where she was able to place 16th in the 
entire nation. At the outdoor conference meet, Hunter walked 
away the champion in both the   women’s shot put and the 
women’s discus events. She qualified for the NAIA Outdoor 
Nationals in the shot put and ended the season 24th overall in 
the nation in this event.

Tigers in the Classroom
Tiger Athletics had 169 student-athletes finish the academic 

year with a cumulative GPA of 3.2 or higher. All of the student-
athletes combined averaged a semester and cumulative GPA 
over 3.0. Our women’s programs hold a semester and cumulative 

average GPA over 3.5. 

Brittany West ’22 holds the IW school 
record for three-pointers scored in a 
single game.

Drew Cook anticipates 
a pitch at the CAC 
Championships.

IW Women’s Wrestling at 
the Heart of America Athletic 
Conference Championships. 
Mia Palumbo ’25 and Adaugo 
Nwachukwu both took first place 
finishes individually.

https://iw.edu
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ALUMNI LOVE STORIES

A Blind Date for the 
Homecoming Dance 
Dave Helman ’71 & Cathy 
Garretson ’71 

 June 2, 2022, represents fifty years 
of our marriage, the relationship having 
begun at Iowa Wesleyan.  It went like 
this:

I (Dave) arrived as a freshman at 
Iowa Wesleyan and my new home was 
in the basement of Hershey Hall in late 
August of 1967.   Having attended high 
school in Maryland, I knew no one on 
campus.

While lifelong friendships remain 
with the rowdy bunch in the basement 
(known on campus as the cave), these 
guys did not know anyone either.

Enter, Tom McKinnon ’69 and Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity.  Ever the shy wall 
flower back in Maryland, the prospect of 
pledging a fraternity had not been on my 
radar. McKinnon saw otherwise.

I was “rushed” as they say and found 
myself a Phi Delta Theta pledge.  This 
meant social engagement beyond the 
cave, which in short order seemed 
inviting.

First up on the Fraternity and 
Sorority social calendar was the 
Homecoming dance.  Ever reserved and 
cautious in outreach to girls, I was at a 
loss as to what to do.  The brothers of 
Phi Delta Theta expected all pledges 
to have a date as this, along with sports 
and academics, was what my newfound 
Greek life was all about.

 Enter again, Tom McKinnon now 
having the duty of serving as my pledge 
father.  Tom knew his way around 
campus and was not burdened by 
shyness.  It seems he had developed a 

healthy network of contacts with sorority 
women and took his duty as pledge 
father to heart.

Before I knew it, I had a date to the 
Homecoming Dance with an equally shy 
but awesomely charming sorority pledge 
with Pi Beta Phi.  Her name, Cathy 
Garretson. Thanks, Tom, Phi Delta 
Theta, Pi Beta Phi, and Iowa Wesleyan 
College! 

Love of My Life
Joan (Tinghino) Grippo ’72 
& Gerald Grippo ’69 

It was the first month of my 
freshman year at Wesleyan and the most 
important place to meet people was 
at the student union.  Finding a seat 
at the student union during the busy 
times between class required you to play 
bridge.  You could sit if you either knew 
how to play or were willing to learn how 
to play ‘on the fly’ because others were 
there to teach you.

I was sitting with a senior who I had 
dated once because, of course, the senior 
men scoped out the freshman girls for 
new prospects to date.  I believe the ratio 
of men to women was 3 to 1 at Wesleyan 
and most colleges at this time.  The 
Vietnam War drove that statistic.  If the 

men went to college they weren’t drafted 
while they were in school.  The rush to 
meet girls was on!

Jerry Grippo sauntered over to the 
table at the student union where we 
were sitting and asked me about my 
roommate.  I had arrived at Wesleyan 
with my best friend from high school.  
She was, as the men on campus called 
her, ‘a looker.’   This was not surprising 
or new to me.  People, or I should say 
guys, asked me about her all the time.  
He wanted her information so he could 
ask her out I assumed.  I told him she 
was already dating someone, no surprise 
there since they were lining up outside 
the dorm to meet her since we had 
arrived on campus.

I had never seen or met Jerry before.  
He was a short Italian guy I thought 
with an attitude.  When I informed him 
she was already dating someone, his 
comment was flippant,  indicating that 
he could handle anybody she was dating.  
I believe his exact comment was, “Tell 
her I’m going to move in on her.”   Then 
he stalked off.   What did that mean?

Well, I can’t tell you how unexpected 
this comment was.  Shocked and 
completely amused, I came back to the 

Iowa Wesleyan
Love Stories

In the last issue of the Purple & White, 
we asked for your Iowa Wesleyan love 
stories, and you answered! Here are 
four heartwarming tales of romance on 
campus.

Left: (left to right) Gerald Grippo, Joan (Tinghino) 
Grippo during their college years at IW.

Above: Gerald and Joan today.
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dorm, found my roommate and told her 
of the encounter.  We were laughing so 
much, almost rolling down the hallways, 
our sides hurt!  Who was this short 
Italian who thought he could sweep 
away her current date?  We had the best 
laugh ever.

My roommate continued to date this 
same guy.  I, however, found my date to 
be NOT my type and actually someone 
with an attitude too. 

Sometime later, about 2 or 3 
weeks, I was back in the student union 
between classes learning how to play 
bridge.  Then in walks Jerry. He sits 
down with my new found friends and 
starts up a conversation.  They were 
upper classmates who had known Jerry 
for years.  I soon realized he had a 
wonderful sense of humor.  With each 
passing minute my thoughts about Jerry 
changed.  What a surprise because my 
view of him up until then was “what 
a jerk!”  He had everyone in the union 
laughing hysterically and comments 
kept coming like a stand-up comedian.   
Needless to say, after that encounter, 
he changed my attitude toward him 
completely.

I saw him soon after that and he 
asked ME out, not my roommate. 
Surprise! Surprise!  We were an item by 
Thanksgiving where he spent the day 
with my family along with some guys 
from the East Coast who couldn’t fly 
home.  They all had such a great sense of 
humor and he bantered with those guys, 
keeping my whole family in stitches all 
weekend.  He actually lived only a few 
miles from me in Chicago, but I was 
from the suburbs and would never have 
crossed paths with him back home. 

Once we knew each other well 
enough, I asked him about our first 
encounter and his explanation was the 
guy I was dating had an attitude as I 
found out.  That guy often said those 
exact words about women he wanted to 
date.  That was Jerry’s explanation for 
his “bad” behavior.  Jerry and I dated all 
through my freshman year and decided 
to get married when I graduated. 
However, we were not formally engaged 
until the end of my junior year. 

It was a long-distance relationship 

but lasted because I fell in love with 
his sense of humor becoming his best 
audience.  I fell in love with his large 
beautiful eyes and long eyelashes, his 
gentle ways, his drive to be the best 
person, his willingness to help others. 
Most importantly,  I fell in love with him 
for his superior typing abilities thanks 
to his mother urging him to learn.  He 
typed my freshman papers and I tell you 
I got all A’s thanks to him.  I couldn’t 
type with any accuracy and would 
never have gotten them in on time.  No 
word processors, no white-out, barely 
a backspace on the electric typewriters 
only starting over if you missed 
something, this would have done me in.

If you ask me, he fell in love with me 
because of my math ability.  He typed 
my papers and I helped him with his 
pass/fail math class since I got all A’s 
in my advanced math classes. As they 
said in Casablanca, “I think this is a 
beginning of a beautiful friendship,” and 
definitely a long relationship. We have 
been together for 54 years and celebrated 
our 50th wedding anniversary. 

Just a note, my roommate also 
married the 
man that she 
was dating 
those first 
couple of 
weeks of our 
freshman 
year.  I never 
minded being 
someone’s 
second choice 
because I got 
my first.

Married in IW 
Nursing Scrubs
Cassidy Hays-Kujala ’18 
& Hayden Kujala ’18 

Hayden and I met our first week at 
Iowa Wesleyan.  We were both freshmen 
and had an English class together in 
Pioneer Hall.  We started dating soon 
after; and later, got engaged in front 
of the water fountain in the Mount 
Pleasant town square.  On March 22, 
2016, we got married at IW in the 
chaplain’s office by Pastor Ron Bupp, 
surrounded by some of our best friends 
and fellow classmates.  Fun fact - I was 
actually wearing my IW nursing scrubs 
during our vows as I came directly from 
clinical to the ceremony.  We were so 
excited to be married, the details didn’t 
matter and it’s still one of our fondest 
memories.  We loved our time at IW and 
still consider it home.  Thanks to IW we 
not only found each other, but also met 
great friends who turned into family.

“Thanks to IW we 
not only found 
each other, but 
also met great 
friends who 
turned into family.”
Cassidy Hays-Kujala  ’18

Right: (left to right) 
Hayden Kujala and 
Cassidy Hays-Kujala 
today.

Far Right: (left to right) 
Cassidy and Hayden 
outside the Ruble Arena 
during Commencement 
in 2018.

https://iw.edu
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The Tulip Boy
Kendra Hefner ’18, M.A. ’22 & 
Elijah Westercamp ’19 

 It was a seasonably pleasant 
November afternoon on campus.  At 
17, I fancied myself a photographer 
and always made a point to keep my 
camera on my person just in case the 
perfect shot would line up for me.  Even 
when I didn’t quite have the “perfect” 
shot, campus during the Fall semester 
always had flowers everywhere for 
me to photograph while waiting for 
my afternoon classes to start.  It was 
while I kneeled on the sidewalk, at the 
intersection that trailed in each direction 
toward the Chapel, Old Main, or 
Student Union, that a young man in a 
leather duster stopped in his rush to get 
to his next class to talk to me.  

Having been a commuter student 
taking only one class on campus that 
semester, I wasn’t used to having 
anybody stop to talk to me.  I was further 
confused by the casually outgoing 
nature of this guy, who was talking to 
me like I was somebody he knew, being 
a quiet-natured person myself.  He told 
me about the famous Tulip Festival, an 
annual event in Pella near where he was 
from.  I barely got two words out before 
he dashed off, late to his 1 o’clock class - 
I didn’t even know his name.

The next time I saw him, he was 
sitting in the Tiger Den -- it was a spot 
on campus that I frequented as the 
Howe was a good landmark location for 
my mom to pick me up from at the end 
of the day.  As I unloaded my laptop and 
set up at one of the high-top tables, he 
turned to me and asked if I would watch 
his things while he went to get a drink.  I 
silently agreed.

When he returned, he started talking 
to me about how busy Wesley’s Diner 
was before asking what I was working 
on.  I showed him a picture of a spider 
that I had taken over the summer.  We 
added each other on Facebook, complete 

with the lie that we would connect 
sometime before he packed up his 
things to leave.  We didn’t talk again that 
semester.

During the Spring ‘16 semester, I 
intended on getting more involved with 
campus.  I was freshly 18, armed with 
my camera, hair dye, a newly acquired 
driver’s license, and a desire to become 
more extroverted (spoiler alert, that’s 
not how extroversion works).  I bumped 
into the strange boy, Eli, from the fall a 
few times, we exchanged pleasantries but 
rarely had much to say until he invited 
me to join the Lions Club chapter that 
he was starting on campus; I joined.

In February, I attended a Valentine’s 
dance in the Tiger Den; a small part 
of me hoped to bump into Eli there.  
Instead, I became acquainted with a 
friend-of-a-friend, and we started dating 

(spoiler alert, it only lasted a month).  I 
would join him for lunches in Wesley’s 
Diner; when Eli saw me, he would join 
us.  It was clear that both guys were 
jealous of each other, this was also when 
it became apparent that Eli liked me.

Shortly after Eli learned about the 
breakup, he invited me to go with him 
and his roommate to see “Batman vs. 
Superman” in theaters; I agreed.  Eli’s 
roommate skipped out immediately after 
the movie, leaving Eli and me alone to 
talk about the movie at Subway on the 
square.  We hung out several times after 
that, but it wasn’t until a few days later 
(and a whole bag of Hershey’s Kisses) 
that he caught on about me liking 
him too.  On March 29, 2016, in the 
basement of McKibbin, he finally asked 
me to be his girlfriend.  We got married 
on Halloween 2019, and have been 
together ever since.  

Kendra Hefner and Eli Westercamp on their wedding day in 2019.
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Eric Booth, VP for Student Development

New Faces at Iowa Wesleyan

Carrie Green, Development Director

In May 2022, Iowa Wesleyan 
University announced that Eric Booth 
would serve as Vice President for 
Student Development.  Booth came 
to IW in July 2021 as the University’s 
Assistant Dean of Students and Director 
of Residential Life with over 20 years 
of experience in student development.  
Booth grew up in Southeast Iowa 
and received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from William Penn University 
in Oskaloosa, Iowa.  He also earned 
a Master of Arts degree from the 
University of Texas at San Antonio 
in Adult and Higher Education with 
a concentration in Higher Education 
Administration in 2006.

Booth stated, “I am very excited 
to step into the VP for Student 
Development role here at Iowa 
Wesleyan. Since the moment I stepped 

With the start of the new year, 
Iowa Wesleyan welcomed Carrie 
Green to the University Advancement 
team.  Green came to IW in January 
2022 with 20 years of experience as 
an Executive Director in healthcare.  
Green grew up and lives in West Point, 
Iowa.

Green states, “I love being an 
integral part of the development 
team and being able to connect 
individuals to elements of university 
life they are passionate about; this 
drives opportunity each year for our 
students, providing a spirit of learning 
and service that enhances their steps 
towards meaningful lives and careers.”

Derek Zander, Vice President for 

Advancement and Athletics, emphasizes 
the importance of the Development 
Director position, noting that the 
role “engages with alumni and key 
constituents to encourage ongoing 
support of the University.”  Without a 
Development Director, engagement with 
a university naturally declines.  Zander 
adds that, “Green’s experience aligns 
with what the University was looking 
for and her knowledge and ability to 
steward conversations and projects 
forward makes her an ideal person for 
this position.”

foot on campus, I knew IW was a 
special university, and I am fortunate 
I get to serve our students in this 
new position.”  Booth is already 
creating plans to improve the 
student experience at IW, including 
developing new communication plans 
regarding housing, parking, and dining 
on campus.

“We are excited to elevate Eric 
into this VP for Student Development 
position,” said IW President, Christine 
Plunkett.  “After a national search, he 
was the best fit for our community 
given his active engagement with 
students and his extensive experience 
in residential life, student activities, 
disability services, and student 
conduct. I am confident our students 
and community will benefit from his 
support and leadership.”

EMPLOYMENT UPDATE: DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR & VP FOR STUDENT DEVELOPMENT

https://iw.edu
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IN MEMORIAM

For many, education remains a life-
long pursuit.  Rev. Dr. Jerry Lee Richards 
earned his Bachelor’s and first Master’s 
degree from Lycoming College.  He 
completed his second Master’s degree 
with Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary before earning his doctorate 
from Saint Paul School of Theology.  
Jerry served as a pastor throughout 
his academic career in several United 
Methodist churches.

Jerry came to Iowa Wesleyan in 
1970 as the first full-time Director of 
the Responsible Social Involvement 
Program, which he brought into full 
operation and academic credibility. 
In 1975, Jerry was named the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs under 
Dr. Louis A. Haselmayer.

Elected as the 24th President of Iowa 

A Presidential Legacy
Remembering Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Richards

Wesleyan in 1982, Jerry led the campus 
conversion to total computerization 
of administrative functions and record 
keeping.  During the presidency of Dr. 
Richards, Iowa Wesleyan underwent 
significant changes, including a 
restructuring of faculty and academic 
divisions, an expansion of student 
supports such as the use of student peer 
advisors for first-year students, and 
several capital improvements, including 
the re-opening of Hershey Hall for 
several offices and classrooms.

On April 22, 2022, Jerry passed away 
at the age of 82.  He created a lasting 
legacy through his work and service 
and will long be remembered for his 
dedication to education and passion for 
teaching. 

“Iowa Wesleyan will endure not for its own 
sake [...] but for Southeast Iowa, the region 
which has loved and nurtured it; for the church 
which has loved and nurtured it; and for the 
students whom it loves and nurtures.”
Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Richards, Inaugural Address

Rev. Dr. Jerry L. Richards’s children, with President Plunkett.
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CLASS NOTES

Updates & Queries from Alumni through January 31, 2022

Class Notes
’60s
Terry Anderson ’60, took an early retirement from Deere 
and Company in 1992. Terry has enjoyed it since but finds it is 
incredible how “busy” a retired person can be! He and his wife, 
Dixie, have three children, nine grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. They moved into Geneseo, IL in 2012 after 
being in rural subdivisions since 1970. Relatives are now in IA, 
IL, NC, CO, MN, NE, FL, AZ, and MA.

William Lamps, Jr. ’64, and wife, Nancy Jane, were married 
for 54 years before her passing in April 2021. William and 
Nancy have three sons, one daughter, and eight grandchildren. 
They resided in Rockford, Illinois.

Harry Evans ’65, wants to visit with fellow Men’s Swim Team 
members from 1961-1965. If you were one of those swimmers, 
please contact Alumni Relations to exchange contact 
information.

’70s
Randon T. Eddy ’70, was honored to win first place in the St. 
Augustine Art Association Honor’s Show this past spring. Her 
painting “Miss Dawn and Friends” 24”x36” oil on canvas won 
the attention of the judge and show viewers. 

Roberta Ventura ’70, lives in the East Bay of California and 
has been widowed for 17 years. She enjoys eight grandchildren 
who are spread across the state.William Lamps, Jr. ’64, and wife, Nancy Jane

Miss Dawn and Friends, by Randon T. Eddy ’70.

We’re Looking for Your
Class Notes Submissions!
Share your news and stay connected with fellow classmates! 

Submit Your Updates Online:
advancement.iw.edu/submit-class-notes

If you have questions, please contact
Diane Davis, Director for Alumni Engagement,
at diane.davis@iw.edu or (319) 385-6215.

https://iw.edu
https://advancement.iw.edu/submit-class-notes
mailto:diane.davis%40iw.edu?subject=IW%20Class%20Notes
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’70s continued
Bob Scarpino ’72, and his wife, Linda, have four 
grandchildren, two boys and two girls. They are ages 10, 7, 2, 
and 1 year old. He is looking forward to the 50th class reunion 
this fall during Homecoming.

Bonnie Briscoe Shanley ’72, and her husband, Bart, 
celebrated their 48th wedding anniversary on March 2, 2022. 
They have three adult children and have been retired for six 
years. They have been living on Lost Land Lake in Hayward, 
WI, in the Chequamegon National Forest.

Sarah Skoda ’72, and her husband, Bryan, are both retired 
and lately, they spend a great deal of time at home. They 
enjoy reading and watching the ’80’s and 90’s version of the 
‘All Creatures Great and Small’ series on BritBox. Sarah also 
keeps busy babysitting for some of their grandkids who live in 
the Western Springs, IL area and trying to keep up with the 
necessary yard work. Sarah and Bryan would like to relocate 
in the next year or so but haven’t decided upon a location. She 
would like to hear from other classmates. Contact Alumni 
Relations if interested in sharing your email and cell number 
with her.

Michael Reisenweaver ’73, would like to reconnect with 
classmates who played football from 1970-1973 under Coach 
Mel Foels. Contact Alumni Relations if interested in sharing 
your email and cell number with him.

Katie Hunt ’78, is currently residing with her daughter in 
West Des Moines. For the past several years she has been a 
member of the Iowa Grange and this is her 5th year to serve as 
their Chaplain. She recently began working with a group called 
Eagle Angels which remembers all veterans throughout the 
year. In September, Katie assumed the roles of worship leader 
and pianist at the Central Community Church in Urbandale, 
IA. It is a small multicultural church and very mission-
centered. The biggest change in Katie’s life was this past March 
when she became an amputee. She states, “it is a whole new 
lifestyle.” Katie would love to hear from others!

Roger Perry ’78, retired in July 2021 after 44 years of pastoral 
ministry. He now lives in North Carolina.

CLASS NOTES

Continued...Class Notes
MemoriamIn 

Baird, Donald Norman ’57, January 27, 2022
Hildebrand, Vivian Joyce (Barton) ’50, January 27, 2022
Phillips, Kerry; husband of Dr. Cynthia Phillips ’79, January 23, 2022 
Kerr, (Mary) Eloise (Carlson) ’70, January 16, 2022
Canby, Vaughn K.’57, January 12, 2022
Wilder, Reverend Bud C. ’60, January 8, 2022
Miller, Nancy E. (Potter) ’62, January 6, 2022
Longwell, Dale ’64, January 5, 2022
Niehaus, Gary John ’65, December 29, 2021
Ralph, Betty D. (Metternich) ’05, December 28, 2021
Reeder, Erma Jean (Stout) ’70, December 25, 2021
Allison, Dudley ’76, December 22, 2021
Day, Marvin L.L.D.’91, December 22, 2021
VanTrump, (Richard) Dean ’57, December 19, 2021
Richner, Michael Ray ’74, December 8, 2021
Shoop, Catherine A. (Petty) ’51, December 6, 2021
Hauser, Helen (Scott) ’51, December 4, 2021
Markley, Marian ’64, December 3, 2021
Bonner, Joyce ’96, December 2, 2021
Elgin, (Donna) Jane ’75, November 17, 2021
Ellerhoff, Ronald ’69, November 14, 2021
Messer, Hannah Fern (Reinier) ’72, November 12, 2021
Webb, Robert K. “Bob” ’61, November 11, 2021
Graber, Nohema ’06, November 2, 2021
Tolson, Jaquelyn “Jaqui” Rae ’94, October 31, 2021
Miller, Benjamin Alexander ’09, October 17, 2021
Ferrell, Audrey Lou (Grim) ’52, October 14, 2021
Grensing, Donald W. ’52, October 12, 2021
Scanlan, Malama W. ’96, October 12, 2021
Headley, Charles T. ’63, October 8, 2021
Denning, Sue Geneva (Hotop) ’73, October 7, 2021

Class Notes submissions, changes of address, and alumni news may be sent to the Alumni Office, 
Iowa Wesleyan University, 601 North Main Street, Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641; diane.davis@iw.edu; 
alumni@iw.edu; (319) 385-6215; or (800) 582-2383.

Alumni who have passed from October 1, 2021 through January 31, 2022

mailto:diane.davis%40iw.edu?subject=Alumni%20News%20Submission
mailto:alumni%40iw.edu?subject=Alumni%20News%20Submission
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John Hlas ’79, retired from Veridian Insurance on September 
3, 2021. He worked in financial services for 42 years, the last 
eight of those at Veridian. John enjoyed the people and culture 
while working at Veridian. John says, “We put our members’ 
best interests and financial futures above all else.” John has 
been married to his wife, Sue, for 42 years. They have a son, 
David, and a daughter, Jordan. They are also grandparents to 
four grandsons Noah (12), Isaac (5), Gracen (4), and Lucas (2). 
John is looking forward to spending more time with his family 
and volunteering.

’80s
Barbara Repiha Gerot ’80, is enjoying her retirement in Ft. 
Myers, FL. She would like to reconnect with classmates and is 
not on any social media. If you would like to get in touch with 
her, please contact Alumni Relations.

Dawn Ann Tish ’80, is now working for Care Initiatives 
Hospice as a medical social worker.

Douglas Plond ’88, has been promoted to Senior Manager at 
Ford Rouge Factory Tour in Dearborn, MI.

’90s
Patricia Jones ’95, is a Pre-K-12 instructional coach for the 
Winfield-Mt. Union IA Community School District. She 
enjoys working with all ages of students, the teaching staff, 
administration, and support staff at WMU. Her son, Gaige 
Gill, and his wife, Maureen, were expecting their first child in 
February 2022. Patricia is excited about being a grandma! Her 
daughter, Claire Jones, is currently a freshman at Mount Mercy 
University where she is on the dance team and studying to be a 
social worker.

’10s
Micah Slifer ’14, In addition to being a Middle School 
Basketball Coach and Commercial Construction Engineer, he 
is a Second Lieutenant and Air Weapons Officer in the US 
Air Force/Washington Air National Guard. He and his wife, 
Olyvia, welcomed a daughter, Baylor, in March 2021.

Allegra Collette ’19, received her Master’s degree in 
Recreation and Sport Management from the University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville, in 2021. She currently resides in 
Colorado.

Re-Connect on Social Media!

The Purple & 
White is Online!

Scan the code with 
your smart device to 
access current and 
previous issues.

advancement.iw.edu/purple-white-publications

@Iowa Wesleyan University

https://iw.edu
https://advancement.iw.edu/purple-white-publications
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The service is open to the public; free reservations are required to attend. All free-will donations will go 
directly to support the students in the music department at Iowa Wesleyan University.
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