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Functional Fitness
Way of the future

Bright future for Wesleyan
by President Steven Titus

I

owa Wesleyan College is Iowa’s oldest and most
historic co-educational four-year college. For
171 years Wesleyan has been a pioneering and
innovative college you can be proud of and call
your own. In the months since becoming president, I
continue to be awed by the depth of commitment and
accomplishment of our
alumni, faculty and staff,
and our fabulous students.
I am proud of our rich
history and enduring
legacy, and inspired by
the people I meet and
work with each day and
by the impact this great
institution continues to
make on the world.

Kalen Henderson ’97

The College takes
seriously its mission to
prepare its students to
succeed in a changing
global environment.
And it does it well. Iowa
Wesleyan is a 2013-2014
College of Distinction.
This is an especially high
honor because Wesleyan
is one of only eight
colleges and universities
in Iowa to receive this
recognition. Wesleyan,
along with places like
Grinnell, Cornell, Luther,
Drake, and a few others,
have been nationally
recognized as excellent institutions with a strong focus
on undergraduate teaching; for offering a wide range
of innovative learning experiences; for having an active
commitment to personal development; and for being
highly regarded by graduate schools and employers for
outstanding preparation.
In addition to being named a national College
of Distinction, Wesleyan was honored for a fourth
consecutive year as a member of the 2013 President’s

Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll,
the highest national honor a college or university can
receive for its commitment to volunteering, servicelearning, and civic engagement. And Washington
Monthly recently ranked Wesleyan first in the nation
for overall institutional commitment to service.
Since 1842, Wesleyan has been committed to
a dynamic, relevant educational mission to meet its
responsibility to develop strong and ethical leaders,
strong organizations, strong economies and strong
communities in the southeast region of Iowa and
beyond.
There is a symbiotic relationship between a college
and the area it serves. Every institution of higher
education positively advances the quality of life that
is enjoyed by the citizens living within its region of
influence. In addition to the direct benefits of an
educated workforce, the second order implications
from a regional four-year college are immense.
Wesleyan not only serves as a catalyst for the area’s
economy, it also enriches the cultural, social and
intellectual fabric of our daily life.
Wesleyan delivers a comprehensive array of
relevant undergraduate programs for traditional
students and working adults in multiple locations
and online. In January 2014, the College will
launch a series of new graduate courses that will be
organized around the theme of Strategic Leadership.
Simultaneously, Wesleyan is actively forging
collaborative partnerships with two-year community
colleges. These agreements seek to establish seamless
transfer opportunities for adults wanting to remain in
the area while they complete their four-year degree.
Additionally, Wesleyan is partnering with area school
districts to develop Dual Credit courses that will
enhance high school curricula. These courses are
designed to give college-bound high school students
the chance to earn college credit before they graduate
from high school and to expose them to the power of
the Wesleyan Experience!
Wesleyan is rising and positioning for growth. And
with a 171-year head start, the future is bright and full
of promise.
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Functional Fitness
Students learn to lead

“What are you going to do with a P.E. major?”
The fitness industry has come a long way since Dr. Ricardo Dow y Anaya
fielded that question as he was fresh out of Fort Lewis College in the 1970s.
It’s not a question posed frequently today since
Americans face obesity at alarming rates and fitness/
sport/recreation consistently ranks as a multi-billion
dollar industry in this country.
Iowa Wesleyan Physical Education, Exercise
Science and Wellness faculty point to these reasons
as part of the basis for a transformation within the
program. The faculty began its program review in the
summer of 2012 and continues its efforts to complete
and update the program’s offerings. The faculty are
excited and focused as they continue working toward a
more comprehensive curriculum.
“Iowa Wesleyan has been a pioneer in so
many ways through the years and that’s true in our
program as well,” said Dr. Ricardo Dow y Anaya,
associate professor of physical education and exercise
science. “Now we’re taking that to the next level as

Amanda Kalina receives encouragement
from Associate Professor Valerie Unkrich while
mastering movements with a foam roller.
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we continually strive to improve the quality of our
program.”
The program’s academic review aligns with
President Steven Titus’ 2013-14 Planning Initiatives,
which include completing comprehensive academic
program reviews through the Commission on
Academic Excellence at IWC.

Seeing the vision
“Fitness is not a new trend,” said Dow y Anaya.
“The values of fitness are not limited to gyms and
playgrounds, but referred to in caring for our bodies
as cited in scriptures. Understanding that fitness is at
the heart of physical education, exercise science and
wellness, the faculty strives to teach students to think
about the key contribution fitness plays from the
historical, social, psychological and spiritual realms of

individuals, teams and the greater communities.”
This, combined with numerous new opportunities
for employment, helps define IWC’s fitness vision.
Associate Professor of Exercise Science Lane
Levine ’85 said today physical education is becoming
very focused on the fitness of individuals. “I think it’s
driven so much today by obesity in the United States,”
Levine said. “Physical education is becoming fitness
training. For example, we have people going into the
military who can’t pass the physical fitness test.”
Associate Professor of Physical Education and
Exercise Science Valerie Unkrich concurs, pointing
out that the state’s largest public school district now
designs 70 percent of its physical education curriculum
around fitness education.

Functional fitness flourishes

Student Ashley Mysliwiec, left, and Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach Anna Jones ’12
perform a medicine ball drill.

teachers, retirement community fitness directors, First
Responders including prospective soldiers, EMTs,
police forces and firefighters, all who must be physically
fit or want to understand the principles to teach others.

To ensure that IWC students would be learning
with the most up-to-date equipment for today’s
progressive functional fitness movement, Unkrich, a
21-year veteran on the faculty, secured a grant from
P.E. methods still teach ‘classics’
the Iowa Department of Education. The grant named
Even though the cutting edge of fitness training
IWC as one of only three post-secondary schools in
lies
in
functional fitness, the philosophy of teaching
the state to become a Learn &
calisthenics, sports and games
Serve Regional Training Site.
in P.E. still exists today, just
“Our grant application focused
“Anything I do any more
with a lighter emphasis.
on physical and motor fitness,”
seems to be based on
Unkrich incorporates her
she explains. “It allowed us to
functional fitness. But
background in public
buy $40,000 worth of new
elementary
students
still
education in the methods
equipment for Wesleyan’s
classes she teaches now for
need
to
know
how
to
work
Fitness Center.”
IWC students.
The cutting-edge
cooperatively as a team.”
“Anything I do any
equipment, now at home on
more seems to be based on
the second floor of the Howe
— Valerie Unkrich, Associate Professor
functional fitness,” she noted.
Physical
Education
&
Exercise
Science
Student Activity Center,
“But elementary students
includes kettle bells, dumb
still need to know how to
bells, medicine balls and TRX
work cooperatively as a team.
bands, which are long webbing straps suspended from
And
they
still
need
to
learn
skills—catching, dodging,
the ceiling designed to focus on core development
fleeing.
Units
like
dance,
rhythm
and movement are
through body weight/suspension training.
important,
too.
Kids
need
all
of
that.”
The grant also featured faculty training with the
Fitness is critical in today’s physical education and
equipment in support of their efforts to become a
exercise
science course work. Iowa Wesleyan’s faculty
resource for southeast Iowans interested in learning to
is
focused
on sharing many progressive fitness and
teach others, known as training of trainers.
wellness
principles
with students, teachers, trainers and
The program faculty can teach functional
the
greater
southeast
Iowa region.
fitness workshops for diverse audiences such as P.E.
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| Faculty Feats

Beckner appointed to chair Teacher Ed program
Dr. Becky Beckner, associate professor in the Division of Education, was appointed
chair of the Division’s Teacher Education Program this fall. She and Dr. Shawna Hudson,
chair of Iowa Wesleyan’s Division of Education, will work hand-in-hand to move the College
successfully through the education re-accreditation process over the next two years. Their
work involves beginning the Teacher Education Program review and aligning it with the
accreditation self-study.
Beckner teaches classroom management and early childhood education courses. Prior to
coming to IWC, she was a behavior consultant in the Columbia, Missouri, public schools for
15 years. She also served as an adjunct professor at UM-Columbia.
Beckner is a national trainer of Early Childhood Positive Behavior Interventions and
Supports, traveling each summer to Montana to provide ongoing statewide training and
support to preschool and early elementary teachers.
Dr. Becky Beckner

Faculty engage students in service
Service-Learning and Civic Engagement is an
integrated aspect of the curriculum at Iowa Wesleyan
College. The Center for Service-Learning & Civic
Engagement (SLCE) works closely with faculty to
develop high quality, sustainable service-learning
and civic engagement experiences that enhance the
academic experience of students while addressing
identified community needs.
One longstanding and notable SLCE course at
IWC is Developmental Psychology taught by
Dr. Cyndi Walljasper ’92, associate professor of
psychology and assistant dean for Wesleyan Studies.
Walljasper has partnered with Cassie Gerst, director of
Henry County Mentoring and its Club M program,
to develop a service-learning and civic engagement
experience that enhances students’ understanding of
theories and concepts related to child development
while providing Club M with high quality mentors
who make a profound impact on the lives of hundreds
of children.
One new and notable SLCE course is the English
course, Food for Thought: Writing as Service. Dr.
Lori Muntz has partnered with the Mount
Pleasant Fellowship Cup, a local non-profit assistive
organization, to enhance IWC students’ expository
writing skills as they craft interviews with Fellowship
Cup volunteers and clients. Students also conduct
research projects about poverty and food insecurity to
produce materials for use by The Cup. The students
also coordinate a film screening and food drive to
support the Fellowship Cup’s food pantry.

4
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The Center for SLCE, under new director Dr.
Chris Peckover, is working to grow co-curricular
opportunities for students as well. The center works
closely with local non-profit organizations to provide
IWC students with the opportunity to engage in
service in the Mount Pleasant
community. In addition
to encouraging students to
engage in service in the local
community, the Center for
SLCE encourages students to be
a part of service in the regional,
national and global community.
One way students can
Dr. Chris Peckover
serve beyond the Mount
Pleasant community is through
Alternative Breaks. Over the fall academic break 10
students chose to be a part of an Alternative Fall Break.
For that event students traveled to Iowa City to work
with United Action for Youth and learn more about the
variety of programs UAY offers to youth with limited
natural supports and resources.
The Center for Service-Learning & Civic
Engagement is also working with a new student
club on campus, Break-it-Up. This club will focus
on developing and leading future Alternative Break
opportunities for Iowa Wesleyan students. They are
currently working to plan and organize the 2014
Alternative Spring Break Trip. Alumni might want to
be on the lookout for IWC students to perhaps turn up
in their neighborhood in service.

Faculty Feats |

Marron continues advocacy for talented, gifted
Dr. Maureen Marron brings a wealth of
experience working with and advocating for talented
and gifted students to her new position as an assistant
professor on the IWC Division of Education faculty.
Prior to coming to IWC, she worked at the BelinBlank Center for Gifted Education in the University
of Iowa’s College of Education. She served as an
associate research scientist for four of her seven years
there.
During her work at the Belin-Blank Center

An exciting partnership is in place
between Iowa Wesleyan College
and the Iowa Talented and Gifted
Association. ITAG sponsors a Young
Scholars Conference each year at an
Iowa college or university and IWC will
be the host college in spring 2014. In the
past, up to 300 of Iowa’s brightest and
most motivated high school students
have attended the conference each
year. The attendees will hear from IWC
faculty, admissions staff and others.

she served as an ex-officio board
member for the Iowa Talented
and Gifted Association. She now
holds an at-large board position.
As an ITAG Legislative and
Advocacy Committee member
she has made annual advocacy
trips to Washington, D.C. to visit
Iowa’s Congressional delegation.
The primary focus of the ITAG
visits was on legislation which
seeks to enhance states’ reporting
Dr. Maureen Marron
of how they educate their gifted
students, including those from poverty. It also supports
continued research on how high-ability children learn
and how they are best taught.
In addition to Dr. Marron’s work with ITAG, she
recently was nominated to co-chair the Legislative and
Advocacy Committee for the National Association for
Gifted Children (NAGC).
“A main message that we work to share through
this advocacy is that gifted and high-ability students,
including those who are traditionally underserved,
need to be part of education reform efforts, especially
as Congress rewrites the No Child Left Behind
legislation,” Marron said.

Division of Science has an active semester
Wick chosen as STEM Champion
The Governor’s STEM Advisory Council establishes a partnership between business
and education leaders to promote and strengthen science, technology, engineering and
mathematics in Iowa. The goal is to better prepare students to enter careers that are extremely
important in the global economy.
Dr. Donald Wick, professor of biology and chair of Division of Science, Mathematics
and Computer Science, was recently selected the STEM Champion at Iowa Wesleyan
College. He has joined faculty representatives from 12 other Iowa Association of Independent
Colleges and University (IAICU) institutions twice during the fall semester to introduce
themselves and share information on their STEM-related activities.
In other activities this fall, Dr. Wick accompanied four Iowa Wesleyan students to the
St. Ambrose University Physical Therapy informational program and four others later to the
University of Iowa College of Medicine pre-medical conference.
He has also been serving as the liaison to area educational institutions with which IWC
has articulation agreements, including St. Ambrose University for physical therapy; Palmer
College of Chiropractic, and St. Luke’s Hospital School of Medical Laboratory Science.
He is finalizing an agreement between IWC and the American University of Antigua
(AUA) Medical School.

Dr. Donald Wick
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Celebrating 50
How do you sum up five decades of service to
a single entity?
“I don’t even know what 50 years means,”
Carol Nemitz ’56 L.H.D. ’03 admitted, her wry sense
of humor coloring her words.
Jokes aside, Nemitz acknowledged that
reflecting upon her service which spanned 11
college presidents—one of those was her own
as interim—is perhaps as difficult to do as
sifting through her memory bank of student
experiences claimed by countless alumni.
The memories and stories flowed with
flair during her roast at Homecoming
2013 dedicated “To Dean Nemitz, with
Gratitude.”
“Students will come back and tell
me stories of things I supposedly did
and I’m not saying they’re not true,
but I honestly don’t remember,” she
admitted.
She marvels at the changes in the
campus buildings in 50 years. Adam
Trieschmann Hall of Science opened
the year she arrived as counselor

Homecoming 2013
Photos, clockwise from bottom left.
IWC Jazz Band musicians liven up
the mood in the Howe Student
Activity Center during lunch;
The Homecoming Court featuring
King Micah Slifer of Tacoma, WA and
Queen Sarah Voss of Olin, IA (left) and
Prince Joesph Lennon of Duncombe, IA and
Princess Samantha Shepard of Wynet, IL;
President Titus’ family shares
togetherness before the parade;
The Tiger Trot mixes runners and walkers;
IWC alumni and students
gathered for a group photo
at the football game.
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years of service, with gratitude
of women and psychology instructor in 1963. Buildings
to follow include McKibbin Hall, Chadwick Library,
the Howe Student Activities Center and the Nemitz
Suites. As a graduate she joined her class in breaking
ground for the John Wesley Holland Student Union to
conclude their commencement ceremony. Coming
full circle, she served as construction manager of the
two most recent building projects and the Chapel
Renovation and campus energy project.
Perhaps because of her 37 years in student life, her
assessment of the greatest change in higher education
relates to the social aspects of college life. “When I first
came here, female students had to be in the residence
hall at 8:00 p.m. There were no hours for the males, but
for some reason we had to lock the women up,” Nemitz
chuckled. “We laugh about it now and yet that was the
expectation of families back then.”
Nemitz says there were a couple of positives to
come from the strict rules. “I think there was more
sociability in the residence hall back then because you
were all there together. And the students had to sneak
out and then figure out how to sneak back in. So I think
it really improved their creativity.”
The constant that was always a part of her higher

education work was enrolling and retaining students.
“The overall goal has always been enrollment driven,
so we always focused on making it comfortable for
students here.”
During the roast, people mentioned Nemitz’s
patience and calm demeanor. And even some
admitted to her that though they might not have liked
the discipline she meted out, they rarely disagreed
that it wasn’t deserved. “Ultimately, I hope people can
say that I was fair.”
So as she concludes this chapter in the memoirs
she considers – or threatens to write, she said she’s
fortunate to have had a job she’s enjoyed going to
nearly every day of her career.
“There have been so many wonderful students and
staff and colleagues I’ve worked with. I’ve really been
blessed.”
A fund has been established honoring Carol’s
commitment to the IWC student experience called the
‘Carol Nemitz Campaign for Enhanced Student Life’.
For more information contact Meg Richtman, vice
president for development and alumni relations at
319-385-6212 or meg.richtman@iwc.edu, or make your
gift online at www.iwc.edu/give.
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| Campus News

Reprint dedicated to three-time Life Member
The Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House have dedicated the reprint of the book
The James Harlan and Robert Todd Lincoln Families’ Mount Pleasant Memories by Paul
C. Juhl to Mary Helen Cammack Curtis ’42 in acknowledgment of her exceptional
support for the Harlan-Lincoln House. The highest category of membership
in the Friends of the Harlan-Lincoln House is “lifetime member” at
$10,000 and above. Curtis has now given $10,000 three times in the past
several years. She calls herself “a history buff” and explains that she feels that
the history of the Harlans and Lincolns is very important to the College and
the area.
Since Curtis graduated from Iowa Wesleyan College she has been a
Mary Helen Cammack
consistent, generous supporter of the College. A former Alumni Board
Curtis, ’42
member, she donated funds to install the elevator in the college chapel
several years before its recent renovation.
In 2001, Curtis was named Mount Pleasant Area Chamber of Commerce “Person of the Year”
in recognition of her many contributions to the community. In addition to her enduring commitments to Iowa
Wesleyan, she has served on the local school board, Henry County Health Center Board of Trustees, as a 4-H
leader, Sunday School teacher, school volunteer and a member of the Mount Pleasant Woman’s Club.
Curtis now lives in Cedar Falls and keeps current with Iowa Wesleyan developments.

IWC pleased with selective ‘Distinction’ designation
Iowa Wesleyan College is honored as a
2013-14 College of Distinction. The College of
Distinction designation is given to select schools
to honor their excellence in student-focused
higher education. Iowa Wesleyan was found to
excel in all four required distinctions and has
received a personal profile on the Colleges of
Distinction™ website.
The four distinctions are engaged students,
great teaching, vibrant communities and successful
outcomes.
Colleges of Distinction is a web-based guide for
high school juniors and seniors seeking a school that

is nationally recognized and highly recommended by
professionals in the field of education. Colleges and
universities are nominated for participation by high
school counselors and then evaluated using qualitative
and quantitative research. The colleges and universities
are not ranked, but instead are members of a consortium.
Iowa Wesleyan is one of only eight colleges and
universities in the state to be awarded this honor.
“We’re very proud to receive this distinction,” said
IWC President Dr. Steven Titus. “It is a reflection of the
dedication and excellence of our faculty, staff and students
who are committed to a dynamic student learning
experience.”

Campus appearance catches
community eye
Bob and Teenie Vitale pose with the Mount Pleasant Community Pride
Award presented to the College by the Mount Pleasant Area Chamber Alliance “in
appreciation of your exceptionally maintained property.” The award was presented
at a Chamber networking event during the summer and was recently displayed
on campus. Bob is the physical plant director for the College through National
Management Services. His wife, Teenie, volunteers in many campus beautification
efforts benefitting the facilities.
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Learning important community lessons
What do the Midwest Old Threshers Reunion and
Iowa Wesleyan College have in common? More than
you might think.
The two entities worked cooperatively together
last summer as Iowa Wesleyan students were again
called into service to pull off many tasks associated
with Mount Pleasant’s major celebration of agricultural
heritage.
IWC student-athletes and choral music students
contributed more than 1,600 hours of service to the
Reunion, which is held annually the five days ending
Labor Day.
IWC Athletic Director Mike Hampton ’72 says
that even though the students are raising money for
their athletic team or choral program, this service is
valuable for other reasons, too.
“It gives the students a sense of belonging to the
community and the area residents love seeing our
students out there,” related Hampton. “I want them to
understand that later, if they are going to live in smalltown America, they’re going to have to get involved in
these types of activities and give back. So it fits with
our mission.”
Midwest Old Threshers CEO Lennis Moore
concurs. “We see it as a very good fit between Old
Threshers and Iowa Wesleyan. We have a number of
special projects that need handled during our event.
We could hire other folks to cover these jobs, but we’d
rather work with Iowa Wesleyan on this.

“We see it as a good
fit for two reasons. One,
we rely on the excellent
organizational skills and
work ethic we’ve seen
displayed by the students
while they do their tasks at
Old Threshers, and two, it
exposes them to volunteering
in the community and to the
event. Hopefully they take
away some understanding
of what it is to be part of a
community and it teaches
them some life skills that are
so important to growing and maturing as a young
person.”
The students join the ranks of hundreds of
others who serve in some capacity to raise muchneeded funds for their organizations at the Reunion.
IWC athletic teams have the option of individually
deciding how the funds raised are spent. The vocal
music program uses its funds to defray touring
expenses. All seven men’s sports were represented and
five of the seven women’s sports worked this year.
Among their tasks: selling admission tickets, directing
traffic, working as backstage crew and security, and
operating spotlights for the nightly concerts on the
main stage.

IWC students Sarah Voss,
Skyler Rogers and Kelsie
Bunnell volunteered at
the 2013 Midwest Old
Threshers Reunion.

IWC earns accolades for service-based academics
For the second consecutive year Iowa Wesleyan has been ranked as one of the top
colleges in the country for its contribution to the public good.
Washington Monthly ranked 350 colleges offering bachelor’s degrees. Iowa Wesleyan
College ranked first overall in institutional commitment to service. The College also ranked
22nd nationally in the category of community service participation and hours served.
Washington Monthly rated schools based on their contribution to the public good in
three broad categories – social mobility, research and service.
Social mobility ranks colleges on the enrollment and graduation of low-income
students. Research recognizes research production, particularly at schools whose
undergraduates go on to earn PhDs. The service category includes the number of
students who serve in ROTC, the number of alumni who serve in the Peace Corps
and federal work-study funds spent on service, as well as student service participation and
institutional commitment to service through staffing, courses and financial aid support.
Iowa Wesleyan ranked 26th overall for baccalaureate colleges, placing it in the top eight percent nationally.
Washington Monthly is a publication covering politics, government, culture and the media. It has been
publishing its college rankings since 2005.
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| Athletics

Men’s basketball team is young but eager
The Iowa Wesleyan College men’s basketball team
has some question marks going into the season this
year, but the excitement and fire for a big year is in the
air. First-year Head Coach Todd Lorensen is looking
forward to the season and the chance to work with a
mix of returners and newcomers.
The Tigers have eight
“The strength of our program is
returners and 10 newcomers
the character of our players. We
recruit specific kids for a reason
on the team this year. They are
and our staff feels that the group young, consisting of just three
we have are young men of
seniors and three juniors. Four
high character and are hard
sophomores and eight freshmen
workers in the classroom and on
will don the purple and white.
the court. I’m excited to watch
“We have a young team that
them develop and grow here at
doesn’t
have a lot of experience,
IWC.”
but I feel like with the addition
— Coach Todd Lorensen
of some junior college kids and
IWC Men’s Basketball Coach
talented high school players, we
can make strides as a team,” said
Lorensen. “Our goal is to improve every single day. As
a program we want to be known as a tough, disciplined
team that is never fun to play against. If we can focus
on just getting better each day, drill and repetition,
then the results will come.”
The Tigers will look to their small core of
upperclassmen to lead the way this year. Lorensen
believes their experience in time management as
collegiate athletes will be a key factor in the success of
this team.
“Marquise Lewis has done a tremendous job
thus far leading the team and we fully expect that to
continue,” said Lorensen. “With 13 new players and
just two returners with significant playing experience,

Jon Umoren ’13

there is an opportunity for everyone to compete for
playing time. The players we can trust to get the job
done on the defensive end and take care of the ball are
going to play a lot of minutes.”
The 2013-14 schedule puts the Tigers up against
the big boys early. The Tigers go on the road to play
three NCAA DI programs, taking on Drake University,
the University of Nebraska-Omaha and the University
of South Dakota this season.
“Playing that type of competition will have us
prepared for our first season as a member of the St.
Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC). We
start the season with a long stretch on the road, so we
look forward to our home opener on December 4 as
being a great night for our players, program, IWC and
the community.”

NCAA conducts site visit to aid in transition to Division III
Iowa Wesleyan College continues its move
to the National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division III ranks. The Tigers launched their first year
as a provisional member on September 1. Two
representatives of the NCAA visited the campus in late
October to answer questions and help the College
make a smooth transition to the NCAA DIII.
Jean Orr, assistant director of academic
affairs and membership affairs, and Joe Walsh,
the commissioner of the Great Northeast Athletic
Conference are members of the DIII Commissioners
Association. Walsh is also a member of the National
Association of Division III Athletic Administrators.
Orr and Walsh met with IWC administrators to
discuss the continuing process. A review of the bylaws
10
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on recruiting, financial aid, eligibility, and playing and
practice sessions were on the coaching staff’s agenda.
Orr and Walsh met with the Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee (SAAC) to discuss how they can help the
committee with community and campus projects.
“We are very appreciative of the helpful guidance
we received from the NCAA staff during their on-site
visit,” said Linda Buchanan, vice president and dean
for student life. “We are proceeding smoothly into our
first year of provisional membership and have a clear
plan for completing the NCAA reporting requirements
this academic year.”
The next step in the transition to the NCAA DIII
ranks for Iowa Wesleyan will be a self-analysis of the
first year, due in June.

Athletics |

Tigers track & field focused, ready
The Tigers track and field team can’t wait for this
season. Head Coach Tad Hulst has high goals for the
team and believes they have the work ethic and ability
to meet the expectations.
“I’m extremely excited about this team,” said
Hulst. “I really believe we have the ability to be one of
the best all-around track and field teams the College
has had in a while. We will be counting on a lot of
people to step in and contribute in different events.”
Last season, in Hulst’s first year at IWC, the
Tigers broke three school records and posted 11 top
five marks in school history between the indoor and
outdoor track and field seasons. Hulst believes this
year’s team will be even more impressive.
“I really believe we have the ability to get several
school records,” Hulst noted. “Our goal is also to get
the IWC uniform back to the Drake Relays this year.”
Hulst said the Tigers will have to stay healthy to
meet those goals even though this year’s team is nearly
double the size of last year’s. “The key will be to have
a controlled passion in our training, staying focused
and working hard, but priming ourselves for that latter

part of the season.”
The Tigers are headed
to some big meets, including
competing at Iowa State
University, the University of Iowa
and Western Illinois University.
Hulst looks forward to the
schedule. “I believe the best way
to find out just how good we can
be, individually and as a team, is
to mix it up with a combination
of big meets where we see the
best athletes around and smaller
meets where we’re looking to win. From left, Anthony Harris Jr., Jacob Ayers and
I think we’ve got a great schedule Michael Klostermann
to get the most out of ourselves.
“College track and field and the training involved is
a lot different than high school so our returners will need
to help the newcomers adjust. But I believe the results
from last year will help build that faith. I fully expect
several of our newcomers to contribute right away.”

‘New era’ hopes to reflect strong tradition
IWC Women’s Basketball Coach Steve Williamson
is excited to get the season started and return the
program to the strong tradition he’s built. Williamson
will look to combine a strong core of returners with a
crew of newcomers as the Tigers enter a new era.
“We expect to get back to playing the style of
basketball that has helped our program win conference
championships and qualify for national tournaments,”
said Williamson. “We want to get back to that
winning program that we had in the past.”
The Tigers return their second-leading scorer from
a year ago in Jana Meister. Meister averaged 11.1 points
per game in the 2012-13 season. They will also looked
to Mariah Sartorius to work the boards again as she did
last year, averaging 4.2 rebounds per game a year ago.
“We’re in a transition period going from the
NAIA to the NCAA DIII ranks, so we’ve had to
adapt as we weren’t allowed to practice with our team
until October 15. It put more responsibility on our
returning players to be leaders and conduct preseason
workouts to be ready,” said Williamson.
The Tigers will look for the returners and
newcomers to mesh quickly, as they bring in a host
of newcomers who Williamson expects to step in and
contribute right away.

“We’re going to be a very new team.
I have high expectations for our incoming
student athletes. I feel we have some great
recruits to go along with our returners. Our
success will depend on how quickly they can
adjust to our style of play and pick up our
system.”
The Tigers are not shying away from
competition. Williamson is a firm believer
that it’s good to play the best teams possible
to prepare for conference and post-season
play.
The Tigers’ 2013-14 schedule includes
Simpson College and a post-Christmas
tournament at Coe College. The Tigers will
also look to make their mark in their first
Dakota Flesner
year in the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference (SLIAC).
“Our goals this year are to get better in practice
every day and compete night in and night out with the
teams on our schedule. I feel we have a team that can
be competitive and successful. But to do it, we’ll need
to develop the attitude that we are going to out-work
other teams.”
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New leadership announced
Making the connections happen
Meg Richtman comes to
Iowa Wesleyan College as vice
president for development and
alumni relations with 12 years
of advancement work at Saint
Mary’s University of Minnesota.
She entered the higher education
field in the admissions arena.
Her advancement career began
as director of alumni relations
for Saint Mary’s, to assistant vice
president.
Meg Richtman
She is a staunch believer
in the importance of alumni
engagement throughout the College, particularly in
advancement and enrollment efforts.
“I have found that alumni truly want to help
support their alma mater in a variety of ways, but it’s
our job to provide tangible opportunities to do so.”
She and Director of Alumni and Parent Relations
Anita Hampton ’71 are exploring ways alumni can
help with recruitment and career development.
Richtman connected with President Steven Titus a
little over three years ago and she said she is moved by
his inspiring leadership and vision.

Her work in philanthropy
will involve strengthening Iowa
Wesleyan’s development efforts to
become more “donor-centric.”
“We can always be
connecting with our donors
in more personal ways. It’s
important to connect the dreams
and aspirations of Iowa Wesleyan
with the philanthropic goals of
our alumni and friends to ensure
our students of tomorrow have
incredible opportunities to excel,
grow and transform here at Iowa
Wesleyan College.”
“I am excited to be part of a College that has an
amazing history and is a true gift to this community.
And the community recognizes that.”
“The alumni and friends that I have met thus far
have incredible stories to tell and passions that they
want to share in ways that can help our students of
today and tomorrow. It’s those two ideas, and helping
make those connections happen, that motivates me to
do this work.”

McCallum assumes academic affairs role
Dr. Richard J. McCallum joined the Iowa
Wesleyan senior leadership team on August 1 as vice
president for academic affairs. During
this academic year, he will orchestrate
the work of the Commission on
Academic Excellence at the College.
Also, he will advance the College’s
readiness to successfully complete
the Nursing and Teacher Education
accreditation process.
Additionally, he will support and
enhance IWC’s preparation to develop
and submit a comprehensive SelfStudy Report to the Higher Learning
Commission prior to the 2017 site visit.
Dr. Richard J. McCallum
Before arriving at Iowa Wesleyan,
McCallum became an active member of the Registry
for College and University Presidents in the fall of
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2012. With more than 25 years of experience in higher
education, McCallum has worked as an assistant
professor, full professor, and senior educational leader
in Nebraska, Missouri, Connecticut and North
Dakota.
As a Unit Commander and decorated veteran of
the 1990-1991 Gulf War, he completed more than 30
years of military service before he retired as an Army
National Guard Colonel. While serving on active duty
as an Army Infantry Officer, he was selected to attend
the Army War College as a resident student in the class
of 1995. After graduating from the War College, he
completed active duty assignments at the Pentagon,
Fort Monroe and Carlisle Barracks.
McCallum received his Master’s Degree and Ph.D.
from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Growing up
on a farm in rural northeast Nebraska, he graduated from
Wayne State College with a bachelor of arts in education.

Alumni News |

Mark Your Calendar
New England
Alumni Cruise

Thursday, January 9
Organ Recital, Catherine Taylor

See New England when the
colors are the loveliest!

Sunday, January 19
Faculty Voice Recital, Ana Miller

Iowa Wesleyan College
Alumni and Friends New
England Cruise • October 2014

Thursday, January 23
Fort Madison area Alumni Connection
Reception

Call 319-385-6215 or email
alumni@iwc.edu to be placed
on the IWC Alumni and Friends
2014 CRUISE emailing/mailing
list. Be the first to receive
details and updates!

Saturday, February 15
Montana Repertory Theater presents
The Miracle Worker, sponsored by the
Haselmayer Endowment for the Arts

Thursday, February 20
Founders’ Day
Thursday, February 27
Manning Lecture, Dr. Renita Weems,
funded by the Clifford and Maxine Manning
Annual Speaker Series

Homecoming 2014
Mark your calendars now
for an All-Greek Reunion!
Rally your sisters and
your brothers and head
back home to campus!

September 26 & 27

Tuesday, March 11
St. Louis area Alumni Connection
Reception
Thursday, March 13
Neal Lester, literary scholar of
humanities specializing in African
American literary and cultural studies
Saturday, March 15
Mt. Pleasant Chorale and Bel Canto
Chorale Concert
Tuesday, March 18
American Shakespeare Center presents
Othello, sponsored by the Haselmayer
Endowment for the Arts

Tuesday, March 25
Cedar Rapids area Alumni Connection
Reception
Thursday, March 27
Nancy Hale, Executive Director of NAMI
of Iowa
Friday, April 4
Presidential Inauguration

Save the Date!
CLASS OF 1964
Commencement Reunion May 2 & 3, 2014

Monday, April 14
IWC Choir Home Concert

Check www.iwc.edu for times and locations
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1930s
Mildred Berger ’39, Bowling
Green, OH, has moved from
Springfield, OH, to be near
her daughter. She taught high
school English for 28 years.

Dr. Dolores Graf Poulter
Wilson ’63, Mount Pleasant,
IA, was honored as the grand
marshal of the 2013 Midwest
Old Threshers Reunion held
over Labor Day weekend.

1950s
Dr. Howard DeVore ’50,
Eugene, OR, was honored as
Rotarian of the Year 2013 by
Eugene Delta Rotary Club.
Howard and wife Betty’s
son, Joel DeVore, has been
appointed to the Court of
Appeals by Oregon Governor
John Kitzhaber.

NEW!
Donate online at
www.iwc.edu/give
Jim McCoy ’53 and Eleanor,
Urbandale, IA, attended his
21st annual military reunion
in September held near
Omaha, NE. The reunions
are Army engineers who built
airstrips and roads for the new
Air Force during the Korean
Conflict. Jim’s engineer
battalion, along with its sister
battalion, built the airstrip at
K-55, which is now Osan Air
Force Base, South Korea, and
is still in use today. Jim and
Eleanor started coordinating
reunions in 1993.

1960s
Joan Langs McElwee ’61, St.
Anthony, MN, enjoys living
near her son, Matthew, and
three grandchildren, Justice,
Jordan and Sophie.

Dr. Dolores Graf Poulter Wilson ’63

Michael Berman ’64,
Lakewood, NJ, serves as
general counsel to the
National Museum of
American-Jewish Military
History in Washington, DC.
He also serves as general
counsel to the New Jersey
State Council of the Vietnam
Veterans of America. He
is a member of the Ocean
County Catholic Charities
Advisory Board and vice
president of Ocean County
Jewish Federation for which
he chairs Jewish Children
and Family Services. He was
recently approved by the
state to teach on the topic
of domestic violence. He
continues to maintain his
law practice as a full-time
attorney.
Sandy Buckman Cornish
’64, Leesburg, FL, is
volunteering four days a
week. She teaches computer,
e-reader, tablet and smart
phone skills to seniors two
days a week. The other two

Schmidt Art show reception

Clark Schmidt ’56 with President
14 Betty
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A reception for artist
Betty Clark Schmidt ’56
was held during
Homecoming in the
P.E.O. Art Gallery.
Attendees enjoyed
viewing Schmidt’s
paintings while listening
to poetry inspired by
the artwork, written and
read by members of the
IWC Living Poets Society.

days she volunteers at the
Leesburg Library Bookstore
and her church’s Thrift
House. She is webmaster
for Friends of the Library
and administrator for the
church’s and Library Friends’
Facebook pages. She loves to
Skype with the family living
1,100 miles away and traveled
to Fayetteville, NC, to meet
her sixth great-grandchild
born in August.
Mary Sue Megchelsen
Chatfield ’66 and Roger,
Keokuk, IA, were honored
for their volunteer work
with Montrose Riverfront,
Inc., with the Community
Service Heritage Award at the
59th Montrose Watermelon
Festival.

Roger and Mary Sue Megchelsen
Chatfield ’66

Linda Griswold Eldridge ’66
and Dave, New Boston, IL,
spent a week at Disneyland
in October with their son,
David and Caryn, daughter,
Carrie, and her husband,
Mike, and their children,
Jerry, 4, and Rodney, 2.
Joyce Alexion Hinckley ’67,
Sterling, MA, has retired as
a psychologist but continues
university teaching through
Adult Learning at Fitchburg
State University. Her current
course is “Turbans, Tiles,
and Tulips: The Ottoman
Empire.”
Janet Newhall Spoerl ’67,
Glen Ridge, NJ, retired in
June after teaching since
1967, grades 7- 9 English
in Cedar Rapids, IA, then
elementary language arts
grades 3 - 5 in Montclair,
NJ. She is a docent at the

Crane House where students
tour the 1794 house, visit
an open-hearth kitchen, and
experience old-fashioned
school instruction.
Rev. Don ’68 and Carol
Schone Robinson ’69, Santa
Clarita, CA, retired from
active pastoral ministry in the
United Methodist Church at
the end of June. Don served
15 years as pastor; six years
at Alpha (IL) UMC and
nine years at Port Byron First
UMC with seven of those
years as directing pastor of
the Twin Rivers Cooperative
Parish. They have relocated
to Santa Clarita, CA, where
they are close to one of
their daughters and their
granddaughter. Carol is
spending much of her time
reading and sewing while
Don reads and writes.
Beverly Calhoun Whitby
’68, Bradenton, FL, is a
member of the Sarasota Pops
Orchestra, Anna Maria Island
Chorus and Community
Orchestra, Robin String
Ensemble, Sarasota Pops
Quartet and Sweet Adelines.
She played the fiddler in the
pit for the production of
“Fiddler on the Roof.”

A sisters reunion drew together
Sandra Fuellhart Evans
’67, New Market, MD,
Susan Fuellhart Loyd ’68,
Harpswell, ME, Ann Fuellhart
Seamans, Bedford, MA,
and Dana Fuellhart ’67,
Rochester, NY.

1970s
Paula Rowland Sanders ’70,
Mount Pleasant, IA, retired in
June after 10 years as associate
librarian at Iowa Wesleyan
College.

Alumni Class Notes |
Linda Chase Brissey ’71,
Lake Villa, IL, has retired
after 18 years as a welder and
24 years in quality assurance.
She is on the adjunct faculty
at a local community college.
David Foster ’71 and Mercia,
Mount Pleasant, MI, received
Distinguished Membership
in the National Society of
Collegiate Scholars for their
work with Kids Against
Hunger Coalition based in
Michigan, along with their
volunteer work with Circle
K International and Builders
Club, which are part of the
Kiwanis family.
Bonnie Briscoe Shanley ’72,
Bloomingdale, IL, is working
at Macy’s in Schaumburg in
her 18th year. She has been
married 39 years, has three
children and one grandson.
Wendy Alter Lee ’74 and
husband, Mark, Batavia,
IL, participated for the
fourth consecutive year in
the Register’s Annual Great
Bicycle Ride Across Iowa
(RAGBRAI). Wendy and
her team of 11 people were
hosted by Richard ’62 and
Christine Seitz Kluver ’72 in
Harlan and by David Dixon
’75 and wife, Patricia, in
Oskaloosa while on the ride.
Kathy Bowman Warden
’74, Victor, IA, retired
from 38 years teaching
special education at HLV
Community School District.
She and her husband, Lane,
have two children and two
grandchildren. They are
looking forward to a trip to
Europe.
Tony Stingley ’75, Saint
Paul, MN, is the director of
training and outreach for
the United States Tennis
Association (USTA),
Northern section, as well
as the national recreational
on-court trainer. He is the
national adult development
tester for the Professional

All-Alumni Homecoming Reunion

Seated, front row: Margie Hudson Armstrong ’72, Jo Beavers ’91, Debbie Goehring
Armstrong ’88, Joanne Word Salemink ’88
Seated, back row: Dolores Graf Poulter Wilson ’63, Sue Brown Michael ’72, Carol Nemitz
’56, L.H.D. ’03, Donna Hanson Roe ’83, Cindy Anderson Streeter ’03
Standing, front row: Linda Eggenberger Brockway ’70, Todd Lange ’72, Dave Myers ’72,
Chuck Armstrong ’70, Marty Lange Boesenberg ’73, Shelly Bull Railsback ’88, Lane Levine
’85, Nancy Hyett Koresko ’73, Tracy Clark Andrews ’89, Anita Brent Hampton ’71
Standing, back row: Dandeena Hamilton Schadle ’88, J.D. Schimmelpfennig ’63,
Mick Michael ’72, John Donaldson ’63, Jack Becker ’63, Tony Burton ’88, Robert Roe ’82,
Diane Adair Criswell ’73, Larry Criswell ’71

Tennis Registry (PTR) and
earned two youth-level
professional certifications
and one adult-level pro
certification. Tony, his wife,
Ronda, along with sons, Marc
and David, daughter-in-law,
Lisa, and granddaughter,
Langston, were awarded the
2013 USTA Northern Family
of the Year Award.
Ruth Stoddard Blayer ’76,
Iowa City, IA, retired as halftime pastor after serving 11
years at Springdale United
Methodist Church.

Brig. Gen. Lisa NaftzgerKang ’83, Wilmette, IL, is
the mobilization assistant
to the Air Force Deputy
Surgeon General, Office
of the Surgeon General,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force,
Falls Church, VA. She assists
the deputy surgeon general
in directing the operations
of the Air Force medical
service, comprised of a
$7.1 billion, 43,000-person
integrated health care

delivery system serving 2.4
million beneficiaries at 75
military treatment facilities
worldwide. Included in
these functions are clinical
operations and quality,
aeromedical evacuation,
global force management,
readiness, strategic medical
plans, programs and budget,
medical force management
and medical information
systems management.

Nancy DeMoss Hagy ’76,
Sunbury, PA, was the
featured artist at the Valley
Gallery in Jersey Shore, PA, in
October.

1980s
John Knobloch ’80,
Erwinna, PA, is vice president
of the northeastern region at
Harvard Protection Service,
LLC.

Sara Titus (right), Chapter AP, Minnesota, was a guest
at the Henry County P.E.O. Chapters dinner at IWC in
October to hear Emily Kann (center), Chapter GT, Winfield,
present a report of this year’s International Convention.
On the left is Elizabeth Davenport Garrels ’67, L.H.D. ’11,
past P.E.O. International President.
December 2013 PURPLE
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Deb Wilcox Ludwig ’85,
Stratton, CO, is a pharmacy
nurse manager at Kit Carson
Correctional Facility in
Burlington where she oversees
the management of clinic
and inmate medications
for the 1,600-bed male
correctional facility. She helps
her husband, Lance, manage
Sixshot Hunt Club near
Stratton. Sixshot is a hunting
preserve that specializes in
guided upland gamebird
hunts. Deb is president of
Chapter AX, P.E.O.
Dr. Sharon Summers ’85,
San Antonio, TX, earned
a Doctoral Degree in
Education with emphasis
on visual impairments and
multiple disabilities and
completed course work
toward principal certification
at Concordia University. She
is an associate professor at
the University of Phoenix
College of Education, teaches
full time at a public middle
school in San Antonio and
completes record reviews
for Hand in Hand Home
School, LLC.
Lynita Graber ’89 and
Clayton, Stambaugh, Lomax,
IL, were married January 11,
2013.

1990s
Bobette Boggs Massaglia
’91, Pekin, IL, is a media
specialist for Astoria (IL)
Schools.
Teresa Tobin Beenblossom
’96, Washington, IA, is
the principal at Kalona
Elementary and Washington
Township Elementary for
the Mid-Prairie Community
School District. Teresa and
her husband, Marty ’91, are
the parents of two children,
Brynn, 10, and Luke, 7.
Kelly Engelken ’96 and
Matthew Prickett, Mount
Pleasant, IA, were married
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April 27, 2013. Kelly is
a program developer at
Southeastern Community
College Center for Business.

Matt Petersen ’03, Spring
Valley, IL, is head boys
basketball coach at South
Elgin High School.

Jim Folker ’98, Mount
Pleasant, IA, is the strategic
sourcing manager at Civco
Medical Solutions in Kalona.
Jim and his wife, Erin
Folker ’00, are the parents
of two children, Emily and
Evan. Jim and Erin own and
operate Portable Playlist DJ
& Karaoke. The website is:
www.portableplaylistdj.com.

Heather Lightfoot ’05,
North English, IA, is grades
7-12 principal at English
Valleys in North English.
Karen Davidson ’06 and
Bernard Middleton, Volo, IL,
were married July 19, 2013.

C- series Bombardier aircraft.
Lisa Lorack Taylor ’08,
Olds, IA, is a parent educator
specialist for Washington
County Public Health.
Raigan Wear Brown ’10,
Carthage, IL, is an emergency
room nurse at Memorial
Hospital. She is pursuing a
master’s degree in healthcare
administration at Kaplan
University.
Rosemary “Mary Beth”
Smith Caboth ’10 and Cale,
Mount Pleasant, IA, are the
parents of a daughter, Ellie
Jean, born January 22, 2013.

Bernard and Karen Davidson
Middleton ’06

Jim Folker ’98

2000s
John ’00 and Katrina
Ulrich Shirley ’01, Atyrau,
Kazakhstan, are teaching
for Quality Schools
International (QSI), learning
a little Russian and enjoying
exploring a new part of the
world with their two boys,
ages 5 and 7.
Christy Stutzman Kerr ’01
and Jamey, Wellman, IA, are
the parents of a son, Edison
James, born February 26,
2013. He was welcomed
home by siblings, Sofia, 6,
and Karson, 4.

Tina Kruckenberg Miranda
’06, Grimes, IA, was
promoted to assistant director
of admissions at Grand View
University.
Mike ’06 and Amber Riley
Springsteen ’08, West
Burlington, IA, are the
parents of a daughter, Taelyn,
born September 22, 2013.
Miranda Bernhart ’07 and
Heath Hillyard, Burlington,
IA, are the parents of a
daughter, Harlynn Sue, born
February 11, 2013. Miranda
earned a master in education
from Viterbo University.

Harlynn Sue Hillyard

Edison James Kerr and siblings,
Sofia and Karson

Bruno Rwayitare ’08,
Coralville, IA, is a software
engineer at Rockwell Collins
in Cedar Rapids. He writes
software for cockpit displays
for Gulfstream G280 and

Ellie Jean Caboth

Hillary Dunnegan
Schnathorst ’11, Hampton,
VA, earned her master’s
of public administration,
concentrating in environmental management
from Troy University. In
September, Hillary and her
husband, Rob, completed
the Air Force Marathon in
Dayton, OH.

Hillary Dunnegan Schnathorst ’11

Paula Wiley ’11, Mount
Pleasant, IA, is the reference
and instruction librarian at
Iowa Wesleyan’s Chadwick
Library. She is responsible for
providing general reference

Alumni Class Notes |
and classroom and individual
instruction that incorporates
active learning principles
in face-to-face and online
settings. She also handles the
responsibilities associated
with inter-library loans.
Paula earned an MSLS from
Clarion University.
Claire Harapat ’12, Kalona,
IA, is working in the neonatal
intensive care unit at the
University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics. She is pursuing a
graduate nursing degree.
Karynda Mangold ’12 and
Casey, Mount Pleasant, IA,
are the parents of a daughter,
Kinsley Rose, born September
10, 2013. She was welcomed
home by her brother, Wyatt, 4.
Jacque Wolford ’12,
Wapello, IA, is teaching at
Louisa-Muscatine Elementary
School Community.
Monica Bowlyow ’13,
Mount Union, IA, is
pursuing a master of science
degree with specialization in
school counseling at Capella
University.
Rebecca Burk ’13, Hillsboro,
IA, is teaching third grade
at North Hill Elementary
School in Burlington.
Jenny Camarata ’13, Mount
Pleasant, IA, is an admissions
counselor at Iowa Wesleyan
College.
Alice Cook ’13, Fort
Madison, IA, is teaching K-8
music for West Burlington
School District.

is pursuing the psychiatric
nursing practitioner DNP.
Craig Fleece ’13, Dallas City,
IL, is teaching art at Black
Hawk Elementary School in
Burlington.
Joe Garvey ’13, New
London, IA, is teaching
industrial technology at New
London High School.
Corey Hamilton ’13, Mount
Pleasant, IA, is teaching first
grade at Holy Trinity Catholic
Schools in Fort Madison.
Betsy Hill ’13, Fort Madison,
IA, is a nurse at Blessing
Hospital in Quincy, Illinois.
Kaisie Kurtz ’13,
Donnellson, IA, is teaching
K-12 special education at
Holy Trinity Catholic Schools
in Fort Madison and is the
junior high softball coach
at Central Lee Community
School in Donnellson.
Alyssa Lindo ’13, Mount
Pleasant, IA, a nurse at the
University of Iowa Hospitals
and Clinics has been accepted
into the nurse residency
program and is pursuing
the psychiatric nursing
practitioner DNP.

Megan McVey ’13, La Vista,
NE, is teaching geometry
and pre-calculus at Papillion
LaVista High School.
Renee Merydith ’13,
Keokuk, IA, is teaching prekindergarten at St. Vincent’s
School.
Andrew Miller ’13, Mount
Pleasant, IA, a nurse in the
surgical intensive care unit
at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinics has
been accepted into the nurse
residency program to become
a Certified Registered Nurse
Anesthetist (CRNA).
Derrick Nillissen ’13,
Wittenberg, WI, has been
accepted to the Doctor of
Physical Therapy program at
Carroll University.
Carlos Richards ’13,
Detroit, MI, is the logistics
coordinator at Central
Transport in Warren.
Heidi Roundy-Springer ’13,
Burlington, IA, is teaching
kindergarten at North Hill
Elementary School for the
Burlington Community
School District.

Annual Report
Look for the 2013 Annual
Report of Donors online at

www.iwc.edu/annualreport
Jaydon Wagenbach ’13,
Burlington, IA, is teaching in
severe/profound at Edward
Stone Middle School.

In Memoriam
Lloyd Dresser ’31,
September 19, 2013, Ames,
IA. Survivors include a son,
David Dresser, 30528 510th
Ave., Kelley, IA 50134-8509. A
memorial has been established
to the Iowa Wesleyan College
Alumni Association.
Verna Thompson Buffington
’36, August 29, 2013,
Columbus Junction, IA.
Esther Frischknecht
Armstrong ’40, January 31,
2013, Macomb, IL.
Harriet Fansher Messer ’41,
February 16, 2012, Glidden,
IA. Survivors include a
daughter, Nancy Messer,
7329 Prairie Hills Circle,
Cheyenne, WY 82009-2012.

Alumni gather at West End
Architectural Salvage

Natalie Cunningham ’13,
Marion, IA, is teaching
elementary music for Osage
Community School District.
Angela Dossett ’13, Wapello,
IA, a nurse at the University
of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics
has been accepted into the
nurse residency program and

President of the Alumni Association Board of Directors Annette Jennings Scieszinski ’77 and
Trustee Jason Kiesey ’94 hosted an alumni reception at the West End Architectural Salvage
in Des Moines. Over 80 alumni and friends gathered to meet Dr. Steven and Sara Titus and
17
family and peruse the unusual home furnishings throughout the
business.
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Connect a student
Do you know a student who
would love the personal attention,
leadership opportunities and great
learning experience an Iowa
Wesleyan education offers?

Let us know at
admit@iwc.edu
Dorothy E. Alexander ’44,
July 12, 2013, Burlington,
IA. Survivors include a son,
Ross Alexander, 110 Glendale
Drive, Burlington, IA 526011502.
Mardeena Wilson White
’44, March 5, 2013,
Centerville, IA. Survivors
include a son, Terry White,
7215 Sheffield Place,
Cumming, GA 30040-7395.
Jean Wier Bieri ’45, March
16, 2013, Iowa City, IA.
Survivors include her
husband, Richard Bieri, 2423
Walden Road Apt. 304, Iowa
City, IA 52246-4106.

Gwen Wonderlich Schiller
’47, July 10, 2013, Windsor
Heights, IA. Survivors include
her husband, Bob Schiller
’49, 7154 El Rancho Ave.,
Windsor Heights, IA 503245845.
John “Jack” Harness ’48,
May 11, 2013, Keokuk, IA.
Survivors include his wife,
Helen Harness, 1 S. Oak
Court, Keokuk, IA 526322133.
M. Madora Lonsdale
Smith ’48, June 3, 2012,
Washington, IA. Survivors
include her husband, Dr.
Max Smith ’48, P.O. Box
311, Washington, IA 523530311, and a sister, Gladys
Lonsdale Burba ’52.
Wesley M. Soto ’48, July
4, 2013, Palm Harbor, FL.
Survivors include his wife,
Joyce Soto, 2655 Nebraska
Ave. Apt. 632, Palm Harbor,
FL 34684-2612.
Viola Sanders Greene ’49,
July 17, 2013, Green Valley,
AZ. Survivors include her
husband, Robert Greene ’47,

500 W. Camino Encanto Apt.
122, Green Valley, AZ 856146112.
James C. Kauffman ’49,
September 30, 2013, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors
include his wife, Mary
Kauffman ’98, 1104 N.
Perry St., Mount Pleasant, IA
52641-1251.
Rovona Steele Miller ’49,
September 3, 2013, Wellman,
IA. Survivors include a son,
Eldon Miller, 1024 560th St.
SW, Wellman, IA 523569555, and a sister, Roberta
Steele Parks ’44.
Paul G. Hagglund ’50,
September 19, 2013,
Ottumwa, IA. Survivors
include his wife, Mary Lou
Hagglund, 613 E. Alta Vista
Ave., Ottumwa, IA 525011406.
Pauline Evans McDaniel
’50, September 7, 2013,
Danville, IA. Survivors
include a daughter, Jane
McDaniel Claar, 138 Rhoades
Way, Folsom CA 95630.

John M. Rowley ’50,
October 6, 2012, Lombard,
IL. Survivors include his wife,
Mary Rowley, 563 S. Edson
Ave., Lombard, IL 601482422.
Kenneth G. Swanson
’50, November 10, 2012,
Arlington, TX. Survivors
include his wife, Loraine
Swanson, 2319 Table Rock
Court, Arlington, TX 760062783.
Gail L. Tuttle ’50, September
7, 2013, Bloomington, IL.
Survivors include a son, Phil
Tuttle, 4075 Boles Creek
Drive, Duluth, GA 300965460.
Rev. Everett K. Burham ’51,
August 12, 2013, Washington,
IA. Survivors include his wife,
Ione Burham, 1022 S. Ave.
B Apt. 3A, Washington, IA
52353-1050.
Iowa Wesleyan College
Trustee (1984-2004) and
Iowa Wesleyan College Life
Trustee (2004-2013) Robert
T. Dodder ’51, D.D. ’72,
August 10, 2013, Council

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
99th Birthday
Bernice Commers ’63, Wellman, IA, July 28.

97th Birthday
Nellie Whyle Tinsley ’37, What Cheer, IA, August 27.

96th Birthday
Elizabeth “Betty” Lundgren Jagger ’39, Virginia Beach, VA,
October 20.

95th Birthday

92nd Birthday
Cleta Baker ’50, Greensboro, NC, July 13.

91st Birthday

Joseph Boyle ’41, Keokuk, IA, September 5.

Roger “Bill” Severt ’43, DeLand, FL, July 4.
Dick Doherty ’44, Springfield, IL, September 14.

93rd Birthday

90th Birthday

Doris Cornick Brent ’41, Mount Pleasant, IA, August 8.
Velma Thomas Kohfeld ’42, Hemet, CA, September 15.
Nancy Lankford Morris ’42, Henderson, NV, September 1.
Jane Anderson Rizer ’42, College Place, WA, August 31.
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Esther Bailey Kilpatrick ’46, Dallas, TX, August 7.
Lyle Swan ’48, Mount Pleasant, IA, August 4.
Bob Bohm ’50, Palmetto Bay, FL, October 8.
Dr. Art Griffen ’50, Reno, NV, August 1.
Virginia McCartney ’65, Carol Stream, IL, July 21.
Peg Swenson ’71, Mount Pleasant, IA, August 1.
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Shirley Neill Kormondy ’46, Cherry Hill, NJ, July 18.
Robert Vandenberg ’46, Plymouth, MN, October 18.
Marguerite Morgan Vandagriff ’48, Fort Dodge, IA, August 10.
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Bluffs, IA. Survivors include
his wife, Irene Dodder, 216
Cloverdale Drive, Council
Bluffs, IA 51503-5317. A
memorial has been established
to Iowa Wesleyan College.
Rev. Dr. Curtis W. Garrett
’52, June 26, 2012, Whiting,
NJ. Survivors include his
wife, Julia Garrett, 50 Lacey
Road Ste. D110, Whiting, NJ
08759-4420.
Austin E. Koehler ’52,
February 23, 2012, Green
Valley, AZ. Survivors include
his wife, Loretta Koehler,
1636 N. Rio Mayo, Green
Valley, AZ 85614-3977.
Verner A. Landgren ’52,
January 27, 2013, Venice, FL.
Survivors include his wife,

Dorothy Morgan Landgren
’53, 4000 Aston Gardens
Drive Unit 201, Venice, FL
34292-6003.

Norma Dollman Cassioppi
’56, December 4, 2012,
Rockford, IL. Survivors
include her husband,

Dorothy Kimbell Southard
’53, July 2013, Redding,
CA. Survivors include her
husband, Chuck Southard,
4550 E. Bonnyview Road,
Redding, CA 96001-4208.

Gene Cassioppi ’53, 3720
Oklahoma Drive, Rockford,
IL 61108-6116.

Lathan W. Steinmetz ’55,
July 26, 2013, Arvada, CO.
Survivors include his partner,
Harry Lordino, 7552 Fenton
St., Arvada, CO 80003-2929.
Ronald O. Bohnsack ’56,
February 27, 2013, Wilton,
IA. Survivors include his wife,
Rea Kay Bohnsack, 2049
Highway 927, Wilton, IA
52778-9201.

Jerry W. Lorimor ’59,
September 26, 2013, Iowa
City, IA. Survivors include a
daughter, Sue Lorimor, 246
Camino Del Mundo, Fort
Collins, CO 80524-8962.
E. David Mineart ’60,
October 24, 2013, Norwalk,
IA. Dave served on the
IWC Alumni Association
Board from 1982-88, as
vice president from 198994, and as president from
1995-98. Survivors include

his wife, Elizabeth “Libby”
Gentry Mineart ’60, 1115
Maple Ave., Norwalk, IA
50211-1639, two daughters,
Kathryn Mineart Vitale ’83
and Laurie Mineart ’85 and
a son, Tim Mineart ’87.
Ralph E. Fariss ’61, August
26, 2013, Montrose, IA.
Survivors include a daughter,
Tamara Arbogast ’95, 2221
Salem Road, New London,
IA 52645-9164.
Carol Holsteen Kelly ’61,
August 13, 2013, West Point,
IA. Survivors include sisters,
Helen Holsteen Caris ’57,
19077 Cypress View Drive,
Fort Myers, FL 33967-4826
and Dorothy Holsteen
Klodnycky ’58.

Heritage Club membership supports the future of Iowa Wesleyan
The Heritage Club consists of individuals who desire to guarantee the future
of Iowa Wesleyan College through their estate plans. They have remembered Iowa
Wesleyan in their wills, through an insurance policy or through some form of an
annuity or trust. Their thoughtfulness helps keep Iowa Wesleyan strong as it seeks to
meet the needs of future generations and students.
Planned gifts are very important to the College. In your will or living trust, you
can direct assets to Iowa Wesleyan College. A charitable bequest not only extends your
lifetime commitment to the College, but also qualifies your estate for a deduction
that reduces tax liability. You can arrange to give a specific amount, property or a
percentage of your estate.
Alumni and friends who have listed Iowa Wesleyan College as a beneficiary in
Tony Burton ’88
their estate plans should contact Dawn Dunnegan in the Office of Development
and Alumni Relations so that you will be included in the Heritage Club. Knowing about estate gifts helps the College
plan for the future and set long term goals. The College would also like to thank you properly and honor you with
membership.
For more information on the Heritage Club or how you can include Iowa Wesleyan College in your estate planning,
contact Dawn Dunnegan, Development Officer, at 319-385-6238, or dawn.dunnegan@iwc.edu

Why I Joined the Heritage Club
“I know that my education was made possible because of others who had made gifts to the College before me. I wanted to be
part of that and carry on the tradition. I began giving annually to Iowa Wesleyan the first year that I was out of College. I later
joined the Heritage Club by naming Iowa Wesleyan College in my estate planning so that I could play a role in helping with the
sustainability of the College and assist with the education of future generations.”
— Tony Burton ’88
December 2013 PURPLE & WHITE
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Joann Fosha Schroeder ’61,
May 5, 2013, Longview,
TX. Survivors include her
husband, Bill Schroeder, 4917
Tanglewood Drive, Longview,
TX 75604-9245.
Marcia E. Cammack ’63,
June 16, 2013, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors
include a son, Mark
Cammack, 56 Woodranch
Circle, Danville, IA 945066112.
Charles W. Hourihan ’65,
July 27, 2012, Queen City,
MO. Survivors include his
wife, Linda Hourihan, P.O.
Box 361, Queen City, MO
63561-0361, and a daughter,
Teresa Hourihan ’89.
Dr. Howard O. Nash ’66,
July 30, 2012, Baltimore,
MD. Survivors include his

wife, Molly Pitcher Nash
’66, 6926 N. Stalworth Drive
Apt. 311, Peoria, IL 616158208.

92037-4626, and a brother,
Ted Roth ’73. A memorial
has been established to Iowa
Wesleyan College.

Helen L. Clark ’67, June
13, 2013, Iowa City, IA.
Survivors include a son, Ron
Clark, 1429 Glendale Road,
Iowa City, IA 52245-3311.

Paul A. Minkus ’73, May
27, 2013, Springfield, VA.
Survivors include his wife,
Kathleen Minkus, 6423
Rotunda Court, Springfield,
VA 22150-1342.

Mary L. Lankford ’67,
January 16, 2012, Hot
Springs, AR. Survivors
include her husband, Eugene
Lankford, 1650 SE Holiday
Crest Circle Apt. 320,
Waukee, IA 50263-8664.

Helen A. Arthur ’74, June
14, 2013, Iowa City, IA.
Survivors include a son, John
Arthur, 4104 Kitty Lee Road
SW, Iowa City, IA 522408986.
Jane F. Rinker ’74, June 26,
2013, Burlington, IA.

Nadine E. Kyle ’72,
September 20, 2013, Mount
Pleasant, IA. Survivors
include a brother, Gary
Kyle, 604 N. Lombardy
Road, Mount Pleasant, IA
52641-1443. She served
as Iowa Wesleyan’s library
bibliographic technical
associate from 1987-2013.

Mark S. Shoemaker ’74,
November 29, 2012, Oregon,
IL. Survivors include his
wife, Maja Shoemaker, 1217
Mongan Drive, Oregon, IL
61061-8700.

Iowa Wesleyan College
Trustee (1997-2009) Duane
J. Roth ’72, August 3, 2013,
La Jolla, CA. Survivors
include his wife, Renee
Simonini Roth ’72, 265
Coast Blvd., La Jolla, CA

James J. McDermott, Jr.
’76, February 25, 2013,
Manchester, IA. Survivors
include his wife, Deanna
Ahrens McDermott ’77,
5440 Caddis Bend Apt. 201,
Fitchburg, WI 53711-7107.

Gerald A. Snyder ’95, August
5, 2013, Mount Pleasant,
IA. Survivors include his
wife, Susie Snyder, 1008 E.
Monroe St., Mount Pleasant,
IA 52641-1830.
Sandra Worley Miller ’98,
April 1, 2012, Ottumwa,
IA. Survivors include her
husband, Mike Miller, P.O.
Box 1311, Ottumwa, IA
52501-7311.
Jessie L. Westfall ’99,
March 27, 2012, Muscatine,
IA. Survivors include her
husband, Luke Westfall,
405 Begg St., Muscatine, IA
52761-4826.
Alicia Anderson Sholl
2006, September 19, 2013,
Fort Madison, IA. Survivors
include her husband, Ian
Sholl, 611 13th St., Fort
Madison, IA 52627.
Elijah T. Albert 2013, June
15, 2013, Richmond, CA.
Survivors include his mother,
Vanessa Albert, 630 42nd St.,
Richmond, CA 94805-1818.

Volkmann drawn out of retirement for ‘stimulating
work break’
M. Fredric Volkmann ’66, L.H.D. ’13 assumed
the interim vice presidency for strategic
communications at The Pennsylvania State University.
He is vice chancellor emeritus at Washington University
in St. Louis. The position will last for at least six months,
perhaps slightly longer, while Penn State searches for a
new president, who will then appoint a permanent vice
president to fill the position.
Fred and wife, Barb, have moved to State College,
but will return to their permanent St. Louis home when
his term of service ends.
Penn State approached Volkmann about bringing
his communications and management experience
to bear on the University’s significant challenges of
late. Volkmann said after much personal deliberation
and convincing encouragement from Penn State’s
outstanding leaders and trustees, he, along with
20
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Barb, decided to accept the
appointment.
“I have observed Penn
State’s progress for three
decades, following an over-theshoulder review of their external
relations efforts that I was asked
to conduct in the early 1980s.
Their program has been strong
throughout this time, and there
are many motivated and
talented professionals on their communications and
marketing team. I look forward to working with them
as we pull together to maintain and build internal and
external programs to address the institution’s needs,”
Volkmann said.

I AM WESLEYAN
here’s no question that the Iowa Wesleyan
College service-learning curriculum has
shed some light on what’s important to
Jamarco Clark. It doesn’t hurt that a couple of
influential teachers early in his life had a major
impact on him, too.
Jamarco, a senior from Pensacola, FL, said he
might not have come to college if it weren’t for the
belief of two middle school teachers. “I was a bad
kid in middle school,” he admits. “Nothing criminal,
just always messing around, not listening in school,
always getting in trouble.
“I had two teachers who should have given
up on me, but they didn’t. They have always been
there for me.”
Jamarco found his way to campus via the
football squad, but soon was introduced to servicelearning in the classroom. He wasn’t wild about
doing the first assignment, but he knew he wanted
it to have significance.
“You could pick a project that’d be easy,” he
explains, “but it wouldn’t stick, you know?”
So with the help of Nicole Moore-Hampton
Nienhaus ’02 and local Brown’s Shoe Fit owner Kurt
Moon, he chose to provide new athletic shoes to
local school children who hadn’t had that thrill.
This past summer Jamarco was one of 100
college sophomores and juniors awarded a Teach
for America Rising Leader Fellowship which took
him to a leadership conference in Washington,
D.C.
“Their focus is educational inequity. So we
looked at data on children in the juvenile justice
system,” Jamarco explained. “We gathered test
scores and different education requirements.
We need to show the students that just because
they’ve made a mistake, it doesn’t have to ruin
their life.”
He’s now a youth care worker at Christamore
House in Mount Pleasant, a residential school for
at risk adolescents and their families. Jamarco
has always been intent on teaching, but his
experiences have shown him he might want to
help youth perhaps as a counselor.
His insight and maturity, as he begins reflecting
during his senior year, offer him clarity of vision.
“There’s no mistake in my being here. I can say I’ve
had a four-year term here, and if I’m here longer (in
southeast Iowa), so be it.”
And those two teachers from his middle school
years? “They never gave up on me. And they’ll be
at my graduation this May.”

T

As Student Government Association
president, Jamarco Clark and IWC staff
worked to get a disc golf course installed on
campus in response to student interest.
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Inauguration Celebration of Iowa Wesleyan College’s 29th President

Steven E. Titus
April 4, 2014

Pioneering Spirit, Innovative Leadership.
A dynamic and inspirational leader, Steven E. Titus, J.D., Ph.D., has charted an
exciting course for Iowa Wesleyan’s future. “As president, my work is to enhance our
collective capacity to create what matters most at Iowa Wesleyan: student learning and
achievement and excellent academic programs.”
Iowa Wesleyan is a college of firsts, a pioneering college that embraces risk-taking and
innovation. The College blends liberal arts with service-learning and civic engagement in its
community of learners.
Events planned for April 3-5, 2014 • For more details, www.iwc.edu/inauguration

The Belle Babb Mansfield
Inaugural Symposium
paying homage to Belle Babb Mansfield’s legacy
of achievement and the impact of women in
Iowa Wesleyan’s past, present and future.

Thursday, April 3, 2014

Speaker: Christie Vilsack L.H.D. H’99
Senior Advisor for International
Education, USAID and
IWC Honorary Trustee

