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‘Citizens of the Year’ recall college years with fondness

To J.D. “Schim” Schimmelpfennig ’63, it’s a pretty 
simple equation: What’s good for Iowa Wesleyan 
is good for Mount Pleasant. “The college is a very, 

very valuable asset to this community,” he said during an 
interview at his kitchen table in his Mount Pleasant home, 
sitting with his wife of 50-plus years, Kathy Grandall 
Schimmelpfennig ’64. Kathy, like Schim, bleeds a 
formidable amount of purple and white. It was she, after all, 
who talked Schim into wearing a purple V-neck sweater for 
the interview and photo to follow. 

Both Schim and Kathy were recently named Mount 
Pleasant Citizens of the Year by the Mount Pleasant Chamber 
of Commerce for their decades of support to the community, 
where their collective marks can be seen on virtually any 
project that moved Mount Pleasant forward, including 
serving on committees, promoting cultural activities or 
raising money.

But their bonds to Iowa Wesleyan are just as strong. 
Schim is now in his third term on the board of trustees and 
each have served on fund-raising committees and promoted 
cultural and athletic events. They’re both excited about the 
new president. “Wait until you meet him,” Kathy said. “He’s 
very impressive and has great ideas for Wesleyan.”

Schim, who is from Sigourney originally, was recruited 
by Coach Ed Bowers to play football, and he played tackle 
and center during his four-year undergraduate career. When 

he arrived, he had every intention of becoming a pharmacist, 
but he underestimated his dislike of chemistry and its 
importance to his chosen field. He turned to education 
instead.

Originally from Flushing, New York, Kathy journeyed 
to Iowa by train on “a great adventure,” thinking her time 
in the Midwest would be short-lived, but she met Schim 
“and never left.” The couple married in 1963 following 
Schim’s graduation, and after Kathy graduated in 1964, 
the two moved to Keosauqua to teach, she first and second 
grade, while he taught science and seventh and eighth grade 
physical education. 

The couple have four sons, all now successful 
businessmen in their own right. (All four were Eagle Scouts. 
Kathy’s doing, Schim said.) They revel in their large extended 
family including their 11 grandchild of whom they’re 
incredibly proud and who are a major part of their lives. 
Kathy readily shares how philanthropy has always been a part 
of the family culture, particularly so after 9-11.

Not only do they give personally to Iowa Wesleyan, their 
company, Lomont Molding, which manufactures and ships 
plastic parts to clients around the world, is also supporting 
the college with an annual company gift, a philanthropic 
endeavor of which they are particularly proud.

The company was founded in 1982, has 140 employees 
and a 125,000 square-foot facility in Mount Pleasant. Schim 
serves as president and CEO and Kathy oversees the human 
resources department.

To hear them tell it, their undergraduate years at Iowa 
Wesleyan were idyllic. Both were members of the Greek 
system, Schim with Phi Delta Theta and Kathy with 
Alpha Xi Delta. Kathy remembers fondly the dances at the 
fraternity. “They had more social events at the fraternity, than 
they had at the school,” Kathy remembers. 

 They enjoy recalling their college years, and when 
asked, snippets of memory come flooding back: On George 
LaMore, Schim recalls his absolute control of his classes. 
“Drop a pencil and drop a grade was the saying,” Schim said 
of the now retired professor of religion. About Joe Mauck, 
now-deceased professor of education, Kathy remembers how 
much he and his wife Jane loved to entertain. “They lived in 
the same house as the first governor of Iowa, on Washington 
Street,” she recalled. 

Nostalgia aside, both Schim and Kathy feel it is 
important to support the students of today and tomorrow. 
“You want to give back,” Schim said. “Like many of the 
students who still come here, I was a first-generation college 
student. It was a big deal, but it was a hardship on parents. It 
still is.”
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President Steven Titus and wife, Sara, visit with U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and Mount Pleasant former Mayor, 
Tom Vilsack, L.H.D. ’93 after the Presidential Inauguration.
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A renewed commitment to students and the region

President Steven Titus was attracted to Iowa 
Wesleyan from the start.

“It was intuitive. It spoke to me,” he said. 
“I saw a place that was pioneering, on the 

cutting edge during its history. There have been a lot 
of firsts, and I felt there was much more to do and a 
fabulous foundation upon which to grow.”

The work of Wesleyan this year has been to begin 
the transition from a small, local, residential liberal arts 
college to a more regional, comprehensive university.  
Titus’s April 4th Inaugural Address outlined that vision 
and formally launched a new planning commission, 
The Commission on the Future of Wesleyan. The 
Commission will be a nine to ten month collaborative 
strategic planning effort designed to engage as many 
stakeholders as possible. The effort will culminate in 
a plan early in 2015, likely followed by a fundraising 
campaign designed to bring the vision to life.

Three weeks prior to his inauguration, Titus 
reflected on the vision for the college in an interview 
focused on where the college is now and what can be 
expected in the years ahead.  For Titus, Wesleyan is a 
place where there’s a lot of “magic” and “excellence.” To 
that end he would like to invite a new way of thinking 
for the college, its students, the faculty and staff, and 

the regional community. 
His early work has been to respond to fiscal 

realities, stabilize operations and create new efficiencies. 
“We needed to take a serious and honest look at our 
academic program and administrative operations and 
make focused, disciplined adjustments to ensure stability 
and a pathway for growth. It is important we maintain 
good stewardship of the precious resources that have 
been entrusted to us.”

Titus cites the new environment for higher 
education. “This industry is facing its greatest challenges 
in a century. It’s a new era of accountability for us.”

To date Iowa Wesleyan has prided itself on 
being a small, local residential college primarily 
serving 18-22 year-olds. “Those days are gone,” Titus 
believes. “External forces and demographic realities are 
demanding all of higher education, Wesleyan included, 
to reconsider how it goes about teaching and learning 
in this new economy,” Titus said. “We need to build 
on our rich heritage and emerge into a larger more 
regional comprehensive institution, serving not only 
traditional 18-22 year-olds, but also serving qualified 
high school juniors and seniors, like we’re doing with 
our new dual enrollment program, and also our adult 
learners and graduate students.”

Kalen Henderson ’97
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A renewed commitment to students and the region
Titus would also like to see Iowa Wesleyan become 

a center of influence in the region of Southeast Iowa. 
“The college has done a remarkable job of educating 
strong individuals throughout its history. Additionally, 
we have a responsibility to contribute to effecting 
strong communities and strong economies.”

The college has established some good early 
partnerships that reflect this view: The dual 
enrollment program with Mount Pleasant Schools, the 
partnerships with Southeastern Community College 
and Indian Hills Community College, and the launch 
of graduate education in January, are the types of 
initiatives that will result in a stronger presence in the 
region. “We are superbly positioned to better meet 
the educational and career ambitions of a variety of 
learners in the region and beyond, regardless of where 
they may be in the educational journey,” Titus said.

The first priority for Titus—and the Board of 
Trustees—was to stabilize its resource base. “We needed 
to get staffing in line with our enrollment,” Titus said. 
“Now from a tactical perspective, the resources we’ll save 
can be reinvested into institutional initiatives, as well as 
faculty and staff development, that will help the college 
grow and achieve long-term prosperity.”

This year the college was one of only eight Iowa 
colleges and universities to be recognized as a College 
of Distinction for its student-focused commitment 
and for preparing students well for graduate school 
and careers. According to Titus, to ensure Wesleyan 
remains distinctive, the college needs to take a serious 
look at updating campus facilities and technology, 
establishing a stronger brand and deploying more 
aggressive and targeted marketing campaigns, 
expanding academic program majors and degree 
offerings, enhancing and strengthening the student 
experience, and reaching out and engaging the region 
in valuable and relevant ways.

The work begins in earnest in April with the 
launch of the Commission on the Future of Wesleyan 
that will include Wesleyan stakeholders, including 
staff, board, faculty, students, alumni, parents, clergy, 
business and government leaders, and Mount Pleasant 
and regional community members.

“The Commission will identify strategic pathways 
and priorities for the next five years,” Titus said. “It 
will be informed by the Commission on Academic 
Excellence, which will provide the basis for the 

strategic work.”
Titus has been encouraged by the response to his 

early months as president. “I think it’s a situation where 
everyone knows there’s work to be done. The faculty 
has been quite good about where we need to go. The 
vast majority of responses from the alumni have been 
very favorable and hope-filled.”

He knows that some of his early decisions have 
concerned some alumni, but “I’m heartened by their 
passion. If there was no passion then I’d be concerned.” 
Most people agree that the timing and context for 
change is right.

“There will be some obvious benchmarks—signals 
that the college is moving in the right direction,” Titus 
said. These indicators will strike a balance between 
what is traditionally seen as success for a private four-
year liberal arts college and what could be seen as an 
evolving comprehensive regional institution. Certainly 
markers such as stable growth in enrollment, higher 
retention rates, high residential occupancy, improved 
four- and five-year graduation rates and an expansion 
and diversification of degree programs will all serve as 
key indicators of institutional health and performance.  

“I also would like to invite our alumni to play 
a more substantial and transformational role in 
philanthropy,” he noted. “Our alumni are critical to 
our success, and I want to share their stories. Who’s 
going to graduate school? Who’s going to medical 
school? Those stories would be helpful to us.”

Titus is brimming with confidence for what 
Iowa Wesleyan can become. “There’s clearly work to 
do. I am here to partner in leadership with others to 
ensure that work gets done well and to ensure that our 
students continue to enjoy an extraordinary experience 
at Wesleyan,” he said. Titus concluded by saying, 
“Wesleyan is rising and I don’t want people to miss out 
on the wonderful opportunities before us.”
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Opposite page: IWC 
students with President 
Steve Titus, from left, 
Captain Rusera ’14, 
Michelle Anderson, ’16, 
Divine Malewo ’15, 
Shelby Dunwoody ’17, 
Andrew Terrell ’17, 
Cierra Howard ’17, 
Ziqi Wu ’15, 
Whitney Godden ’15, 
Hannah Mabeus ’15, 
Murray Schwengels ’16 
and Emily West ’15
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When she was young Lori Vick saw “The Miracle 
Worker,” the inspiring true story of Annie Sullivan and 
Helen Keller, as “life-changing.”

Sullivan’s challenge was to help her young, 
unschooled and unmanageable, deaf-mute student, Keller, 
“to connect with the world,” said Vick, assistant professor 
of education.

What better story to show young education students 
“…what happens when a teacher is all-in,” Vick said.

So, when given the opportunity to use “The Miracle 
Worker” story in a classroom setting, Vick went all-in.

Using scripts provided by the Montana Repertory 

Theatre, the dozen students in Vick’s Reading in 
Secondary Content Areas class staged a reading of the play 
in class, with students volunteering for different roles. In 
addition to the staged reading, Vick showed a video of the 
movie and asked students to attend the theater company’s 
production in the Chapel Auditorium in February. After 
this total immersion in “The Miracle Worker” story, Vick 
asked students to write reflective essays on how they might 
use what they learned in their own classrooms.

“I think it was eye-opening for them, this multi-
dimensional approach,” Vick said. “It gives them another 
tool in their tool box.” 

‘The Miracle Worker’ continues to change lives

Students see the ‘real world’ of accounting in factory visit

Dr. Tony Mutsune, associate professor of business 
and economics, received the Outstanding Research Award 
at the 2014 Winter Global Conference on Business and 
Finance held in Hawaii January 6-9, 2014.

Sponsored by the Institute of Business and 
Finance Research (IBFR), the conference is designed 
for academic scholars, business practitioners and 
governmental agencies staff interested in learning more 
about global trends in business and finance.

Mutsune was nominated for the award by the 
managing editor of the IBFR after his research 

Mutsune receives major research award
underwent a blind peer review process.

Two of his studies were cited in the award: “No 
Kenya Left Behind: The Case for Financial Inclusion 
through Mobile Banking,” and a jointly authored paper 
titled “An Exploration of Potentials to Green Building 
Adoptions in Kenya and Industrial Implications.”

Mutsune, who has taught at Iowa Wesleyan for 
five years, teaches a variety of business and economic 
courses, including Principles of Economics, Money 
and Banking, International Economics, and Business 
Strategy. 

For the 11 students in Kathleen McCleary’s 
managerial accounting class, it was an opportunity to 
experience the “real world” accounting style. 

McCleary, assistant professor of accounting, arranged 
a tour of Hearth & Home Technologies in Mount 
Pleasant in February to help bring the manufacturing 
environment to life. The plant produces fireplaces. 

“(The students) were able to see a ‘real-world’ factory 
rather than just learning about a factory in a textbook,” 
McCleary said. “Managerial accounting focuses a lot on 
the manufacturing environment, particularly how to 
determine the cost of one item that is manufactured. This 
visit helped students to see why this is important and how 
the costing process works outside the textbook.”

The class toured the entire factory, from the 
production line to the distribution center. Afterwards, 
the class visited with the plant’s general manager and 
alumnus, Carla McNamee ’95, who shared insights 
about the manufacturing process overall and the 
accounting for those processes.

For many of the students this was the first time they 
visited a factory, McCleary said. “Several commented in 
their reflection paper that they were able to understand 
class concepts within the context of the manufacturing 
environment in a more concrete way.” 

Dr. Tony Mutsune

Students Kelli 
Hinrichs, left, and 
Lauren Grubbs  
participate in a 
reading of  “The 
Miracle Worker.”

Students in Kathleen McCleary’s managerial accounting class go 
behind the scenes at Hearth and Home Technologies in Mount 
Pleasant to learn about how accounting impacts a real-world 
business.
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Last fall Dr. Lori Muntz, associate professor 
of English and English Program coordinator, only 
had to look across the street north of campus to the 
Harlan-Lincoln House when planning her Masters of 
American Literature class.  

The class, which explores the literature of the 
colonial era to 1865, used the history of the Harlan 
and Lincoln families to gain an understanding of how 
the history of the period forcefully influenced the 
literature of the time.

While planning the course, Muntz collaborated 
with Lynn Ellsworth, former executive director of 
Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House, about ways to 
incorporate the Harlan-Lincoln history into the study 
of early American literature.

“Lynn’s consistently positive attitude, flexibility, 
and enthusiasm for collaboration have been key factors 
in promoting the (Harlan-Lincoln) archives as a living 
resource,” Muntz said. “We began planning a semester 
in advance. We reviewed a variety of materials and 
crafted a reading packet for students that included 
newspaper clippings, writings by James Harlan and 
his family, as well as published history about Mount 
Pleasant.”

Harlan-Lincoln history serves as foundation for  
literature class

Two prints by Professor of Art 
Ann Klingensmith were selected 
for inclusion in juried exhibitions 
this spring. 

“Finders-Keepers,” a linoleum 
print, was on display at the regional 
38th Annual Rock Island Fine Arts 
Exhibition, March 11-April 17, 
2014 in Rock Island, Illinois, while 
a second black and white relief 
print, “All that I lost—the Crows 
found,” has been selected for the 
national Mid America Print Council 
Members Exhibition March 22 –May 25, 2014 at the 
South Bend Museum of Art, South Bend, Indiana. The 
South Bend exhibit had an opening reception April 4.

“These two prints were done within a couple of 
years of each other and they continue with my study of 
crows—as art subjects,” Klingensmith said. “I have been 

Klingensmith prints chosen for exhibitions

Print titled, “All that I lost—the Crows found”

working for several years with 
crows and spent the better part 
of a sabbatical drawing, studying 
and interviewing people about 
crows and their experiences 
growing up in the Depression 
and living on farms.”

Crows are known for 
their intelligence and their 
fascination with things that 
are shiny and intriguing, 
Klingensmith added. Her crow 
prints explore the notion of lost 

objects, things we lose along the path of life, and crows 
offer a whimsical possibility for their final resting place.

Klingensmith holds an MA and MFA from the 
University of Iowa. Her body of work can be found at 
www.Printmakerklingensmith.com. 

The class read about 
James Harlan’s early influence 
on the college, his service as 
U.S. Senator, Secretary of the 
Interior, and as close advisor 
to Abraham Lincoln. Harlan 
served in Washington, D.C. 
during two defining periods 
in American history—the 
Civil War and the westward 
expansion of the country. As a 
senator, Harlan spoke against 
allowing slavery into the new 
territories, advocated for 
arming black soldiers, worked for justice for Native 
Americans, helped pass the Homestead Act, and 
supported the construction of the transcontinental 
railroad. 

“The students were enthusiastic,” Muntz said. 
“Initially, we scheduled one class meeting for the field 
trip to the Harlan-Lincoln House. As that session 
ended, however, students still had so many questions 
that we decided Lynn would come to Pioneer Hall for 
our next class meeting to continue the discussion.” 
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Pursuing their Dreams
For three current students, their time at Iowa Wesleyan has 

set the stage for a planned launch into the career of their dreams.
To Jessica Beam, a sophomore from Donnellson, that dream 

means becoming a nurse. For now she is eyeing obstetrics as a 
specialty, but she says she’s open 
to change. All she knows is that 
it’s all about nursing, and that 
she’s hoping for a position on the 
staff at Fort Madison Community 
Hospital.

About the Fort Madison 
goal, she said: “It’s a good starting 
point for a new nurse, and I’m 
from southeast Iowa and as far as 
where I am now at this point in 
my life, I would like to stay in my 
hometown area. I also want to be 
a part of an excellent healthcare 
team that FMCH has developed.”

Beam admits she’s a latecomer 
to nursing. She didn’t fully 
commit until after her freshman 
year. “I was unsteady still about 

the career choice, but I went to my advisor and discussed all the 
options I would have with my RN license. That really helped me 
decide to put my foot forward and become a nurse.” 

She added: “The nursing program at Iowa Wesleyan is 
strategically laid out for students to build on the curriculum 
learned each year.” 

For Blake Mitchell, a senior business administration student 
from Loveland, Colorado, the dream is all about the business of 
golf. And by business, he means playing professionally.

“I was inspired by my parents and grandparents to follow my 
dream of playing golf professionally,” he said. “I also had a great 
group of professors that were always there for me when I had 
questions or needed to talk about something. The golf coach, 
Kurt Moon, was also very helpful and always there for me.”

His immediate plan following graduation this spring 
is to stay in Mount Pleasant 
and work in golf in some 
capacity, or business, 
and save some money 
to move to a warmer 
climate to pursue his 
dream of turning pro.

He recently completed an 
internship at the Sheaffer Memorial 
Golf Course in Ft. Madison. “This 
experience was directly related to 
what I want to do in the future, and I 

definitely value everything this opportunity gave me.” 
Both Beam and Mitchell feel their time at Iowa Wesleyan 

only solidified their career choices—dreams, really. 
“I have enjoyed the small campus, the comfort level, the 

faculty and staff at Iowa Wesleyan,” Beam said. “The nursing 
program is challenging, but I have enjoyed the preparation for the 
professional career I’m going into. I know in the end it will all be 
worth it.” 

For Tisha Fry, a 36-year-old single mother from West 
Burlington, the dream is to work with children. Fry is an 
Elementary Education and Early Childhood Education major 
who transferred from Southeastern Community College and is 
now a junior at Iowa Wesleyan. She’s going to school full-time and 
takes at least one night class 
each semester. “It’s crazy hard,” 
she said, “but it gives my son 
the best shot at a good life.”

Her son is five-year-old 
Brayten, and to hear Fry tell it, 
“he’s the coolest thing ever.”

For the past 20 years, 
Fry has taught gymnastics at 
the Burlington Y, but in the 
summer of 2011, she had 
had enough and took steps 
to change her life, change 
that took her from victim to 
student. Fry readily admits 
to being a victim of domestic 
violence and is willing to share her story, if it will help other 
women. Now, in addition to being a full-time student and single 
mother, she’s an advocate for women who have had to endure 
violence at home. “It shapes who you are and defines you,” she 

said, adding that no one should have to endure that type of 
physical and emotional pain. 

Today she is optimistic in large part because of the 
support she gets at school. “I know my professors take 
the time personally to address the concerns I have, and 

they are extremely flexible 
about my needs as a non-
traditional student.” 

Although she is almost 
20 years older than some of the 

students in her classes, she revels in 
the opportunity to start a new chapter 

in her life, and she greatly appreciates 
everything Iowa Wesleyan has done to 

make her dream possible. In that respect, she’s 
no different from Jessica Beam and Blake Mitchell.

 Three students, three dreams, one place. 

Blake Mitchell

Jessica Beam
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Tisha Fry with son, Brayten
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On April 4, 2014, Iowa Wesleyan celebrated the 
inauguration of a new president, Steven E. Titus, 
the 29th in the college’s history, and befitting 
the historical significance of the occasion, the 

Iowa Wesleyan affair was marked by wonderful choral music, 
scripture, official greetings and a rainbow of academic attire. 
Gray skies held the morning hostage, however, but by afternoon 
the procession welcomed the sun on its march to the Chapel 
Auditorium. 

Many of the students attending the ceremony opted for 
balcony seating, leaving the main floor to faculty, delegates, 
dignitaries and families. Special guests included Secretary of 
Agriculture and former Iowa governor Tom Vilsack, L.H.D. ’93 
and Christie Vilsack, L.H.D. ’99, who the night before gave the 
keynote address for the first of the annual 
Belle Babb Mansfield symposia.  

Messages of welcome were offered by 
Ann Klingensmith, chair of the faculty; 
Jamarco Clark, president of the student 
government; The Honorable Annette 
Jennings Scieszinski ’77, president of 
the Alumni Association; Steve Brimhall, 
mayor of Mount Pleasant; Jim Ferneau, 
Burlington city manager; The Rev. 
Julius C. Trimble, resident bishop of the 
Iowa Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church; and Emma Titus, 

representing the students of the future. 
Board chairman Donald Wiley ’70 introduced Titus, 

saying: “There is no one better suited to lead this institution 
forward in this moment of history. He will help Iowa Wesleyan 
grow into a regional institution.”

President Titus, who was named president in May 2013 
before assuming office July 1, called the day an historic moment 
in the life of the college. “Inaugurations should be more about 
the place than the person.” However, he added, “The way in 
which you have welcomed us has been humbling.” He said 
accepting the presidency “is a great privilege and a tremendous 
responsibility.” 

Titus used his address to remind those in attendance—and 
those watching a live stream online—that Iowa Wesleyan has 

a unique history. “The college arrived 
(in Mount Pleasant) a decade before the 
railroad” and has continued to be an 
educational force throughout the college’s 
172-year history. The president offered his 
insights into the role of a liberal education 
and how its primary purpose is to benefit 
the broader community. 

He set the stage for the main goal 
of his speech, and that was to lay the 
groundwork for change. “This is who we 
are,” he said. “This will not change, but 
who we choose to educate is changing.” 

Tisha Fry with son, Brayten

The Inauguration of Steven Titus
An historic day

PURPLE & WHITE   May 2014  

The Iowa Wesleyan faculty led the 
procession to the Inauguration ceremony.
Photo by Kalen Henderson ’97
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He added, “This has been a dynamic year for Wesleyan, a 
year of transition, of challenge and a year of opportunity. Our 
challenges were not unique to Wesleyan. Many other colleges 
and universities…have wrestled in recent years to attain fiscal 
sustainability, in a desperate search for the right business 
model.”

Iowa Wesleyan will respond to new 
realities and identify new opportunities, he 
said.

“Wesleyan’s future has arrived,” Titus 
said. He cited a list of recent initiatives that 
have begun to “transform the institution,” 
including the appointment of a commission 
on academic excellence, dual enrollment 
programs with Mount Pleasant schools, 
expanded online programming and delivery, 
new articulation agreements with regional 
community colleges, new enrollment 
management strategies. “It’s part of an 
aggressive agenda for disciplined and 
strategic growth.”

Titus called Iowa Wesleyan “a 
community of courage,” adding: “Iowa 
Wesleyan has endured for 172 years because 
it is a community of courage. Now let courage be the source of 
our priority.” 

Titus said that with the help of the college’s stakeholders, he 
will work toward transforming Iowa Wesleyan from a small local 
liberal arts college into a regional institution, one that serves 
students from all walks of life and aspires to be the cultural 
epicenter of the region.” 

At the cornerstone of this effort is the establishment of 
The Commission on the Future of Wesleyan. Titus will invite 
stakeholders to shape Iowa Wesleyan’s future for the next five 

years. Titus will invite faculty, staff, students, alumni, trustees, 
clergy, friends, volunteers, and business and government 
leaders to define the transformation of Iowa Wesleyan from a 
small, local, residential liberal arts college to that of a regional 
comprehensive institution serving learners from all walks of life, 
one that can impact the economic development of Southeast 

Iowa and neighboring states. 
The goals are attainable, Titus said. 

The college should build from its strengths 
in business, nursing and teacher education 
and from there respond to the needs of 
entrepreneurs, business owners, nurses and 
teachers seeking professional credentials, 
the agricultural sector, the criminal justice 
sector. “We need to modernize our campus, 
enhance our technological capacity, and to 
clarify and claim our brand identity.  
 “What happens here is magical. I’ve 
witnessed it for an entire year, and we have 
been too quiet for too long,” he said. 

Titus cited the need to develop centers 
of excellence, the need to invest in faculty, 
to bring service learning to a new level, and 
create more opportunities for international 

students and adult learners. 
“We also need to create new partnerships and seek 

transformational philanthropy,” he said, adding, “We have 
begun our institutional transformation, but there is more work 
to be done.”

 Appointments to the new commission will be announced 
in the coming weeks.

To watch President Titus’ inaugural speech, go to www.iwc.
edu/inauguration.

PURPLE & WHITE   May 2014  

President Steven Titus delivers his Presidential Address as platform dignitaries, Donald C. Wiley ’70, chair of the board of trustees; Rev. Julius C. Trimble, resident 
bishop of the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church; Elizabeth E. Davenport Garrels ’67, L.H.D. ’11; and Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren, conference 
superintendent, Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church observe the ceremony. 

President Steven Titus and wife, Sara, share a 
special walk across campus after the Inauguration.
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Christie Vilsack delivers keynote address

Inaugural Belle Babb Mansfield Symposium  
kicks off two-day celebration

Mount Pleasant native daughter Christie Vilsack, 
L.H.D. ’99 keynoted the Belle Babb Mansfield 
Inaugural Symposium April 3 and told a large 
Chapel Auditorium crowd about looking into 

the eyes of the Belle Babb Mansfield statue on campus and 
finding inspiration.

Vilsack sees Mansfield’s story as one of promise for 
women, not only in this country but in countries around the 
world, where girls and women still face oppression and are 
denied education.  

She feels that she was truly inspired by the Belle Babb 
Mansfield story and by her upbringing in Mount Pleasant, 
which has a long and distinguished heritage of educating 
women and challenging the status quo. Today she draws deep 
satisfaction from traveling the world and working with foreign 
governments to launch reading programs. Now in her role as 
senior advisor for international education, USAID, she sees 
firsthand how something as simple as teaching a young girl to 
read can ultimately improve not only her life but the lives of 
her community through economic development… “You can 
change the lives of their children and their children’s children,” 
Vilsack said. 

The symposium began with a day of activities that included 
a panel discussion that featured three Iowa women law graduates 

who addressed the 
theme: “Exploring 
traditional and non-
traditional uses of 
a legal education.” 
Moderated by Mary 
Ann Brown, chief judge 
for the Eighth Judicial 
District of Iowa, the 
panel included Kate 
Moreland, once an 
assistant county attorney 
and private practice 
attorney and now a 
community advocate; 

Annette Jennings Scieszinski ’77 a traveling trial judge who 
serves a ten-county area; and Josie Thomas, a recent law school 
graduate who passed the bar exam in February. 

The panelists each answered questions about how and 
why they chose law as a career, how a liberal arts education 
contributed to their goals, and how each perceives the 

challenges facing women as attorneys and judges today.
Scieszinski, who graduated from Iowa Wesleyan with 

a degree in English, lightened the mood when she said: “I 
watched Perry Mason everyday after school,” and believes it 
had something to do with her choosing law. However, after 12 
years as a county seat attorney in Albia, she learned “…that 
judges did everything I loved about my (legal) career.”

The panel discussion was the first of what is to be an 
annual event honoring the life of the Iowa Wesleyan graduate 
who, in 1869, became the first woman admitted to the bar in 
the United States.

Vilsack’s keynote speech provided a wonderful telling 
of the Belle Babb Mansfield story and why it is still relevant 
today. She dedicated her talk to the memory of her sister-in-
law Martha Potts-Bell, the former Iowa Wesleyan director 
of marketing and communication who passed away last 
December.

Vilsack told the story of a young Malawi girl—Martha—
“a little girl in a pink sweater,” Vilsack said, who was just 
beginning her education in a country where little girls are not 
encouraged to go to school. “Malawi in 2014 is like 1869 in 
Iowa,” Vilsack said. 

Ultimately, Vilsack said, the spirit of Belle Babb Mansfield 
is all about how education can change lives. “Societies change, 
doors open with the education of women.”

She concluded by remembering Mansfield’s story and 
challenging everyone in the audience, men and women, “…to 
think about some of the risks you can take and continue to live 
in the spirit of Belle Babb Mansfield.”

If you would like to support the endowment for the Belle Babb Mansfield symposium, please contact Meg Richtman  
at 319-385-6212 or meg.richtman@iwc.edu.
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Christie Vilsack, L.H.D. ’99 delivered the keynote 
address at the Belle Babb Mansfield Symposium.

Kalen Henderson ’97

A panel discussion kicked off the symposium. The panel included, from 
left, moderator The Hon. Mary Ann Brown, Kate Moreland, The Hon. 
Annette Jennings Scieszinski ’77 and Josie Thomas.
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Music department’s concert grand gets make-over
The 98-year-old concert grand piano shared by the Iowa 

Wesleyan music department and the Southeast Iowa Symphony 
Orchestra has received a $12,000 makeover that includes 
replacement of the sound board, a restringing and some cabinet 
work to repair a split lid. 

“We’re really happy with the results,” said Robert McConnell, 
music director for the Southeast Iowa Symphony Orchestra and 
adjunct faculty in the Iowa Wesleyan music department. 

McConnell approached the symphony orchestra board about 
paying for the repairs upfront, with the promise that he would 
gradually raise funds to pay the symphony back. “Historically, 
the college has done a lot for the orchestra, so the board did not 
hesitate to help,” McConnell said. 

 Since the piano was returned last September, McConnell has been holding private dinners at his home in St. 
Louis and soliciting donations from donors and friends. “It’s actually going better than expected,” he said.

Tom Zasadny, owner of Premier Piano Service, has done the ongoing maintenance on the concert grand, 
“but last spring I noticed some fundamental needs,” he said. “Climate extremes in the Chapel had caused some 
problems, with the piano losing much of its resonating power.”

Zasadny brought his truck to campus last summer and took the piano back to his Walker, Iowa, shop, where 
he services a national list of clients. The repairs on the 1916 Steinway Model D took approximately three months, 
he said. 

10

Two of southeast Iowa’s community colleges—
Southeastern in West Burlington and Indian Hills in 
Ottumwa—have signed cooperative agreements that 
will enable their students to complete their four-year 
degrees at Iowa Wesleyan. 

Both agreements were announced in late January.
The Indian Hills partnership offers students with 

an Associate of Applied Science degree the opportunity 
to obtain a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Early 
Childhood Education 
at Iowa Wesleyan and 
in the process gain 
the required licensure 
to teach preschool or 
kindergarten.

“There are many 
jobs available to 
a student with an 
A.A.S. degree in Early 
Childhood Education, 
such as teaching at 
a private childcare 
facility or school, 

Iowa Welseyan inks partnerships with regional 
community colleges

becoming a nanny, or opening a childcare program in 
the home,” said Dr. Becky Beckner, associate professor 
of education and chair of the Teacher Education 
program at Iowa Wesleyan. “By completing two more 
years of school to obtain the B.S. degree in Education 
at Iowa Wesleyan, the student can become licensed to 
teach in a public school.”

The Southeastern Community College agreement 
is far-reaching and creates a seamless, hassle-free 
pathway for SCC students to complete their four-year 
degrees at Iowa Wesleyan and in the process enjoy 
Iowa Wesleyan’s educational services and facilities. 
The partnership’s highlights include a reciprocal 
student I.D. program with all its attendant privileges, 
a streamlined transfer process or a dual admissions 
process that enables SCC students to be enrolled 
simultaneously at both institutions. 

Iowa Wesleyan’s President Steven Titus said: 
“Combined with IWC’s online programs and new and 
expanding graduate offerings, this agreement means 
that residents throughout the Great River Region will 
have more opportunities for career development and 
enhancement than ever before.”

Gina Buttikoffer, director of the Indian Hills Community 
College early childhood program, IHCC President Dr. 
Marlene Sprouse, IWC President Dr. Steven Titus and Dr. 
Becky Beckner, associate professor, Division of Education at 
IWC gathered to formalize the cooperative agreement between 
the two colleges.

Piano student Alyssa Wagler enjoys the piano’s new sound.
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Remembering Martha Potts-Bell
Martha Potts-Bell, the long-time director of 

marketing and communication at Iowa Wesleyan, and 
editor of The Purple & White, died on December 20, 
2013, prompting many in the Wesleyan community 
to reflect on a woman and professional who is 
being remembered as caring, passionate, strong and 
committed to her work and family.

Potts-Bell began her career at Iowa Wesleyan 
in 1983 as director of public relations, responsible 
for all aspects of the college’s publications and 
communications. She was a member of the team 
responsible for the Chapel renovation and grand 
opening, and the visit by the RAGBRAI cyclists 
to campus. She was instrumental in elevating The 
Purple and White’s quality and worked to enhance the 
college’s website, once it came under the oversight of 
Institutional Relations. 

Potts-Bell had two tenures at Iowa Wesleyan, the 
first from 1983-1996. During this time, she grew the 
office from a primarily news and information service to 
a full-fledged PR and marketing program with five staff 
members. She resigned in 1996 as the vice president 

Qualified Mount Pleasant high school students now 
have the opportunity to take college-level classes on the 
Iowa Wesleyan campus as part of a “dual credit” program 
agreement between the college and the Mount Pleasant 
school system.

“We feel blessed that the college leadership was open 
to this mixed model where adults and qualified high 
school students learn together,” said Dr. Mike Wells, 
superintendent of the Mount Pleasant Schools. “Our 
students are very excited for this opportunity and it has 
gone very well.”

In January, 54 college classes were available to high 
school students, Wells said. For each class the Mount 
Pleasant High School pays a set amount per class to Iowa 
Wesleyan.

Wells sees the goals of the program as beneficial 
to both the Mount Pleasant School System and Iowa 
Wesleyan. First, he notes the program offers rigorous 
academic opportunities to qualified high school students, 
and by placing high school students on the Iowa Wesleyan 
campus, they may be encouraged to continue their 
education locally, thus increasing enrollment. And Iowa 
Wesleyan benefits further by the additional funding 
provided to the college by the school system. 

He added that this new collaborative effort could 

Program offers college classes to high school students

of planning and marketing to pursue 
personal interests and to raise her 
family. She returned in 2008 to the 
college serving as the director of public 
relations and then as the director of 
marketing and communication. In 
July 2013 she retired because of health 
issues. She was 55 when she died and 
is survived by her husband, Dick, and 
three children, Jeni, Sam and Jack. 

Warren Ludvigsen, the former 
vice president of institutional relations 
during Martha’s tenure, remembers sitting in her 
office and hearing about the accomplishments of her 
children. “I met Martha when I arrived on campus 
and began the process of developing a professional 
relationship that transitioned into a personal friendship 
that continued after I departed Mount Pleasant.”

He added: “Martha was one tough lady who 
battled medical issues for seven years, multiple 
surgeries, treatments, difficult news and never gave less 
than 100 percent to Iowa Wesleyan and her colleagues.” 

lead to joint hiring practices, and the 
program may lead to educational 
research opportunities and teaching 
opportunities for Iowa Wesleyan 
students.

Wells worked with the Iowa 
Wesleyan administration to organize the 
schedule and act as a liaison between the 
public school and the college. He works 
with the Mount Pleasant High School 
administrative team, including Todd 
Liechty, high school principal; Paul 
Beatty, director of instruction; and Deb 
Moore, guidance counselor to inform 
high school students about the program and register them 
for classes. 
 On the Iowa Wesleyan side, Dr. Richard McCallum, 
vice president for academic affairs and David File, 
associate vice president and dean of extended learning, 
were instrumental in organizing the program. 
  “We have the greatest respect for the college 
professors and Iowa Wesleyan leadership,” Wells said. 
“We need one another and we feel fortunate that we have 
leadership on both sides willing to step outside the box 
and do what is best for the students.”  

Martha Potts-Bell

Riley Zielinski, 
daughter of Dr. Beth 
and Jim Zielinski of 
Mount Pleasant, is 
one of the many high 
school students taking 
part in the “dual 
credit” program at 
Iowa Wesleyan.
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Biblical scholar The Reverend Dr. Renita J. Weems, 
the 2014 Manning Lecture speaker, reflected on the role 
of the prophet in today’s society, citing liberally from 

her doctoral study of the Old Testament 
prophet Jeremiah and how his persecution 
and times offer lessons for today.

Prophets, she said in her talk, “So 
You Want to be a Prophet: The Book of 
Jeremiah,” are “fire-breathing, justice-loving 
messengers of God.” Like Jeremiah, we live 
in “times of incredible headlines,” and that 
effective prophets fully understand the times 
in which they live. 

“I understand firsthand what Jeremiah 
understood—that the world is on fire.” 

Talking to an impressively full Chapel 
Auditorium audience during the Founder’s 
Day Commemoration February 27, 2014, 
Weems explored the ancient world of 

Jeremiah of the sixth-century BC and how he risked 
persecution for following the word of God. But she 
touched on the times of Martin Luther King and his 
prophetic relevancy in the years before his assassination, 
ultimately leading the audience to an understanding of 
the role of the prophet in today’s world.

“We may not all be called to be a prophet,” she said. 
“But we are called to these moments. God calls us to 

Manning Lecture offers insights into becoming a prophet

Coming home—Statue of James Harlan to be 
installed at Iowa Wesleyan

A statue of James Harlan, former U.S. Senator, Secretary of the Interior, 
advisor to Abraham Lincoln and president of then-Iowa Wesleyan University, 
will be installed on the Iowa Wesleyan campus. The Iowa legislature voted to 
give the statue to Iowa Wesleyan on “permanent loan” and pay for the expense of 
moving the statue from the U.S. Capitol building where it had been on display 
in the Hall of Columns since 1910. The Harlan statue, designed by artist Nellie 
V. Walker, has been replaced by one of Norman Borlaug, a Cresco native who 
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970 for his role in combating world hunger.

Harlan became president of Iowa Wesleyan in 1853 before being elected to 
the Senate in 1855. He was considered a close friend and advisor to Abraham 
Lincoln. Harlan’s only daughter, Mary, married Robert Todd Lincoln, the 16th 
president’s son, and the couple’s Mount Pleasant home sits north of campus and 
is known as the Harlan-Lincoln House. Harlan died in Mount Pleasant in 1899 
and is buried in Forest Home Cemetery.

A ceremony unveiling the James Harlan statue will be held on campus on 
Thursday, August 28. Look for more information at iwc.edu/Harlan.

The Iowa Wesleyan College Concert Choir provided music during 
the combined Founder’s Day celebration and Manning Lecture.

prophetic moments.”
To everyone in the audience she asked that they be 

ready to “sever ties, to risk being ostracized…stand up. 
Get up. Take a stand on something that is unpopular— 
like Jeremiah, who was charged by God to deliver 
unsettling news,” Weems said. 

Weems currently serves as vice president and 
academic dean of American Baptist College in Nashville. 
She has numerous books, articles and commentaries 
on the Bible and prophetic religion to her name and 
is a highly sought-after writer and speaker. She holds a 
Ph.D. and M.Div. from Princeton Theological Seminary. 
She is the first African American woman to earn a Ph.D. 
in the Old Testament. 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, L.H.D. ’93; Christie 
Vilsack L.H.D. ’99, senior advisor  for international education, 
USAID; I WC President Dr. Steven Titus; Mount Pleasant 
Mayor Steve Brimhall; Paul Dennison, owner of KILJ Radio and 
chair of the Iowa Arts Council; and Joyce Dennison attended the 
dedication ceremony of the Norman Borlaug statue in Statuary 
Hall in Washington, D.C. on March 25.

The Rev. Dr. Renita Weems
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Tigers win SLIAC regular season title 
The Iowa Wesleyan women’s 

basketball team dominated the 
St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference in their first season as 
members of the SLIAC. The Tigers 
won the regular season title after 
going 17-1 in conference action (22-3 
overall).

The Tigers were led by SLIAC 
Player of the Year, Karla Vietinghoff, 
who averaged 17.1 pts/game for the 
purple and white during the regular 
season. Vietinghoff was unstoppable, as 
she hit 48.1% from the field, including 
an impressive 41.5% on 3-pt FG’s. In 
all, she hit 129 shots from beyond the 
arc during the regular season, including 
tying the Tigers’ single game record of 
seven 3-pt FG’s in a game.

Vietinghoff played strong on both 
ends of the court, earning SLIAC 
All-Defensive honors as well after 
averaging 1.7 steals per game and 6.8 
rebounds per game.

Joining Vietinghoff on the All-
Conference team were Stephanie 
Russak and Whitney Godden. Both Russak and 
Godden were named to the SLIAC Honorable 
Mention All-Conference Team.

Russak averaged 10.1 pts, 3.4 assists and 1.4 steals 
per game before going out with an injury late in the 
season. She was a sharp shooter for the Tigers as well, 
hitting 33.6% of her attempts from beyond the arc.

Godden averaged double figures for IWC as well, 

averaging 11.2 pts/game. She dished out an average 
of 2.7 assists/game and 1.3 steals per contest as well. 
Godden led the league in minutes played with 903 
(36.1 minutes/game).

Mariah Sartorius was named to the SLIAC All-
Sportsmanship Team for the Tigers. In her final season 
for IWC, Sartorius played in 16 games in the regular 
season, averaging 13.8 minutes per game. She averaged 
2.7 pts/game and 2.6 rebounds.

The Tigers phenomenal season earned them the 
#1 seed in the USCAA National Tournament held in 
Uniontown, PA.

At the USCAA Women’s Basketball National 
Tournament, the Tigers took on #8 seed Concorida 
College – Alabama in the first round. The Tigers were 
upset 71-56 by the 2012 USCAA National Champions, 
knocking the Tigers to the Consolation Bracket.

The Tigers rebounded from the loss to dominate 
#5 Rochester College in IWC’s final game of the 
season. The Tigers defeated Rochester 85-63 to finish 
the year with an impressive 23-4 overall record.

Vietinghoff was named USCAA 1st Team All-
American, while Russak earned USCAA Honorable 
Mention All-American honors for her play throughout 
the year.

Athletics |  

Karla Vietinghoff goes up for a shot against Waldorf College. Karla 
was named MVP of the SLIAC.

Front Row: Whitney Godden, Summer Borglum, Jana Meister, Jacey Hartweg, Dakota Flesner
Back Row: Karson Orrick, Lauren Grubb, Mariah Sartorius, Kara Carter, Karla Vietinghoff, Stephanie Russak
Not pictured: Head Coach Steve Williamson ’00 and Assistant Coach Anna Jones ’12.

Wanda Broeker ’96
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Tigers Track & Field impresses in indoor season

Tigers excel in the classroom
The Iowa Wesleyan College student-athletes excelled in the 

classroom this fall, as 62 Tigers student-athletes were named to 
the Dean’s List for the Fall semester.

These students achieved a 3.50 GPA or higher for the 
semester on a minimum of a 12-hour class load, while also 
balancing their commitment to their respective teams.  Below is 
the list of IWC student-athletes who achieved the high scholastic 
achievement for the 2013 Fall semester:

Highest Honors (3.850-4.000)
Jacob Ayers, Kara Carter, Cameron Caudle, Zachary 

Cronkhite, Haley Dzierzynski, Dakota Flesner, Joshua Fruhauf, 
Jessica Gonzalez, Jacey Hartweg, Cecily Herby, Lindsey Johnson, 
Kristofer Klabunde, Jana Meister, Karson Orrick, Skyler 
Rodgers, Erica Rookstool, and Sarah Voss.

3.500-3.849
Tanner Anderson, Brandon Baker, Kaitlyn Bang, Kristine 

Becks, Aleksander Blain, Savanna Blair, Cody Bossio, Aaron 
Brown, Andrea Bury, Sindy Carillo, Jamarco Clark, Nate 
Daniels, Kara Dennell, Breanna Derynck, Michael Edgcomb, 
Kristin Eid, Lauren Grubb, Tyler Hitt, Ridge Hobbs, Matthew 
Klundt, Travis Kostello, Raul Lozano, Marshall Mullenix, Caitlin 
O’Neill, Trey Politte, Mady Powers, Samantha Shepherd, Jessica 
Siggers, Ashley Stube, Ramon Taylor, Stephanie Tillman, Jessica 
Van Dorin, Kassie Vazquez, and Graham Wittrock.

Honorable Mention (3.500-3.849)
Kelsie Bunnell, Kaitlyn Dirth, Caleb Huss, Michael 

Klostermann, Emily McVey, Nate Miller, Blake Mitchell, Lauren 
Pawling, Lacie Tarver, Chase Taylor, and Tanner Travis.

The IWC track & field teams didn’t let the cold 
winter hinder their training this winter as the Tigers set 
three school records and had eight more top five 
performances in school history this indoor season.

In their final meet of the season, held at the 
University of Iowa, C.J. Strother broke out and crushed 
the former school record in the women’s weight 
throw. Strother heaved the implement 41'5" (12.62m) 
to smash the previous record by nearly two feet.

On the men’s side, Jake Ayers broke his own 
school record in the same meet, running 4:41.17 to 
drop over two seconds from his previous record.

The men’s 4x400m relay also broke their school 
record at the Iowa Invitational that they set just a 
week earlier. The team of Raul Becerril, Anthony 
Harris, Michael Klostermann, and Ayers ran 3:30.07. 
Their run was strong enough to beat NCAA DI Bradley 
University.

Harris, Becerril, and Klostermann also put their 
names in the record books individually for the Tigers. 

All three posted top five marks in school history in the 
400m dash. Harris (51.65) sits at #2, Becerril (52.16) is 
now #3 all-time, and Klostermann (53.16) is ranked #5 
all-time at IWC indoors.

The men’s throwers were strong as well as Troy 
Hallberg and Devin Baldwin moved up the IWC list 
in the weight throw. Hallberg set a personal best 
of 40’9” (12.42m) to move into #3 all-time. Baldwin 
moved into #5 all-time with a throw of 38’9” (11.81m).

“I’m really proud of what this team did this 
season,” said Head Coach Tad Hulst. “It was a rough 
winter to try to get solid training in and we had to 
be a little creative, but the kids worked hard and 
had some awesome results. We’ll get back to work 
right away and prepare for an even bigger outdoor 
season.”

The Tigers’ track & field teams opened up the 
outdoor campaign on March 28-29 when they 
traveled to St. Louis, Mo. for the Washington University 
Invitational.
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Greetings from Third Floor of the P.E.O. building on the beautiful 
campus of Iowa Wesleyan College! The campus trees are finally 
budding and spring green plants are pushing through the ground. 
Renewal is apparent all over campus and nowhere more noticeably 
than with IWC alumni activities! Your Alumni Association has 
been busy evaluating existing alumni events. In an effort to build 
on momentum of recent Homecomings and increase further 
alumni engagement and participation, we’ve decided to make some 
changes to our signature events to better serve our alumni.

Beginning this fall, our Alumni Homecoming weekend, 
September 26-28, will be host to our Alumni Banquet and Awards Ceremony. The Alumni 
Banquet, as it always has been, will continue for all alumni to attend regardless of graduating 
year. We will, however, be honoring special class reunions for the 50th, 40th, 25th and 
10th year anniversaries. Recognition will also be given to our Golden Alumni (all graduates 
preceding the 50th class year) and the newest members of our Alumni Association, the class of 
2014. With these changes the Alumni Banquet will take its rightful place as a cornerstone of 
the annual Homecoming weekend. This year’s event will be held on Friday, September 26 as 
the official kick-off to the weekend followed by our student Homecoming Coronation. I hope 
you will agree these changes will not only bolster the Homecoming crowd, but will provide 
some wonderful opportunities for interaction among alumni of all ages as well as our current 
student body. In addition, this move raises the visibility of our best and brightest distinguished 
award recipients increasing future nominations and pride.

We will also be introducing a new event to the Homecoming 2014 weekend called 
‘Poemcoming.’ This event is particularly for alums who write for creative expression, 
emotional release, just for the fun of it, or those who simply appreciate the written word. 
IWC has a long legacy with writing through the years—the Design magazine was first 
published in 1955 and continues this year in digital form accessible on the college website. 
Poemcoming builds on this legacy and provides another dimension to Homecoming. It offers 
an avenue where writers can hone their craft and also share their work publicly if desired.

Changes are also coming to the annual Hall of Fame Induction Banquet. Efforts are 
currently underway to create an event that involves recognition of both our Hall of Fame 
recipients and student-athletes. These changes will provide our alumni and friends the 
opportunity to witness first-hand the wonderful student-athlete successes and dedication and 
our students will benefit by hearing the accomplishments of our talented alumni. The next 
Hall of Fame Induction Banquet is tentatively being planned for the spring of 2015.

The strength of any college lies squarely in the hands of its active alums. Please make 
plans to come to alumni events wherever they are. And call your friends to meet you there. 
We’ll be expecting you! Together we’ll make a stronger Iowa Wesleyan for years to come. 

Alumni Director’s Message | 

Upcoming Events
Saturday, June 7
Iowa Cubs IWC Alumni &  
Friends Outing
Principal Park, Des Moines

Saturday, June 21
River Bandits IWC Alumni &  
Friends Outing
Modern Woodmen Park, Davenport

Saturday, July 12 
IWC Football Alumni and Friends 
Golf Tournament
Mount Pleasant Country Club

Saturday, August 9
Cedar Rapids Kernels IWC Alumni 
and Friends Outing
Perfect Game Field, Cedar Rapids

Monday, August 25
Burlington Bees IWC Alumni and 
Friends Outing
Community Field, Burlington

Wednesday August 27
Old Threshers Harvest Parade & 
Lawn Party
Presidents House

September 25-28
Homecoming Weekend

New in 2014
Alumni Recognition Banquet Friday 
night and the celebration of the 
50th Year Class Reunion

For complete details on these 
events and registration information, 
go to www.iwc.edu/alumni

Career Services for Alumni
The mission of the Career Services Office at IWC is to assist 

all of our students in achieving one of the most important goals 
of college, finding a career of financial stability and personal 
fulfillment. However, our commitment to our students does not 
end at graduation. Career Services is here for Alumni as well.

Those who live near campus are welcome at any of the 
Career Services workshops or to schedule a time to meet and 
conduct a mock interview in preparation for landing that 
job you want.  However, most of the services we provide are 
accessible to our Alumni via the Career Services web page at 
www.iwc.edu/career-services. You can brush up on your skills 
by taking a look at one of our career guides on topics such as 
resumes, cover letters or interviewing. If you are still looking for 

that perfect situation, our jobs board is updated weekly and 
has many listings for currently open positions. Perhaps, most 
effectively you can email resumes and cover letters to the 
career services director and get specific feedback. We can 
even help those of you whose organization might be looking 
for qualified candidates to fill positions.

In the tradition of Iowa Wesleyan we are here to serve 
you, and reach the ideal often attributed to the Chinese 
philosopher Confucius, “Choose a job you love, and you’ll 
never have to work a day in your life.”

The Office of Career Services can be reached by calling 
319-385-6375.   

Anita Brent Hampton ’71
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1950s
Tadesse Terrefe ’51, of 
Ethopia recently visited his 
son in New Jersey.

Dr. Roberto Escamilla 
’52, D.D. ’78, Ada, OK, 
was honored with the 2013 
distinguished alumnus 
award by the Perkins 
Alumni/ae Council of the 
Perkins School of Theology 
and Southern Methodist 
University (SMU) for 
demonstrating effectiveness 
and integrity in service to 
the church, continuing 
support and involvement in 
the goals of Perkins School 
of Theology and SMU, 
distinguished service in 
the wider community, and 
exemplary character. Roberto 
is an instructor at Perkins 
School of Theology Course 
of Study School where he 
teaches classes on evangelism, 
worship and the sacraments, 
and preaching. He also serves 
Perkins as their summer 
worship coordinator.

Howard ’53 and Jan 
Hamilton Cooley ’53, 
Morning Sun, IA, celebrated 
their 60th wedding 
anniversary on August 20.

1960s
Stan ’63 and Kathy Henss 
Meyer ’65, Wayland, IA, 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary on August 25.

Joyce Sanquist Penn ’63, 
Glen Ellyn, IL, enjoys life, 
Glacier National Park in 
September and teaching 
tennis. 

Peg McKinstry Stephens ’64  
and Jim, Washington, 
IA, reside half time in 
Washington and half time in 
the Phoenix area. Peg retired 
from teaching dance in 1996, 
and Jim retired in 2008 
after working in advertising 
and PR agencies. They 
have two daughters and six 
grandchildren.

John Sticken ’64, Oviedo, 
FL, is director of compliance 

at Florida Technical College 
responsible for regulatory 
compliance for seven 
campuses in Florida. An 
eighth campus is projected to 
open in South Florida in July.

Barry ’64 and Carol 
Newberry Wallman 
’64, Bonita Springs, FL, 
celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary by taking their 
family, four generations, to 
Costa Rica in July 2013.

Jerry Barker ’65 and 
Jean, Mount Pleasant, 
IA, celebrated their 50th  
wedding anniversary on 
September 1.

Bob Callis ’65, Boulder, 
CO, is the author of his 
third in a series novel, 
Buckskin Crossing, available 
in paperback, e-book from 
Amazon.com or BarnesAnd 
Noble.com. He is the senior 
vice president at AmFirst 
Bank, N.A. in Longmont.

Roger Mann ’65, Galva, IL, 
retired after teaching high 
school math and computer 
programming for 48 years 
at Wethersfield High School 
in Kewanee, IL. Roger is 
maintaining the schools 
website and assists with 
updates and installation of 
their software. Jean Price 
Mann ’67 and Roger escape 
January - April to their winter 
home in Punta Gorda, FL. 
Summer months Roger 
enjoys building and installing 
kitchen cabinets.

Dr. David Lull ’66 and 
Karen Cloyed Lull ’66, 
Claremont, CA, retired in 
July and are enjoying their 
retirement community. 
Dave is teaching an online 
course in New Testament 
for Wartburg Seminary and 
Karen is involved in music. 

Alan Campbell ’67, 
Thornton, CO, has 
been named CEO and 
administrator at St. Luke 
Homes and Services in 
Spencer, IA.

Dr. Carole Reesink ’67, 
Muscatine, IA, retired 
as professor emerita of 
professional education from 
Bemidji State University, 
Bemidji, MN.

Dave Graham ’69 and Carol 
Stone, Crystal Lake, IL, were 
married in Hawaii February 
1, 2014. Dave was surprised 
to meet fraternity brother, 
Jim Heidel ’72, Downers 
Grove, IL, while walking the 
boulevard in Waikiki Beach. 

Carol Stone and Dave Graham ’69

Shawna Bowman ’01 was the featured artist in the Iowa Wesleyan College art gallery  
this spring. A reception in her honor was held on Friday, February 28. She also presented a 
gallery talk at noon on that day. 

Bowman’s creative life informs her work as parent, pastor and co-conspirator with other 
creative types such as musicians, storytellers and preachers. She uses art in her own faith 
community Friendship Presbyterian Church, an experimental and progressive church on the 
northwest side of Chicago. Additionally she travels around the country painting in churches 
and for conferences, teaching workshops and retreats about art-making as theology and 
spiritual practice. 

Bowman is a former art teacher and a graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary.

Show and reception honors alumnae artist Shawna Bowman 

| Alumni Class Notes
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NEW!
Donate online at 
www.iwc.edu/give

Tete Long ’69, Davenport, 
IA, retired as director of 
special education in 2009 
after 37 years in public 
education. He taught 24 
years as adjunct professor at 
St. Ambrose University, Scott 
Community College and 
Morningside College. Tete 
is a specialist in charge of 
discipline for Davenport 
Community School District. 

Dr. Sue Slick ’69, Naples, 
FL, retired in December 
after teaching junior high 
and high school English 
Language Arts in Manly, 
IA (1970-1990); professor, 
University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point, WI (1996-
2006), and Florida Gulf 
Coast University (2007-
2013). Sue is enjoying 
retirement, golfing, 
beachcombing, bird 
watching, gardening, and 
exploring technology and 
photography.  

Winky Thomas ’69, 
Florham Park, NJ, 
has rejoined the Iowa 
Wesleyan College Board of 
Trustees and is chair of the 
development/marketing 
committee. She states, 
“Coming back to the campus 
always gives me a feeling of 
family. The challenge we have 
ahead is exciting and I am 
hoping that many alums will 
join us. I would be happy to 
be in contact with anyone 
at email: skm.wkt@gmail.
com or phone 518-261-
6207.” Winky appreciates 
inspiration from her church, 
a weekly French conversation 
group, her ranch home, 
Cocker Spaniel, family and 
granddaughters.

1970s
Rhadia Shurrush Qubty 
’70, Nazareth, Israel, and 
Marcia Mayhew Gilliland 
’70, Hillsboro, OR, attended 
Sabeel’s 25th Anniversary 
9th International Conference 

in Jerusalem in November. 
They had not seen each other 
since their Iowa Wesleyan 
graduation. Rhadia is a 
member of the Nazareth 
Sabeel extension office 
committee board. Rhadia was 
honored with a certificate 
of appreciation for her years 
of service. Marcia belongs 
to Friends of Sabeel North 
America. The week before 
the conference Marcia stayed 
with a Palestinian family in 
Bethlehem and observed first-
hand the conditions in the 
West Bank. 

Rhadia Shurrush Qubty ’70 and 
Marcia Mayhew Gilliland ’70

Mike Hampton ’72, Mount 
Pleasant, IA, has been named 
the director of athletic 
development and engagement 
in the office of Development 
and Alumni Relations at 
Iowa Wesleyan College. 
Mike served as IWC director 
of athletics for 19 ½ years. 
He continues as IWC head 
softball coach in his 50th 
softball season, 29 years at 
the high school level and 21 
years at IWC.

Jim Heidel ’72, Downers 
Grove, IL, is the technical 
director, research and 
development, for Turtle 
Wax, Inc. in Willowbrook. 
Jim has been elected 
division chairman for 
Consumer Specialty 
Products Association (CSPA) 
Industrial and Automotive 
Division. CSPA is a 
consumer products advocacy 
group, headquartered in 
Washington, DC, that 
represents over 250 consumer 
product companies in the 
United States. He also serves 

as Turtle Wax’s corporate 
contact, for CSPA, as well 
as serving on their scientific 
action committee, air quality 
committee and the chemical 
nomenclature committee. 
Jim serves on the board of 
directors for Automotive 
Specialty Products Alliance 
(ASPA), an inter lobby group 
that serves the automotive 
chemical industry. Jim has 
been with Turtle Wax, Inc. 
for 31 years.  

Bob Scarpino ’72, 
Naperville, IL, recorded his 
550th high school basketball 
victory which places him tied 
for 50th place for all-time 
career victories by a coach in 
the State of Illinois since the 
1890s.

Scott Hager ’73, Dwight, 
IL, was honored with the 
Chamber of Commerce 
businessman of the year 
award. Scott spearheaded 
the construction of a 65 
unit assisted living facility 
which is fully occupied 
and expanding.

Ann Ralston Bartelt ’75, 
Saint Charles, IA, is the 
assistant superintendent for 
teaching and learning for 
the Winterset Community 
Schools.

Nancy Burns ’75 and Judy 
Stowe, Candia, NH, were 
married in February 2013. 
Nancy is the school counselor 
at Idlehurst Elementary 
School in Somersworth.

Jane Hill Elgin ’75, Des 
Moines, IA, was the featured 
artist at the Polk County 
Heritage Gallery during 
March.

Tom Sandersfeld ’75, 
Marengo, IA, is the associate 
director of development at 
the Institute of Lutheran 
Theology in Brookings, SD, 
where he is furthering his 
Masters of Religion. Tom 

manages Sandersfeld Iowa 
Realty and Auctions as real 
estate broker and auctioneer 
for the past 39 years and 
insurance agent for 40 years. 

Tom Sandersfeld ’75

Tony Stingley ’75 and 
Ronda, Saint Paul, MN, 
sons, Marc and David, 
daughter-in-law, Lisa, and 
granddaughter, Langston, 
were honored with the 
2013 United States Tennis 
Association Ralph W. 
Westcott National Family of 
the Year Award in Carlsbad, 
CA, in March.

John McKenzie ’76, 
Kalamazoo, MI, retired as 
toxicology project manager 
from MPI Research 
-Asia Pacific Region. He 
is traveling, mostly in 
the United States and 
Mexico, enjoying bicycling, 
motorcycling, kayaking and 
photography. He would love 
to hear from Iowa Wesleyan 
colleagues at email: j2_
mckenzie@hotmail.com. 

Bill Eilbracht ’77, 
Omaha, NE, retired from 
Union Pacific Railroad in 
Omaha after 36 years as 
general director business 
development and integration. 
He is retiring to Southport, 
North Carolina.
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1980s
Dr. Lisa Knopp ’81, 
Lincoln, NE, was honored 
with her most recent 
book, What the River 
Carries: Encounters with the 
Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Platte, University of Missouri 
Press 2012, by receiving 
the 2013 Nebraska Book 
Award in the nonfiction/
essay category and received 
honorable mention in 2013 
environmental creative 
nonfiction book from the 
Association for the Study of 
Literature and Environment. 
Her books are available at: 
www.lisaknopp.com

Sue Boulware Pato ’81, 
Antioch, CA, reports “My 
son, Ricky, and I made it 
through, with the support 
of family and friends, since 
his father and my husband, 
Rich, passed away July 10, 
2012. Ricky is a junior 
in high school and enjoys 
baseball. I took over Rich’s 
vineyard and put my 30-year 
career of nursing on hold. It 
was the perfect thing since 
I was able to travel all over 
the United States with my 
son on his traveling baseball 
team. I am now studying to 
be a Certified Legal Nurse 
Consultant.” 

Ricky and Sue Boulware Pato ’81

Lee Umphrey ’81, Addison, 
ME, is the CEO at 
Harrington Family Health 
Center.

Lee Ann McMurtrie and 
Brian Philgreen ’83, 
Friendswood, TX, were 
married July 13, 2013.

Stephanie Flatt Sims ’83, 
Gerlaw, IL, is a library 
technician at Carl Sandburg 
College in Galesburg.

Tom Arras ’84, Coralville, 
IA, has worked for 30 years 
with the Iowa Department 
of Corrections as a counselor 
at the Iowa Medical and 
Classification Center in 
Coralville. Tom was installed 
in January as Worshipful 
Master of Good Faith 
Lodge #235 Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons in 
Winfield. He is a member 
of KAABA Shriners and the 
Louisa County Shrine Club.

USAF Retired Lt. Col. 
Dana Howard Brantley ’84, 
Roseburg, OR, is owner of 
DB Genealogical Services, 
LLC, genealogical researcher, 
specializing in USA, family 
histories, forensic heir finding 
and Jewish research. She 
earned her Boston University 
certificate in genealogical 
research and forensic 
genealogy specialty advanced 
training from CAFC. She 
belongs to the Association 
for Professional Genealogists, 
National Genealogical 
Society, as well as local 
and national genealogical 
societies. She has been on 
the national faculty for 
bereavement services for the 
last seven years at Gundersen 
Hospital in La Crosse, 
WI, educating professional 
medical personnel in 
supporting families with 
pregnancy loss. She has 
earned her certification 
in thanatology from the 
Association of Death 
Education and Counseling 
and maintained her RN 
certifications: inpatient 
obstetrics, ambulatory OB/

GYN, and from ANA-
advanced senior nurse 
executives.

Terry Gilleard Johnson 
’84, New London, 
IA, earned an A.A. in 
leadership development in 
December from William 
Penn University in 
Oskaloosa. Terry works at 
Clark Elementary in New 
London as she pursues her 
teaching degree in elementary 
education and ESL.

Kelly Ray ’86, Shelbyville, 
MO, has opened Buckhorn 
BBQ Cafe following years of 
doing competition BBQ.

John Snyder ’87, Valparaiso, 
IN, is the football running 
backs coach at Valparaiso 
University and teaches 
physical education at 
Chesterton High School.

Dave Lipinski ’88, Cedar 
Falls, IA, was a speaker at the 
ACT Corporation’s March 
annual conference at ISU 
on a mandatory homework 
policy he created for the 
Hudson School District.  
A race that Dave directs 
called the Park to Park half 
marathon has been named 
the first race to host the 
United States Track and Field 
Iowa Championships for the 
half marathon distance which 
will be held September 6.

Myra Jacobs ’89 and Greg 
Thomas, Mount Pleasant, 
IA, were married July 6, 
2013. Myra earned her 
M.A. in education in May 
2013 and holds a PK-12 
principal/supervisor of 
special education Iowa 
administration license.

1990s
Beth Richards Clark ’91, 
Genoa, IL, is in her 23rd 
year with Motorola Solutions 

working in the Schaumburg 
Campus/Elgin Distribution 
Center. 

Beth Richards Clark ’91 with 
daughters Amy, Alexandra, Jen, 
and Grandpa Larry Moeller

Dereck Hall ’91, Hugo, 
MN, is the dean of students 
at St. Paul City School.

Anthony Thomas ’92, 
Managua, Nicaragua, is a 
missionary teacher for PreK-
12 art at Nicaragua Christian 
Academy.

Mary McClenathan ’93, 
Ottumwa, IA, is a family 
nurse practitioner with 
Fairfield Clinic PC, seeing 
pediatric through geriatric 
patients.

Rodger Bowers ’94, Fort 
Stockton, TX, is the assistant 
warden of the Fort Stockton 
Transfer Facility and James 
Lynaugh Medium Security 
Facility. July will mark 
19 years with the Texas 
Department of Criminal 
Justice. He is married to 
Angela Bowers, RN and 
has four grandchildren. 
His stepson will graduate 
from Friends University, 
Wichita, KS, in May. 

Rodger Bowers ’94 during a Search 
and Rescue assignment
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Alumni, parents and friends gathered to meet Dr. Steve and Sara Titus at Lake Cooper 
Events Center in Keokuk, IA on Tuesday, February 25.  

St. Louis area alumni and friends met 
the Titus’ at a gathering on Tuesday 
March 11, at Syberg’s, Dorsett 
location, Maryland Heights, MO.
Above: Sara Titus, Robert 
McConnell, Dr. Steve Titus

Connect a student 
Do you know a student who 
would love the personal attention, 
leadership opportunities and great 
learning experience an Iowa 
Wesleyan education offers?

Let us know at 
admit@iwc.edu

Matt Bryant ’94, 
Washington, IA, is the 
publisher of the Mt. Pleasant 
News and the Washington 
Evening Journal.

Megan Maddaleno Kirkland 
’98, Centerville, IA, is 
the K-2 school counselor 
and TAG teacher for the 
Centerville School District.

2000s
Jennifer Long Donels ’00,  
Fairfield, IA, traveled to 
Washington, DC where 
she shared the benefits and 
successes of the Reading Is 
Fundamental (RIF) program 
in Davis County Elementary 
with program officials and 
members of Congress. 
Jennifer, Davis County 
Elementary principal, 
was one of only four 
representatives nationwide 
invited to Washington to 
discuss and evaluate the 
program. The representatives 
and program officials 
reviewed what worked and 
what didn’t and formulated 
ideas for future success with 
the program, which currently 
has 33 participating school 
districts nation-wide.

Nick Jeffries ’01 and 
Michelle, Burlington, IA, 
are the parents of a daughter, 
Harper Lynn, born August 9, 
2013.

Haley Blake ’02, Las 
Vegas, NV, is a co-author 
of a journal article entitled, 
“A Tuberculosis Outbreak 
Fueled by Cross-Border 
Travel and Illicit Substances: 
Nevada and Arizona,” that 
has been published in the 
January/February 2014 issue 
of Public Health Reports.

Nicola Thompson ’02 and 
Dr. Stephen Wiener, Willow 
Grove, PA, were married 
November 12, 2013.

Jamie Wood Ende ’04 and 
Kurt, Manhattan, IL, are 
the parents of a son, Talon 
Nicholas, born January 7, 
2014. 

Talon Nicholas Ende

Nicole Christensen Syfert 
’04 and Joe, Mount Pleasant, 
IA, are the parents of a 
daughter, Kyndell Monroe, 
born November 29, 2013. 
Kyndell was welcomed home 
by her sisters, Emerson and 
Peyton.

Chris Day ’05, Glen Ellyn, 
IL, has earned his CPA and is 
a staff accountant with Bibby 
Financial Services, Inc. in 
Downers Grove.

Brooke Priesman Gevock 
’05 and Joe, Ottumwa, IA, 
are the parents of a daughter, 
Trinity Michelle, born 
September 3, 2013. She was 
welcomed home by big sister, 
Piper, 2. 

Trinity Michelle Gevock

Amber Scarff Scott ’06 
and Jim, Winfield, IA, are 
the parents of a daughter, 
McCartney Mae, born 
December 10, 2013. 
McCartney was welcomed 
home by her sisters, Kenzie 
and Lennon and her brother, 
Sullivan.

Cheri Rooney Hymes ’09
and Christopher, Fort 
Madison, IA, are the parents 
of a son, Otto Homer, born 
August 31, 2013.

Lydia Baker-Crawley ’10, 
Tombstone, AZ, is the 
author of a novel, Lord 
Firebird, published under 
her fictional pen name, J. 
F. MacCrimmon, available 
as a paperback or Ebook on 
amazon.com.

Jerry Brewer ’10, Argyle, 
IA, is an adjunct psychology 
professor at Southeastern 
Community College teaching 
several undergraduate 
psychology courses, as well as 
working on his own business 
behavioral insights.

Kara Harris ’10, Lees 
Summit, MO, is a physical 
therapist assistant working in 
Kansas City.

Sonequa McKinney ’10 and 
Deleon Bolds, Chicago, IL, 
are the parents of a daughter, 

Above: Alumni, students and friends 
listen to President Titus’ welcome.
 

Above: Jake Ayers ’15 with father Alan  
Brewer; Joyce and Don Stoneking ’66  
and Dr. Steve Titus
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Kaydence Marie, born July, 
29, 2013. 

Kaydence Marie McKinney ’10

Missy Campbell ’11, Mount 
Pleasant, IA, is the owner of 
Triple C Child Care, caring 
for children, including special 
needs children.

BJ Wagy ’11, Pembroke 
Park, FL, is the facilities, 
operations, marketing 
coordinator at Barry 
University.

Jordie Ruschill ’12 and 
Tyler Dingman ’12, New 
London, IA, were married 
October 5, 2013.

Jeff Harper ’13, Whiteville, 
TN, is playing professional 
basketball in Estonia.

In Memoriam
Harold W. Dubach ’40, 
August 21, 2013, 
Wilmington, NC. Survivors 
include his wife, Pauline 
Dubach, 4609 Dean Drive, 
Wilmington, NC 28405-
2403.

Naomi Swanstrom Wells 
’42, November 28, 2013, 
Fort Collins, CO. Survivors 
include a daughter, Sherry 
McKie, 1100 Hillcrest Drive, 

Creston, IA 50801-1032, and 
a sister, Norma Swanstrom 
Young ’51.

Marcia Allen Steele ’43, 
January 29, 2014, Wayland, 
IA. Survivors include her 
husband, Harold Steele, 3245 
Orange Ave., Wayland, IA 
52654-9442.

Dr. Jacqueline Korf 
Hultquist ’45, January 
20, 2014, Bakersfield, CA. 
Survivors include a friend, 
Marie Ice, 9910 Timeless 
Rose Court, Bakersfield, CA 
93311-3731.

Reba Coltrane Pratt ’47, 
September 20, 2013, Cedar 
Rapids, IA. Survivors include 
her husband, Donald Pratt, 
6605 Council St. NE, Cedar 
Rapids, IA 52402-1105, and 
a daughter, Cecelia Pratt 
Daniel ’70.

Rosemary Huston Haserodt 
’49, November 9, 2013, 
Kalamazoo, MI. Survivors 
include a daughter, Karen 
Stites, 1720 Breezy Point 
Lane, Kalamazoo, MI 49009.

Robert H. Dameron ’50, 
December 22, 2013, New 
London, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Joyce 
Dameron, P.O. Box 56, New 
London, IA 52645-0056.

Robert D. Fahey, Sr. ’50, 
October 18, 2013, Lakeland, 
FL. Survivors include his 
wife, Beverly Fahey, 6380 
Egret Drive #30, Lakeland, 
FL 33809.

Paul S. Haserodt ’50, March 
25, 2013, Kalamazoo, MI.

Dale P. Hilleary ’50, 
December 15, 2013, 
Danville, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Phyllis 
Hilleary, 22760 Highway 79, 
Danville, IA 52623-9004, 
a daughter, Karen Hilleary 
Nelson ’74 and a sister, 
Doris Hilleary Perske ’48.

Dr. Richard C. Wright ’50, 
January 25, 2013, Avondale, 
AZ. Survivors include 
his wife, Cynthia Wright, 
10945 W. Poinsettia Drive, 
Avondale, AZ 85323-3720.

David B. Grant ’56, 
December 28, 2013, 
Springfield, VA. Survivors 
include his wife, Gloria 
Grant, 6400 Bardu Court, 
Springfield, VA 22152-2433.

Sharon Rose Giltner 
’58, October 15, 2013, 
Northville, MI. Survivors 
include a daughter, Lori Dix, 
7470 Kane Drive, Rogers 
City, MI 49779-9538.

Leon F. McNeil ’58, January 
8, 2014, Ainsworth, IA. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Linda McNeil, 810 Oak St., 
Ainsworth, IA 52201-9474, 
and a brother, Blaine McNeil 
’66.

Dwayne E. Logan ’61, 
August 17, 2013, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Lila Logan, 
1305 E. Haynes Court, 
Mount Pleasant, IA 52641-
1859.

John T. Mehaffy ’61, 
December 2, 2013, Kalona, 
IA. Survivors include a 
son, Mark Mehaffy ’75, 
12500 Fountain Lake Drive, 
Grandview, MO 64030-
1578, and a daughter, Mary 
Hughes ’89.

Jerry R. Othmer ’61, August 
29, 2013, Muscatine, IA. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Kathy Othmer, 1012 Iowa 
Ave., Muscatine, IA 52761-
3347.

Alberta Bryan Strand ’63, 
October 29, 2013, Anamosa, 
IA. Survivors include a 
daughter, Mona Burns, 201 
Fawn Creek Circle, Anamosa, 
IA 52205-7299.

Connect with us!
Follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter
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Sharon Brown Saurini 
’65, October 12, 2013, 
Indianapolis, IN. Survivors 
include her husband, Albert 
Saurini, 6474 N. Meridian 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46260-
4228.

SSG Retired Elaine M. 
Anderson USAR ’71, 
December 24, 2013, 
Brighton, IA. Survivors 
include her brothers, 
Robert Anderson ’84, 1367 
Germanville Road, Brighton, 
IA 52540-8605 and Dr. 
Richard Anderson ’77.

Christie L. Scherer ’75, 
November 11, 2013, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include her mother, Arlene 
Scherer, 216 S. Pine St., New 
London, IA 52645-1413.

Garry Thomas ’84, 
November 24, 2013, 
Burlington, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Rosann 
Thomas, 910 S. 12th St., 
Burlington, IA 52601-3930.

Mary Lou Peterson ’85, 
February 1, 2014, Nichols, 
IA. Survivors include her 
husband, Lewis Peterson, 
2249 Camp Ave., Nichols, IA 
52766-9738.

Kenneth K. Krabill ’88, 
November 14, 2013, Mount 
Pleasant, IA. Survivors 
include his wife, Carolyn 
Krabill, 2437 Iowa Ave., 
Mount Pleasant, IA 52641-
8200, and a daughter, 
Rebecca Krabill Reimer ’01.

Faculty and Staff
Former Iowa Wesleyan 
College Vice President for 
Academic Affairs secretary 
(27 years), Katherine 
“Kay” Jay, October 25, 
2013, Mount Pleasant, IA. 
Survivors include a niece, 
Jeannette Schuh, 1816 E. 
Tano Lane, Mount Prospect, 
IL 60056.



AAA TRAVEL VACATION HIGHLIGHTS

Citadel Hill in Halifax is a National 

Historic Site of Canada. Experience 

its living history program featuring 

animators re-enacting life in the fort 

where soldiers of the 78th Highland 

Regiment and the Royal Artillery 

carried out their duties in 1869.

Step back  
    in time

View the full eight-night itinerary on other side. 

Double occupancy rates from $1,499 per person
Optional overnight pre-cruise stay in Boston; ask for details and rates

 Optional one-night pre-cruise hotel stay in Boston

 7 nights’ accommodations aboard the ms Maasdam

 All onboard meals (surcharge applies at select venues),  
activities and entertainment

 Exclusive Alumni Cocktail Party & Alumni Meeting aboard ship 

 Visits to six engaging ports offering a variety of optional shore excursions

 One specialty restaurant dinner in the Pinnacle Grill

 Chocolate-dipped strawberries in your stateroom

For details or reservations, contact:

AAA TRAVEL PRESENTS 

AAA Travel and Iowa Wesleyan College invite fellow alumni and friends on a special voyage 

along the coast of New England and the Canadian Maritimes. From the changing of the 

guard in Halifax to the changing of the leaves in the  northeast forests, you’ll experience the 

charm of this scenic region amid the blaze of autumn’s color. Your vacation can begin with an optional overnight 

hotel stay in historic Boston, before boarding Holland America’s ms Maasdam for your seven-night cruise to Montreal.

IOWA WESLEYAN COLLEGE ALUMNI CRUISE
HOLLAND AMERICA LINE  OCTOBER 11-18, 2014

AAA Travel
Stacey Schumaker
319-354-1664 • stacey.schumaker@mn-ia.aaa.com
See entire itinerary at www.iwc.edu/alumnicruise
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1000 STRONG 
means you!

Divine, Jessica, Patrick and Laura urge you to give 
to the $1.3 million annual fund goal before May 31.

Ronnetta is 
cheering for you!

Jeffrey is waiting on 
third for your gift to 
drive him home!

1000 ALUMNI 
gifts mean 

Iowa Wesleyan College 
is rising.

See details and 
donate online at 

iwc.edu/1000STRONG

Take the 
1000 STRONG

Challenge


