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MAGIS:  MORE. TOGETHER.

PLANNING

It is customary at the start of each academic year that the 
president gathers with the community to deliver the State of 
the University Address. The State of the University Address 
is a brief pause to assess the general welfare of the university 
and to animate the year ahead. 

Last year, we ref lected on the extraordinary state of 
momentum the University was experiencing. That 
momentum continues as we grow in enrollment, programs 
and reputation. 

We acknowledged our vulnerability and financial challenges 
that accompany such turnarounds. 

However, to appreciate and apprehend the current state of the 
university, it is important to understand the state of higher 
education across the country and IW’s place within that 
general context.

The higher education environment is hypercompetitive. 
According to Teresa Sullivan, the recently retired president 
of the University of Virginia, my alma mater, “universities 
that are timid in the face of change will wither and die.” 
What are some of the changes she’s referencing?

OUR CHALLENGE:
• This past December, Moody’s Investor Service 

downgraded the higher education sector from stable 
to negative. They report that there are, on average, 
11 private college closures per year and the number is 
estimated to rise to 15 per year. Last year there were 
33 private college closures.

• The higher education market has contracted 12% 
since 2011.

• Only 34% of college and universities met their 
enrollment goals in fall 2017. IW was among the 34%.

• Total national student debt is double the total national 
credit card debt.

• 75% of students will attend two or more institutions 
before they graduate, challenging retention and 
persistence efforts.

• 34% of higher education enrollment is online and that 
percentage will continue to increase. IW is prepared 
and positioned to respond to this trend.

• The adult degree completion market is now larger than 
the traditional age high school market. IW is prepared 
and positioned to respond to this trend.

• Certificates and “stackable credentials” are becoming 
mainstream. IW is prepared and positioned to respond 
to this trend.

• Tuition discounting continues to increase at alarming 
and unsustainable levels. IW is experiencing this trend.

• Just two years ago, one third of small private colleges 
experienced operating deficits, an increase of 20% over 
three years. IW is among this group of small private 
colleges.

You get the picture. It is tough times for most colleges and 
universities and there appears to be no relief in sight.

However, despite these alarming realities, IW continues to 
grow. Enrollment is up a fourth year in a row, retention is at 
an all-time high, and housing is exceeding capacity.

I am pleased to announce the establishment of the National 
Advisory Board for Diversity and Inclusion at Iowa 
Wesleyan University. Our University is rapidly growing 
more and more diverse. Our diversity is one of our greatest 
gifts as a community of learners. It is imperative that we 
honor that gift through dialogue, engagement, dignity, 
respect and action. The National Advisory Board for 
Diversity and Inclusion will advance and deepen our work 
to honor this gift in intentional ways. 

I believe Teresa Sullivan was right when she said we are in a 
hypercompetitive environment. Though I can assure you that 
Iowa Wesleyan University is neither timid nor withering. 

Excerpts from the State of the University Address
Dr. Steven Titus, President
On August 23, 2018, President Titus presented the following State of the University Address during Iowa Wesleyan’s Opening Convocation 
and the start of a new academic year. Excerpts are included in this article of the address entitled: MAGIS: More. Together.
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SPECIAL

Like many universities, our financial challenges are real. We have 
and will continue to address those challenges. The Business Model 
Task Force is examining how Iowa Wesleyan can sustain and 
thrive in this hypercompetitive environment. While enrollment 
is up, revenues are f lat because of escalating discount rates and 
alarmingly low estimated family contribution rates related to 
student financial aid. The launch of IW Online is a critical step 
forward to sustainability. The Business Model Task Force will 
continue throughout the year to explore a host of matters, to include 
identifying and committing to an optimal enrollment size for the 
traditional undergraduate experience at Iowa Wesleyan.

This year’s State of the University Address is entitled Magis: More. 
Together. Magis is a Latin word that means “more” or “greater”. 
Magis is an ideal that both permeates and animates some of the 
finest universities in the country. It is a restless ideal. Magis is 
restless because it is an expression of both aspiration and inspiration. 
It is an ideal that calls us forth to a deeper and fuller life in God 
and in service of one another. Magis compels us to more, constantly 
driving us to discover, to imagine, to desire deeply, and to reach out 
for more. Magis is a “Holy Boldness”, a way of proceeding in the 
world.  It invites us to acknowledge and act upon our deepest desires 
for change, growth, and for a fuller life – as individuals and as a 
university community, because our deepest desires are what lead us 
to become who we are and who we are meant to be.

This is a courageous and passionate community. Together, so much 
has been accomplished and achieved. You are to be commended and 
appreciated for it all. And yet, we must constantly drive to discover 
more, to imagine more, to desire more, to risk more. An even 
deeper, fuller and prosperous institutional life is beckoning, but it 
will require our ongoing, wholehearted and collective “yes” to the 
Magis, “yes” to our more.

OUR SUCCESS:

• received full membership into the ncaa; 

• the higher learning commission, our 
regional accrediting body, reaffirmed the 
university’s accreditation for another 
10 years; 

• received hlc approval of our second 
master’s degree; 

• expanded our housing facilities to create 
an even more dynamic on-campus 
student experience; 

• launched a new bachelor’s degree 
program in social work to help address 
the mental health crisis in our region; 

• formed a board of trustees led task 
force to examine the university’s overall 
business model; 

• branded and launched iw online 
to significantly scale up our online 
programming and capacity; 

• launched the center for excellence in 
teaching and learning;

• realigned and integrated intercollegiate 
athletics within enrollment management;

• and reorganized the university under a 
new provost model that integrates and 
makes more seamless the curricular 
and co-curricular student learning 
experience. 
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ACCREDITATION AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVEMENT
Higher Learning Commission Review
Accreditation:  The comprehensive evaluations of member 
institutions to confirm pursuit of institutional improvement 
and compliance requirements set by the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

After a multi-year documented process that began in 2014, 
Iowa Wesleyan hosted members of the Higher Learning 
Commission on campus in February 2018 to review the 
overall documentation provided to the Commission.

For accredited institutions, comprehensive evaluations occur 
at different points along each pathway for reaffirmation of 
accreditation.  Iowa Wesleyan University’s accreditation is on 
the standard pathway and preparation continues throughout 
the 10 year period with reviews during year 4 and year 10.

Paula Kinney, associate vice president of academic affairs, 
and Cyndi Walljasper, associate professor 
of psychology and assistant dean for 
Wesleyan studies led the comprehensive 
efforts for the University as co-chairs. Other 
members of the accreditation committee 
included faculty, staff and administration.  

Beginning in 2014, the accreditation 
committee compiled an inventory that 
identified all of the areas that needed 
improvement. Once that was completed, federal criteria 
was reviewed and implemented to ensure that all areas 
were meeting federal expectations. “Accreditation provides 
assurance to the public that we are executing an essential 
path to the success of our students,” said Kinney. “It is 
a structured procedure that provides an opportunity to 
improve on our processes and every facet in our organization 
can use this as standard of excellence in implementation.”

“During the process, Paula and I received ongoing training 
to lead the efforts of the accreditation,” said Walljasper. 

“It also allowed us to intimately understand parts of our 

campus that we don’t work within every day. The whole 
process is a very positive experience. There are areas that we 
do really well in and areas we will continue to improve upon. 
It’s a healthy process for any institution.”

Both Kinney and Walljasper remarked on how collaborative 
the process was internally and externally. They were able to 
reach out to colleagues at other universities for best practice 
application. “The higher education industry benefits from 
a process like this,” remarked Kinney. “Our mission is to 
educate students in the best way possible.”

The Higher Learning Commission peer reviewers had very 
kind things to say about Iowa Wesleyan during the review. 
One peer reviewer even suggested that he was impressed 
and said he’d be glad to work for Iowa Wesleyan.

Iowa Wesleyan University was granted full accreditation by 
the Higher Learning Commission as a result of the site visit 
conducted in February 2018.

we want to thank faculty, staff, students, trustees 
and our community for being a part of this important 
process in the life of our institution,” said steven 
titus, president of iowa wesleyan. “our university 
will be stronger for it.”
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Imagining our Future

PLANNING

Recognizing that Iowa Wesleyan University must evolve and innovate to broaden its reach, the Board of Trustees has decided 
to actively pursue a new partnership to create a more viable future. Thus, on November 15, 2018, the Board voted to adopt and 
implement an Alternative Futures Project to secure a partnership for a sustainable future for the University, the local community 
and economy, and the region.  A New Directions Team, comprised of nine Board members, has been authorized and established 
to lead this effort.  The Registry Advisory Services has been engaged to assist in a timely and efficient process for securing 
partnership. The Registry brings a great deal of experience in creating new futures for college and universities across the county. 

alternative futures proJect process & timeline
All proposals for the Iowa Wesleyan University Alternative Futures Project are due by/
on January 22, 2019. The New Directions Team (NDT) will review the proposals and 
determine several finalists by early February 2019. On-site or neutral site presentations 
by finalists will follow during February. A final decision date for selecting the partner 
will be made by the Board of Trustees, upon the recommendation of the NDT. 

new directions team charge
• To oversee and give direction to the RFP process.

•  To discuss, decide, and make recommendations to the IW Board concerning 
the content of the formal RFP document, the contents of the RFP packet, 
and the timeline for the process.

•  To make decisions on which agencies or institutions will be invited to receive 
the RFP packet, and to control the process so that other proposals are not 
forthcoming outside the process.

•  To review and discuss the incoming proposals and to make recommendations 
to the Board concerning final candidates.

•  To undertake careful review of the final proposals, asking for additional 
information, sharing additional information as appropriate, and conducting 
interviews or on-site visits as necessary.

•  To make final recommendations to the Board for approval concerning the 
best partner or partners, plus related recommendations, for IW to move forward toward financial and organizational 
sustainability.

•  To make recommendations to the Board concerning the conducting of the transition process to implement the proposed 
new partnerships and program.

•  To maintain confidentiality regarding the 
content of proposals and ensure transparency 
in the process of securing partnership.

Stay tuned with updates at iw.edu/future.

NEW DIRECTIONS TEAM 
MEMBERSHIP
Chair: Robert Miller '83 (TRUSTEE)

Jason Bender '98 (TRUSTEE)

Paul Dennison H'79  (TRUSTEE)

Chuck Fluharty  (TRUSTEE) 
Betty Mullen '75 (TRUSTEE, 

EX OFFICIO, ALUMNI REPRESENTATIVE)

Cheyrl Newland (TRUSTEE, 

EX OFFICIO, CHAIR OF THE FACULTY)

Annette Scieszinski '77 (TRUSTEE, 

CHAIR OF THE BOARD) 
Steve Titus (TRUSTEE, PRESIDENT)

Christie Vilsack (TRUSTEE, 
VICE CHAIR OF THE BOARD)

i am honored to lead this important endeavor.  
i am energized by the promise that this affords 
to the university, mount pleasant and the 
region.”  robert miller '83, ndt chair
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ENROLLMENT GROWTH 
TREND CONTINUES
Vice President of Enrollment, Director Announced
Overall enrollment for Iowa 
Wesleyan University shows 
sustained growth for a fourth 
straight year. 

Iowa Wesleyan’s enrollment 
increased by 6% from the 
2017-18 academic year 
because of a comprehensive 
enrollment strategy; and the 
highest student retention 
rates in more than a decade 
thanks to a partnership 
with EAB. EAB partners 
with education leaders, 
practitioners, and staff to 
accelerate progress and drive 
results. EAB works with the 
most progressive colleges,  
universities and graduate 
programs in the country.  

IW partners with EAB in the 
identification and recruitment 

of first-year students. EAB has been the University’s partner 
through its unprecedented growth and continues to assist the 
University in driving enrollment.

Stepping in to her new role as Vice President of Enrollment 
Management, Nikki Fennern, Ed.D. said, “It’s encouraging 
to see that Iowa Wesleyan continues to be an attractive option 
to students in one of the most competitive higher education 
environments we’ve seen. I attribute IW’s success to the 
entire Iowa Wesleyan community for their commitment 
to providing an affordable, high-quality education to our 
students and the region.”

Dr. Fennern has over 20 years of progressive experience in 
NCAA DIII intercollegiate athletics, student development, 
admissions and enrollment. She will oversee enrollment 
management and athletics bringing together two key 
elements of student success. 51% of IW’s students are 
enrolled as student athletes. Dr. Fennern holds two bachelor 
degrees in health and human performance and business 
administration from the University of Wisconsin River 
Falls. Fennern received her graduate degree in athletic 
administration from South Dakota State. She earned her 
doctorate in educational leadership from Saint Mary’s 
University of Minnesota.

Joining Dr. Fennern is IW’s new Director of Enrollment, 
Kara Mandrell. Kara comes to IW as a veteran of higher 
education. Mandrell is a graduate of Culver Stockton with a 
bachelor of arts in communication and public relations with 
a minor in marketing. She received her masters degree from 
Webster University in human resource development.

“I am thrilled to join the IW community and continue 
the success of IW’s students and student athletes” said 
Dr. Fennern. “I look forward to building upon a streamlined 
approach to recruitment and enrollment efforts. I am thrilled 
to work with Kara. She is a great leader and mentor.”

While IW’s 2018 freshman class is not as large as previous 
years, key strategies in recruitment and retention have paid 
off. Transfer student enrollment increased by 27% and 
the number of Iowa students increased by 64% over the 
previous year. While many institutions across the nation are 
experiencing a decrease in international student enrollment, 
IW continues to grow its campus diversity with a 17% 
increase, representing 20% of the student enrollment with 
over 30 countries around the globe. 

Dr. Nikki Fennern, Vice President 
for Enrollment Management

Kara Mandrell, Director of 
Admissions



Iowa Wesleyan University has had continued growth in 
traditional enrollment for the last four years while the higher 
education market nationally has seen a decline. According 
to Eduventures, 71% of the addressable market in higher 
education is the adult online learner and that market is 
continuing to grow. 

In fact, last year 47% of all Iowa Wesleyan students engaged 
in online classes through the university. 

The office of Graduate and Professional Studies (GPS)  
at Iowa Wesleyan University offers nationally recognized 
online programs for adult learners who are interested in 
completing a bachelor or master’s program. Typically, online 
students are working adults, averaging in age from their early 
to mid-30’s, have full-time jobs they are looking to advance 
in, or are thinking about changing careers. 
They have full-time family responsibilities, 
and are possibly returning to college after 
many years of professional and social 
engagement in the world at large.

This year, IW Online enrollment is already up 24% from 
fall 2017. GPS expects this trend to continue as learning 
opportunities in the adult market expand. Iowa Wesleyan  
has created IW Online as a signature focus to enhance  
IW’s online presence nationwide. 

IW Online has partners who help market our online 
curriculum and programs. Through our partnerships, our 
programs create robust outcome assessment plans, detailed 
course mapping, respect for accreditation standards, and 
policies that align with educational regulatory requirements. 
In essence, these partnerships add innovation to an online 
world to provide amazing experiential results for students  
and the university.

In January 2018, IW launched the new master of arts in 
management leadership (MAML) degree with an emphasis 
in strategic leadership or athletic administration. This 
innovative program imparts the knowledge necessary to 
provide transformational leadership in the organizations 
and communities in which students work and live. It helps 
students develop a skill set that will empower them to lead 
meaningful lives and careers.

“Six eight-week terms are currently available each year 
and uses an asynchronous model which allows students 
to attend class anytime during the day that fits their 
schedule,” said Barb Schultz, assistant dean of adult and 
graduate studies. “All course requirements are completed 
in a virtual environment with students from many different 
occupations. Online classes provide an engaging, f lexible and 
interactive environment for the student who is self-motivated, 
disciplined, and can communicate effectively through reading 
and writing.”  

IOWA WESLEYAN UNIVERSIT Y | WINTER  2018
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IW Online Programs  
Contribute to Growth

the virtual classroom is a vibrant learning community 
with student-to-student, student-to-instructor, and 
student- to-content interaction.” 

Barb Schultz, assistant dean of adult and graduate studies
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my master of arts 
will give me new 
opportunities. i look 
forward to using this 
program to reflect on 
my previous experiences 
and put it towards 
new leadership 
opportunities.”

Carla McNamee ’95
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Carla McNamee ’95, the director of finance with Hearth 
& Home in Mount Pleasant is obtaining her master of 
arts in management leadership at IW. Carla also received 
her bachelor degree from IW in accounting. Carla shared 
“I decided to get my masters at Iowa Wesleyan because of 
the program and the convenience. I am an alumni of IW 
and bleed purple. I had looked into my master’s previously; 
however having a career and four children, it was not feasible 
to travel.” She went on to say, “My master of arts will give 
me new opportunities.  I look forward to using this program 
to reflect on my previous experiences and put it towards new 
leadership opportunities. Online graduate and undergraduate 
courses are important to help attract, or more importantly, 
retain people in Southeast Iowa. The region has a lot to offer.  
This will help with growing businesses in the area and allow 
them to compete for talent.”

In addition to the master of arts in management leadership; 
launching in 2019, the master of education in curriculum and 
instruction (MECI) will be available to serve those seeking 
to continue their graduate education. The master of education 
in curriculum and instruction program is built upon a strong 
core of foundational courses which will support a career in 
the education field. Effective teaching and instruction is the 

first track offered. The track will begin 2019 with additional 
tracks to follow.  

Undergraduate degrees are available online in Criminal 
Justice, Human Services, and RN to BSN. Degrees are also 
available in Business Administration with multiple market-
driven concentrations. Several new majors and concentrations 
in both undergraduate and graduate programs will be added 
in the near future.

Adding new graduate programs impacts our graduating 
seniors immediately wanting to strengthen their marketable 
success in the world. Matt Klundt ’17 is one of those students. 
Matt holds a job in student development at Iowa Wesleyan 
and is also a personal trainer. He said of the new graduate 
programs, “I am very blessed to get my masters at IW. I am 
building more relationships with instructors outside of my 
undergrad field as mentors. Continuing my education here 
means that through and through, I am a Tiger!”

Iowa Wesleyan’s online program has gained recognition as 
a Best Online Bachelor’s Program by U.S. News and World 
Report. AccreditedSchoolsOnline.org, AffordableColleges.com 
and College Choice. 

47% 24%

IW students engaged in 
online classes through 

Iowa Wesleyan

IW Online enrollment 
increase from 2017

IW Online continues to 
gain national recognition

the grad experience for me has been much 
more than i could have ever expected. 
my instructors have challenged me to 
apply the knowledge i am learning to my 
professional Job. i am utilizing the new 
leadership information to impact the 
students i serve.”   matt klundt ’17
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IW ONLINE Flexible and convenient allowing you 24/7 
access to your coursework when and 
where it’s convenient for you. 

eight week terms six start dates 
throughout the year

8 6

regionally accredited

learn from faculty 
with practitioner 

experience

academic and 
career advisors

generous transfer 
credit policies 

ranked in the top ten 
best online schools in iowa

credit awarded for 
military experience 

earn credit for work 
experience 

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

UNDERGRADUATE: 
criminal Justice 

human services

rn to bsn

business administration 
Concentrations: 
• accounting 
• applied science
• health care 

management 
• human resource 

management
• criminal Justice
• human services
• management

GRADUATE: 
master of arts 
in management
leadership 
Concentrations: 
• strategic 

leadership 

• athletic 
administration

master of education 
in curriculum and 
instruction 
Track: 
• effective teaching 

and instruction

interested in completing your bachelors or pursuing your masters 
degree? apply online at iw.edu/online.
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EXOTIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
IOWA WESLEYAN STUDENTS
Iowa Wesleyan named School of Record for Loop Abroad 

If you were to ask biology students around the country if they 
were interested in studying exotic animals in other parts of 
the world, the answer would be yes; but opportunities are not 
readily available in the States.  Until now. 

IW recently became a school of record for Loop Abroad, an 
international study program for U.S. students spearheaded 
by Addam and Jane Stine. This program enables students to 
receive credit hours for their work in the field as they travel to 
countries including Thailand, Australia, Ecuador and South 
Africa. The students take part in a pre-veterinary internship 
and gain experience with exotic animals. 

Currently, there are few chances for students in the United 
States to work with wildlife like cheetahs and elephants, 
even though there is a growing need for veterinarians who 
specialize in the care of exotic animals. 

According to Iowa Wesleyan University Provost, Dr. DeWayne 
Frazier, “This is another incredible way to connect our students 
globally. This opportunity is consistent with our mission and 
vision for the University. Under the leadership of President 
Titus and our faculty, we have integrated the science program 
as an integral part of the plan.” 

Iowa Wesleyan's commitment to providing students with 
access to comprehensive educational programs has resulted 
in another amazing opportunity–and facilitated a makeover 
for our biology major. 

Frazier continued, “The newly revamped biology major is 
growing more rapidly than any major on campus and this 
partnership with Loop Abroad is a natural progression in 
our efforts. The program will not only offer Iowa Wesleyan 
students the unique opportunity to be involved in pre-
veterinarian studies as undergraduates but will give them  
a unique cross-cultural experience in other world regions.  
As a school of record, Iowa Wesleyan gets to make education 
possible for students around the United States. We are 
delighted about this partnership and look forward to seeing  
the potential continue to f lourish.”

To learn more about Loop Abroad, visit www.iw.edu/loop-
abroad-international-study-program.

this is another incredible way to connect 
our students globally. this opportunity is 
consistent with our mission and vision for 
the university.” dr. dewayne frazier, provost
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Iowa Wesleyan will launch our first global center overseas 
in February 2019. Thanks to outstanding partnerships 
with True Global (Australia) and Jagadguru Sri 
Shivarathreeshwara (JSS) Education Foundation (India), 
Iowa Wesleyan (IW) will be operating in Mauritius, East 
Africa. IW has received approval from the Tertiary Education 
Commission and will have the opportunity to offer 
academic programs and degrees on the campus of 
JSS Mauritius, located at Vacoas-Phoenix.   

Mauritius is a perfect location for Iowa Wesleyan 
University to launch its first global center.  Set off 
the coast of East Africa, the country of Mauritius is 
surrounded by the jewel blue Indian Ocean with rainforests 
and has a population just shy of 1.3 million. Sixty-eight 
percent of the population is Indian, and the official language 
of the island is English. The country of Mauritius is also 
comprised of Creole, Chinese, French, English, and South 
Africans. Additional languages spoken are French, Mauritian 
Creole, Hindi, Tamil, Marathi, Bhojpuri, and Hakka.

The University will send faculty from our main campus in 
Iowa for teaching assignments and will bring faculty from the 

Mauritius Center to teach in Mount Pleasant. Many of the 
students in Mauritius will study on the main campus as a part 
of their curriculum, and IW campus students can also visit 
the Mauritius Center for study abroad opportunities. 

“The current president was a college professor in agriculture 
and already has a great appreciation for Iowa with our legacy 

in agricultural production and farm equipment,” said 
Dr. DeWayne Frazier, Provost. “Iowa Wesleyan will be the 
first American college or university to operate in Mauritius. 
The Ministry of Education has a goal to make the island 
nation an educational hub for South Asians and East Africans.”

The Center of Mauritius is another way IW is moving 
forward with partnerships to increase global learning for 
our students as we strengthen our future. 

PARTNERSHIP ENSURES IOWA 
WESLEYAN’S FIRST GLOBAL 
EDUCATION CENTER

Mauritius was 
made f irst and 
then heaven; and 
heaven was copied 
after Mauritius.”   
mark twain

mauritius is on the cutting edge for women and 
minority rights and is a country with significant 
international investment." dr. dewayne frazier, provost
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UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT 
STRENGTHENS ITS EFFORTS
Vice President for Advancement, Director Announced
University advancement is 
a vital part of a university’s 
overall financial health. The 
commitment of donors pledging 
to elements of university life 
they are passionate about 
drives opportunity each year 
for our students, providing a 
spirit of learning and service 
that enhance their steps 
toward a meaningful life  
and career.

As such, leadership is 
vital to that endeavor. Iowa 
Wesleyan University is pleased 
to announce the appointment 
of Michael Heaton as IW’s 
vice president for university 
advancement. Michael comes to 
IW from Dallas, Texas where he 
served as the regional managing 
director for UNICEF USA 
before returning to his Mount 
Pleasant roots and joining  
Iowa Wesleyan. 

Michael is an executive leader in the educational, social 
service and international development sectors. He has a long 
and successful history of working with influential leaders to 
ensure children and young adults have opportunities to learn 
and grow. He is an established expert in fundraising, board 
management, alumni engagement, program management  
and advocacy.

“I’m honored to come back home to Mount Pleasant and  
join the Iowa Wesleyan community, and be a part of such  
a dynamic leadership team,” Heaton said.

Heaton earned his bachelor’s degree in religious studies from 
the University of Iowa and completed his master’s degree in 
non-profit management from Regis University. Michael’s 
wife Abigail and his two children Robbie and Elly join him 
in Mount Pleasant.

Joining Michael in advancement is Adam McLaughlin as 
development director. Adam previously served as director 
of marketing and business development at L.J. Roth 
Restoration Service. A graduate of the University of Iowa 
with a bachelor of arts in communication studies, Adam 
said this of joining the Iowa Wesleyan team. “I have always 
had a soft spot in my heart for this University. IW was 
a major part of my experience growing up in the Mount 
Pleasant community. I experienced my first theatrical and 
musical performances at IW and grew up participating in 
these type of events in University Chapel. My experiences 
on campus interacting with professors and members of the 
local community really help shape the person I am today. 
I am happy that I am now able to give something back to 
IW and use my skill set and development experience to 
serve the University.”

Adam is married to Elizabeth and they have twins, Bobby 
and Ellie.

philanthropy

the university is at a pivotal moment in its 
prestigious history. i want to build on the 
growing legacy of this incredible institution 
working with iw’s passionate leaders, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and supporters.”  michael heaton

Michael Heaton, Vice President  
for University Advancement

Adam McLaughlin, Development 
Director
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Since 1868, Greek organizations at Iowa Wesleyan have 
served as pillars of philanthropy on campus. During 
the Retro Radiothon, March 23-25, 2018, this legacy 
of philanthropy continued with lead gifts by two Greek 
organization: Phi Delta Theta and Pi Beta Phi.

Under the leadership of Jerry 
Courtney ’60 and Elizabeth 
Davenport Garrels ’67, Phi Delta 
Theta and Pi Beta Phi each made 
$50,000 gifts early in the Radiothon, 
accelerating the fundraising efforts for 
the 40 hour event. 

The gift, which was instrumental in the success of the Retro 
Radiothon, coincides with the 150th anniversary of Greek 
Life at Iowa Wesleyan University.

DEFINING GIFT GIVEN 
AT RETRO RADIOTHON
Phi Delta Theta and Pi Beta Phi Honor IW with Philanthropy

the iowa alpha chapter of pi beta phi is proud of iowa wesleyan and eternally grateful 
for service and leadership opportunities provided us by our alma mater. as such, we 
saw the retro radiothon as the perfect time to honor the significant legacy of our 
chapter by making a gift to iowa wesleyan. we look forward to seeing our university 
continue to impact southeast iowa.” elizabeth davenport garrels ’67

we are very impressed with the direction of iowa wesleyan 
under the leadership of president titus. it is this leadership 
and belief in the institution that inspired us to make our 
gift during the retro radiothon.”  Jerry courtney ’60

philanthropy
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$1 MILLION GIFT CELEBRATED WITH
A DEDICATION AND RIBBON CUTTING

Iowa Wesleyan University officially celebrated the dedication 
and ribbon cutting of the former Pleasant Manor facility now 
named The Tom and Linda Juckette Hall during Homecoming 
weekend. IW was honored with a $1 million dollar gift from 
Linda Juckette on behalf of her late husband Tom. Cole 
Juckette, Tom and Linda’s son, was also in attendance.

Speaking at the dedication was Anthony Washington, Class  
of 2020 and a resident assistant at the hall. “Thank you  
Ms. Juckette. This hall means a great deal to everyone at 
IW and we are grateful for your generosity that will provide 
opportunity to students now and in the future.”

President Titus greeted the standing room only crowd and 
discussed the importance of philanthropy in all communities, 
sharing “Linda’s desire to impact the Mount Pleasant 
community has positive repercussions to both the young  
and the young at heart and it came at a perfect time for Iowa 
Wesleyan as we continue our fourth straight year of enrollment 
growth. The ability to provide housing to our students is 
possible thanks to the generosity of the Juckette family. 
Without the foundation of our donors, it is difficult to grow.”

As Linda Juckette took the podium, it was evident that her 
faith helped her in her decision to make the gift. “I prayed 
over this facility for two weeks while walking the property.  
I asked God to guide and lead me in the decision I needed to 
make and to find the right organization to receive the gift.”  
It was at that time that Mount Pleasant city administrator, 
Brent Schleisman recommended Iowa Wesleyan stating that 
the university was busting at the seams with students and 
needed housing. 

The building was blessed in prayer by Board Trustee and 
Senior Pastor Deborah Stowers and the ribbon cutting took 
place by the Mount Pleasant Chamber Alliance.

i couldn’t have found a more perfect way 
for this building to be used in a positive 
manner for years to come.” 

Linda Juckette

philanthropy
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CHALLENGE DELIVERED
Alumni, students, and community rally around the future of Iowa Wesleyan

Doloros Graf Poulter 
Wilson ’63 has been 
a pillar of strength 
at Iowa Wesleyan 
University for nearly 
sixty years. D.P., as 
she is fondly known, 
believes in the 
educational power 
that IW is able to 
provide students 
around the world. 
Known as mentor, 
friend, professor 

and Iowa Wesleyan’s biggest cheerleader, D.P. gave a gift 
that came at a time when the University needed her loving 
leadership most.

“D.P. gave unselfishly and faithfully to her alma mater where 
she is a professor,” said Michael Heaton, vice president for 
advancement at Iowa Wesleyan. “She is a remarkable person 
and beloved by all who know her.”

Contributing $500,000 to Iowa Wesleyan is something that 
D.P. said she was led to in prayer. “As I was praying for the 
University, I felt led to do my part. To give,” she said. “All we 
must do is seek God’s guidance daily, and He will lead us to an 
even better future. I’ve always felt called to be on this campus. 
Now I’ve been called to make this gift and challenge others to 
do the same.”

D.P.’s gift spurred other giving that led to the necessary 
resources for the Board of Trustees move forward, continuing 
operations at the university. The Mount Pleasant Chamber 
Alliance and Area Development Commission swiftly 

supported Iowa Wesleyan and D.P.’s challenge with a 
$120,000 gift citing the importance of Iowa Wesleyan 
University to the region with an economic impact of over 
$55 million per year. 

Numerous students also did their part to help raise awareness 
and support for Iowa Wesleyan. Kodi Rundquist and Destiny 
Colon held fundraisers at Main Street Cinemas and Pizza 
Hut and other students offered Go Fund Me pages for IW as 
well to show their support of their beloved university. Wanda 
Broecker ’96 partnered with the Mount Pleasant Festival of 
Lights at Midwest Old Threshers and held a 5K run/walk to 
show support. The challenge gifts came in small and large 
and the love of IW shown through each one. 

“Whereas most small private universities have an average 
of a $100 million dollar endowment, IW’s is only $8 million 
and we cannot rely on that small of an endowment when 
economic pressures come into play,” said Heaton. “We will be 
pursuing our unrestricted funding to keep programs moving 
forward year to year to serve the region and we will be 
focused on growing our endowment.”

Iowa Wesleyan is seeking a new future through partnership 
that builds on and advances the momentum achieved in 
the past several years, and this includes philanthropy. IW’s 
new future depends on the support and commitment to the 
mission of IW and to the growth and sustainability of the 
southeast Iowa region.

To support Dr. Poulter Wilson’s challenge, please visit Iowa 
Wesleyan’s website at www.iw.edu/welovethee or contact the 
University Advancement Office at 319-385-6218 to make 
your gift.

Wesleyan, we love thee!Wesleyan, we love thee!
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Retro Radiothon 
Comes to Life at IW

Retro
 Radiothon

Tune In... Drop By...   
Give Now!

STRONGER
TOGETHER

What happens when the impossible becomes possible? How 
does a group of dedicated and loyal supporters of a higher 
education institution pull off a remarkable and noteworthy 
historic event? 

In early February, Board Member Paul Dennison came to 
President Titus and said, “we 
need to do a Radiothon like we 
did forty years ago for Maple 
Leaf Athletic Complex.” A 
Radiothon. Thought provoking 
and interested in the idea, 
President Titus accepted 
the challenge to raise ONE 
MILLION DOLLARS IN 
FORTY HOURS. 

During the next six weeks, the IW team planned a Retro 
Radiothon with complimentary events throughout the 
weekend. It seemed like an impossible task as the team 
adapted, improvised and overcame the challenge and when it 
was all said and done, the goal of one million dollars in forty 
hours had not just been met, but exceeded the expectation!  
Friends, alumni, churches, Greek organizations, students, 
faculty, staff and our business community came out in droves 
to support the efforts of the one million dollar goal even in 
eight inches of snow.

Ruble Arena came to life at 7 pm on Friday, March 23 and 
remained electric as the weekend progressed into Sunday, 
March 25 at Noon.

Tom and Christie Vilsack joined the team of radio 
broadcasters with John Kuhens and Theresa Rose manning 

the microphones 
throughout the event.

“This event would not 
have been possible 
without the unwavering 
support of Paul and 
Joyce Dennison and their 
team at KILJ,” said Meg 
Richtman, vice president 
for strategic initiatives. 

“They went above and beyond to support Iowa Wesleyan 
with their time, talent and treasures. Their entire team is to 
be commended for this incredible event.”

Dennison, Titus and the Vilsacks led the charge to create a 
weekend that will not be forgotten. All four remained present 
on the air during the Radiothon, interviewing and calling 
folks both near and far with a love of Wesleyan. 

“This community shows more heart and commitment to 
causes than any place I’ve lived in this great country,” said 

the radiothon brought the entire 
community together like it hasn’t been 
for several years, it wasn’t Just about 
the money, it was the community spirit 
and love of iowa wesleyan.” 

Paul Dennison

special events

continued on page 23
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the 40 hours of fundraising was anything but boring. 
there was an electricity to the event and so many gifts 
and smiles throughout the weekend. it will be an event 
i’ll never forget as iw supporters came to lift iowa 
wesleyan as a convener for the region.”   President Titus
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Steve Titus, president of the University. “The 40 hours of 
fundraising was anything but boring. There was an electricity 
to the event and so many gifts and smiles throughout the 
weekend. It will be an event I’ll never forget as IW supporters 
came to lift Iowa Wesleyan as a convener for the region.”

And while many fought through the 40 sleepless hours, the 
end result was indeed impressive.  $1,051,185 was raised by 
unwavering support of the university and its mission.

Highlights of the event included the many interviews with 
friends of the university, a gift from two greek organizations, 
numerous gifts from donors listening locally and those 
watching from afar the Radiothon stream on IW’s website. 
The farthest gifts came from donors from the countries of 
China, Ecuador and Brazil. 

Students joined in the fun and pledged to the Radiothon 
as well. The last gift of the on air event was presented by 
Lomont Moldings and President Jason Bender ’98 on behalf 
of his colleagues, pushing the funds raised over the million 
dollar mark.

“As higher education goes, universities cannot be successful 
without donors committed to something greater such as an 
institution of higher learning,” remarked Titus. “In order 
to continue to innovate and grow a region, funds provided 
through estate plans, yearly gifts, business gifts and matches 
require clear leadership and a plan for success.” 

we look to the future with incredible 
optimism as we’ve scratched the surface 
of what our community and donor base 
is capable of. we must continue this 
outstanding achievement so that this 
university stands for centuries to come.”

President Titus

continued from page 20
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WELCOME HOME PEGGY WHITSON
Founders Day Celebrated
February 14th was a sweet day in the history books for Iowa Wesleyan. In addition to celebrating our 176th year, IW welcomed 
one of its own home.

During IW’s 11:00 a.m. Founders Day celebration in University Chapel, record-breaking NASA astronaut Dr. Peggy 
Whitson ’81 delivered an inspiring speech to a standing-room-only audience. Whitson, in a tearful speech, gave thanks for 
her experiences at Iowa Wesleyan. She was surprised by her own emotions, saying, “I usually give speeches on science and that 
excites me,” said Whitson. “This is more personal and heartfelt and I am grateful.”

President Steve Titus presented Whitson with the Presidential Medal for Outstanding Merit and Mayor Steve Brimhall 
presented her with a Key to the City of Mount Pleasant.

Before speaking in the Chapel, Whitson visited Dr. Dolores Poutler Wilson’s classes and met with science students. Later that 
afternoon, Whitson was welcomed by middle and high school students from around the region. She entertained them with her 
stories and answered both serious and silly questions from the students. Dr. Whitson’s light-hearted manner in talking with the 
children and answering their questions had the crowd smiling in delight.  

asked who whitson’s mentor was, dr. whitson replied, “she’s (dolores p. wilson) sitting 
right here on stage with me.” 

After 56 years of mentoring students at Iowa Wesleyan, Whitson’s remarks left Poulter Wilson teary-eyed. 

“i love her. she’s the best,” said poulter wilson.

Iowa Wesleyan University, founded February 17, 1842, is one of the oldest co-educational facilities west of the Mississippi.
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COMMENCEMENTS HONOR GRADUATES
President’s Award and Chadwick Teacher of the Year
Iowa Wesleyan honored a total of 77 new graduates in the 2017-2018 school year.

Speaking during the December commencement, Iowa Wesleyan’s 2017 Chadwick Teacher of the Year, assistant professor 
of education Dr. Cheyrl Newland, encouraged graduates to never stop learning as they move throughout their lives. Patrick 
Coen ’91, the May commencement speaker, brought energy to the ceremony as he spoke on the influence that his time at 
Iowa Wesleyan had on his life. Coen reminded students at the close of his speech, “You will always be a Tiger!”

The President’s Award and the 2018 Chadwick Teacher of the Year was presented to Christian Henriksen ’18 and Dr. Jason 
Edwards, professor of music and division of humanities chair. 

Henriksen, recipient of the 2018 President’s Award, has been a leader in academic, co-curricular, and athletic pursuits over the 
course of his career at Iowa Wesleyan and was recognized as the 2017 IW Emerging Leader of the Year and was selected to 
participate in the President’s Leadership Seminar. 
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During his time at IW, Christian participated in IW Choir and Jazz Band, 
Cru and the Student Athlete Advisory Committee. Christian led, preached 
and played music for the student led worship service. Christian was a four-year 
starter and defensive standout out on the IW Tiger football team, serving both 
as captain and member of its Servant Leaders Council. He was honored as a 
USCAA First Team All-American, USCAA National All-Academic Team, 
and he was honored as the 2018 Male Scholar-Athlete of the Year. Christian 
earned a grade point average of 3.97 in biology, with aspirations of entering 
medical school. Christian personifies the essence of a servant leader and the 
values that animate this University: Learning & Community, Faith & Service, 
Discovery & Action and Courage & Passion. 

Dr. Jason Edwards, recipient of the 2018 Chadwick Teacher of Year Award, was 
nominated and chosen by his faculty colleagues and students. The Chadwick 
Award is one of the University’s most prestigious awards and has been presented 
at Iowa Wesleyan since 1971. 

Dr. Steve Titus, president of Iowa Wesleyan, said this of Dr. Edwards. 
“Dr. Edwards has been a member of the faculty of Iowa Wesleyan since 2005 
and has made an indelible mark on Iowa Wesleyan. He is an outstanding 
educator, colleague and musician. He is student-centered, humble, gentle-
natured, and he models a sincere concern for each student. His students respect 
and appreciate his genuine and caring personality, his wisdom and knowledge, 
and his professional talents and expertise.”

Dr. Edwards serves on many committees throughout the institution including 
Academic Council, Evaluation Rank & Tenure, and the Faculty Executive 
Committee. He is currently the chair of the humanities division. 

Congratulations to our graduates and new alumni and to our recipients 
recognized for the University’s top honors.
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2 18
HOMECOMING

  O
CTOBER                  5-6, 2018

2018 Homecoming featured great fellowship and comradery 
as alumni, students, friends and community gathered to 
celebrate and reminisce during the festivities October 5th 
and 6th.

Highlights of the weekend included the Alumni Banquet 
and Awards honoring four distinguished alumni and friends 
of the University. Shawna Bowman ’01 received the Young 
Alumni Award; Betty Barney Mullen ’75 was the recipient 
of the Alumni Service Award; Duane Roth ’72 posthumously 
received the Distinguished Alumni Award with his brother 
and alumnus Ted accepting on his behalf. In honor of John 
Kuhens for his five decades of service to the University and 
the community, an honorary degree was awarded.

The Class of 1968 celebrated their 50th Anniversary together 
with a throwback party at the old gym. Singing and laughter 
encapsulated the night. 

Following the banquet, Boom Night was celebrated by 
students and alumni alike. Crowning of IW Royalty took 
place and Jake O’Farrell was announced homecoming king; 

Ariel Smale became IW’s homecoming queen; Jacques Hall 
became IW’s prince and Emily Hammel IW’s princess on 
the court.

The next morning, a celebration of music took place as the IW 
Choir and Alumni gathered to lift their voices in a reunion 
beginning the celebration of 100 Years of Music at Iowa 
Wesleyan. Those that witnessed the reunion were awestruck 
at the incredible gifts of music in the room. The 100 Years of 
Music at Iowa Wesleyan will continue its celebration on April 
26, 2019 on Iowa Wesleyan’s campus in the historic University 
Chapel with a reunion concert and celebration.

Homecoming wouldn’t be homecoming without watching our 
Tigers take the field in football. The Purple and White gave 
a valiant effort on the field to celebrate the day.

Plans are already underway for the Homecoming 2019, 
September 27-28. We invite you to save the date and join us 
on campus! 
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TREASURED IOWA 
WESLEYAN HISTORY
Campus museum expands offerings
The Harlan-Lincoln House, on the campus of Iowa 
Wesleyan University is a museum of local, state, and 
national significance. Its Italianate architecture and warm 
yellow hue welcome visitors from both near and far to the 
corner of Main Street and Broad Street in Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa. James Harlan, the property’s most prolific resident, 
served as the president of Iowa Wesleyan University, the 
first Republican United States Senator from Iowa, and the 
Secretary of the Interior.  

Among the museum’s collection of artifacts are a fragment 
of the coat Abraham Lincoln was wearing during his 
assassination; a mourning veil worn by Mary Todd Lincoln; 
Senator James Harlan’s desk; bound Congressional 
Records; and a door measuring the heights of the Harlan 
grandchildren in 1883.

The mission of the Harlan-Lincoln House and its collection 
is to interpret the site to the public for its significance to the 
Harlan and Lincoln families, to reinforce the relationship 
to Iowa Wesleyan University, and to fulfill the home’s vital 

role in the living history of the University 
and the Mount Pleasant community.

Iowa Wesleyan welcomed Anna Villareal, 
museum director, to continue the historic 
preservation of the house and to share 
its stories. “It is an honor to join Iowa 
Wesleyan and to share the collection 
with visitors,” Villareal stated. “Since 
implementing daily operational hours in 
December 2017, we have received over 
1,200 visitors. We are excited to invite 
the community to come and experience the Harlan-Lincoln 
House and its collection.”

Hours for the Harlan Lincoln House are noon–4 pm, 
Monday–Friday. Tours over six are asked to call 
319.385.6319 to schedule. You may email hlhouse@iw.edu 
or visit www.iw.edu/harlan-lincoln-house for more 
information.

photo credit: Daniel Holt
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NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 
ANNOUNCED
Iowa Wesleyan University is a richly diverse community.  Since 2013, IW’s diversity has grown 
from 13% to 48% including significant growth in international students who now represent over 
30 countries on IW’s campus.  

Created to advance and deepen our work to honor the gift of diversity, The National Advisory 
Board (NAB) for Diversity & Inclusion was developed fall of 2018. NAB will be intentional 
through dialogue, engagement, dignity, respect, and action, ensuring the University is a place 
that welcomes all.

Leading NAB as chair is Bruno Rwayitare ’08, a distinguished IW alumnus who graduated from Iowa Wesleyan with a 
bachelor of science in computer science. Rwayitare came to IW to study from Rwanda and stayed in Iowa following graduation 
to work for Rockwell Collins. Rwayitare currently serves as sr. software engineer – f light management application – government 
systems. Prior to his current role, Rwayitare served as the sr. diversity and inclusion program manager.

The NAB will be made up of IW alumni, faculty, staff, students, friends, and Mount Pleasant community members. The NAB 
will convene 3-5 times per year to consider ways the University may support, include, encourage, and celebrate all members of 
the University community, especially those persons or groups who have been marginalized, excluded, or discriminated against.

IW continues to strive to meet its mission through such endeavors and focus on students leading meaningful lives and careers.

HANDSHAKE
Iowa Wesleyan University has partnered with Handshake - a modern career 
development platform to be a student’s one-stop-shop for launching their 
career.

Handshake offers new features, enabling IW students to access personalized 
job recommendations based on major and interests; register for career fairs, 
workshops, and mock interviews; and find internships. Handshake is the 2nd 
largest career-centric profile network. Along with 100% of the Fortune 500, 
there are thousands of jobs from non-profit organizations and startups and 
over 300,000 employers represented.

“Handshake provides a portal to opportunities for students and alumni in 
a fashion we’ve not had at our disposal,” said Katherine Evans, director of 
career development and internships. “In addition to the benefits Handshake 
offers students, our alumni now have access to the platform to search for 
career opportunities. Alumni also have the opportunity to post positions 
to hire Tigers at their place of employment.”

Alumni can access the platform from the career development site 
www.iw.edu/career-development.

handshake provides a portal 
to opportunities for students 
and alumni in a fashion we’ve 
not had at our disposal.” 

Katherine Evans
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MUSIC AND EDUCATION LEGACIES
Dr. David Johnson and Mrs. Jane Lauer Announce Retirement from IW

Jane lauer
Jane Lauer leaves quite a legacy at Iowa Wesleyan University.  She graduated from Iowa 
Wesleyan in the teacher education program in 1975 and taught Spanish in the Winfield, 
Waco, Wapello and Morning Sun school districts.

In 1992, Jane returned to IW as adult counselor and services coordinator and then as assistant 
director of continuing education. In 1997, she earned her master's degree in higher education 
and became the assistant dean of extended learning in 2001. Beginning in 2009, Jane became 
the teacher education program services administrator.

Jane has been the face of the teacher education program (TEP).  She is the first person a 
prospective student and their parents meet when learning about the TEP, she then leads 
each student through their personal learning path, and, finally, Jane is last person they must 
impress to get recommended for licensure with the State of Iowa.

Students and colleagues describe Jane as warm, caring, encouraging, kind, cheerful, helpful, 
respectful, welcoming, tireless, professional, role model, mentor, friend, confidant and student advocate.

Congratulations, Jane, on a retirement well deserved.

dr. david Johnson, professor emeritus of music
For 18 years, David Johnson has not only impacted the music program at Iowa Wesleyan, 
his impact is also felt in a generation of musicians across our region.

Dr. Johnson was awarded his bachelor of arts in music education from Western Illinois 
University and his master of arts degree in 1988 from Western Kentucky University.  He 
directed high school bands in Kentucky and Illinois for ten years.  Johnson was also an 
adjunct instructor at Campbellsville University for eight years. Johnson earned his doctor 
of education in music education from the University of Louisville in 2000.

Among David’s many accomplishments, he was long-time chair of the IW music division, 
program director, and was named 2017 Methodist Teacher of the Year. He also led 
numerous performances of IW’s Chamber Band, Jazz Big Band and Percussion Ensemble. 
David routinely shares his many talents with the Southeast Iowa Symphony, Mount 

Pleasant Community Chorale, Mount Pleasant Community Theatre and several local jazz groups.

Dakota Howard ’18, commented, “Dr. Johnson is a man who cares about his students.  He will do anything in his power to help 
you with any questions or problems you may be facing.”

Thank you, David, for your numerous contributions to music at Iowa Wesleyan and Southeast Iowa.

Iowa Wesleyan University congratulates Dr. David Johnson and Mrs. Jane Lauer on their retirements after many years of 
dedicated service to Iowa Wesleyan.  We wish them both blessings.

campus news
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The Athletic Hall of Fame and Awards Ceremony 
was held on Friday, April 27, 2018 to recognize the 
accomplishments of past and present members of  
Tiger Athletics. Nearly 350 people gathered in Ruble 
Arena as IW inducted three new members into the 
Athletic Hall of Fame, Class of 2018. Student-athletes 
were honored for their achievements in the classroom  
and their fields of competition.

Charles “Chuck” Harnisch ’57, Heather Bell Davis ’97, 
and Mark T. Willis ’70 were inducted as the newest 
members of the Iowa Wesleyan Athletic Hall of Fame.

Chuck Harnisch lettered in football, baseball, and 
track. He was a member of the 1953 Iowa Conference 
Championship Football Team. During his football 
career at Iowa Wesleyan, Harnisch received the 
following honors: 1956 co-captain, 1956 honorable 
mention Associated Press Little All-American, and 
1956 second team All-Conference. 

Heather Bell Davis was a standout on the women’s 
basketball team. She was a 4x All-Conference recipient 
and earned conference player of the week multiple 
times. In 1996-97 she served as team captain and was 
named most valuable player. Davis ranks first in 
several categories in the IW Women’s basketball career 
records: Points Scored: 1,735, Rebounds: 926, and Free 
Throws Made: 649. Other career records held by Davis 
include: 3rd Field Goals Made: 543, 4th Blocked Shots: 
83, and 9th Field Goal Percentage: 45.4%, and season 
record for most free throws made (216). 

Mark Willis lettered in both football and wrestling.  
He was a First Team All-Conference (Defensive 
Tackle) recipient in 1969 and was awarded NAIA 
District 15 All-District Football honors. Willis was 
named Team MVP by the football coaching staff and 
team while at Iowa Wesleyan. Along with his football 
honors, Willis was also named most valuable performer 
for the wrestling team in 1970. After graduating from 
Iowa Wesleyan, Willis signed professional football 
contracts with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the 
Canadian Football League and the Chicago Bears  
of the National Football League.

Student-Athlete Awards returned to the ceremony this 
year with Male and Female Scholar Athlete of the Year, 
Male and Female Athlete of the Year, and the Tiger 
Service Award.

IOWA WESLEYAN HONORS PAST 
AND PRESENT STUDENT-ATHLETES
Three Inducted into Athletic Hall of Fame, Student-Athlete 
Accomplishments Recognized

Heather Bell Davis ’97 and Mark Willis '70

continued on page 34
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“the hall of fame and awards ceremony is always an exciting event for the athletic 
department. we have the privilege to welcome back outstanding members of tiger 
athletics and recognize them for their accomplishments during their time on 
campus and in life after iw.” derek zander, athletic director

SAVE THE DATE
The 2019 Athletic Hall of Fame 

Ceremony will be held on 
June 8, 2019. 
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Christian Henriksen

Sheridan Gealow

Grace Alongi

Brock Butler

Allegra Collette

Darby Massner

Josie Zerrusen

34

Christian Henriksen was named Male Scholar Athlete of the Year. Not only a member of 
the football team, he preaches and plays music for the student led worship service, as well as 
occasionally preaches at the Open Bible Church in Mount Pleasant. Henriksen holds a 3.97 grade 
point average.

Sheridan Gealow was named Female Scholar Athlete of the Year. She is a member of the softball 
team, and the Teacher Education program at Iowa Wesleyan. She maintains a 3.91 grade point 
average while being a member of the Student Government Association, student teaching, 
Orientation Crew, and Student Union Board President.

Grace Alongi received Female Athlete of the Year for her record setting freshman season on the 
women’s soccer team. She led the team with 16 goals scored, an Iowa Wesleyan single season 
record. She broke the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference record of goals scored in a 
game with seven. Grace earned United States Collegiate Athletic Conference (USCAA) First 
Team All-American honors, one of only two freshman to receive the honor. 

Brock Butler took home the Male Athlete of the Year Award after a stellar senior season. He was 
a USCAA First Team All-American, as well as SLIAC First Team All-Conference averaging 
27 points per game. He was a top offensive threat in the conference this year, leading the league 
in points scored and made field goals. Butler recorded eight games with over thirty points scored, 
including a career high 46 points against Blackburn and a 45 point performance against MacMurray. 
He finished his career at Iowa Wesleyan in seventh on the all-time scoring list with 1,573 points, 
fourth in free throw percentage (79.2), and second in three point field goals made (233). 

Allegra Collette received the Tiger Service Award. She is a member of the volleyball team, is a 
resident advisor, on the Student Athlete Advisory Committee, and Orientation Crew. She holds 
a part time job and is active in her church worship team. With all this, Allegra maintains a 3.99 
grade point average. She received USCAA National All-Academic honors, as well as SLIAC Fall 
All-Academic team honors.

Along with the student-athlete awards of USCAA National All-Academic and USCAA All-
American, Darby Massner received recognition for her CoSIDA Academic All-America honors.  
Massner also became the first individual from Iowa Wesleyan to receive the SLIAC Post Graduate 
Scholarship, which is awarded to two graduating seniors that are nominated by the institutions 
Faculty Athletic Representatives.

Josie Zerrusen was named the recipient of the Lori Williams Wright Award. The award is 
presented to a senior women’s basketball player who exhibits extraordinary leadership ability, 
academic success, and athletic ability. This award was first presented in 2012.

we have many remarkable student-athletes on campus right now 
and this event allows us to lift up their accomplishments on 
and off their respective playing fields, as well as recognize the 
dedication they show to the university.” derek zander, director of athletics

continued from page 32
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MAIN STREET IOWA NAMES
PARTNER OF THE YEAR
Iowa Wesleyan Student-Athletes Awarded
With the launch of  “Committing to Excellence,” earlier 
this year, a major theme in the strategic vision for the 
athletic department is community involvement. The 
Iowa Wesleyan University Athletic Department has hit 
the ground running in this area, seeking out ways to 
become more visible and strengthen relationships in the 
Mount Pleasant community. One way the IW Athletic 
Department has gone about this is to reach out to the 
Mount Pleasant Chamber office, offering volunteers for 
events the Chamber hosts throughout the year.  The 
greater focus on partnering with the Mount Pleasant 
Chamber has drawn the attention of 
others, as Iowa Wesleyan University 
student athletes have been named Main 
Street Iowa Partner of the Year for the state 
of Iowa.

The Main Street Iowa Awards Celebration 
was held in Des Moines, Iowa on Friday, 
April 13, 2018. The event has been held for 
the past 32 years and honors outstanding 
accomplishments, activities, and individuals that are 
making a difference in Main Street districts across 
the state. Director of Athletics, Derek Zander, 
Josie Zerrusen (women’s basketball), Hunter Clark 
(volleyball, women’s golf, and women’s basketball), and 
Allegra Collette (volleyball) traveled to Des Moines 
to accept the Chamber Partner of the Year award on 

behalf of the Iowa Wesleyan Athletic Department 
and student-athletes.

Iowa Wesleyan student-athletes were seen at various 
Chamber events throughout the year.  Members of the 
women’s basketball team helped serve chili at the Chili 
Cook Off.  The men’s basketball team volunteered 
at Pints in the Park and the Farm to Table Event.  
Members of the Iowa Wesleyan athletic department 
also participated at the Rock Around the Block and 
Witch Way to Main events hosted by the Chamber.

Zander continued, “Having our student-athletes 
engaged in events with community members creates 
a deeper connection between the University and the 
members of the community of Mount Pleasant and 
surrounding areas. Our student-athletes and athletic 
department staff are very thankful and appreciative 
of the support of this wonderful community. 

because learning and community is one of our 
core values, i think it is only fitting that we 
find ways to be involved in the community. main 
street mount pleasant and the chamber have 
been great partners as we invest our time in 
the community.” derek zander, director of athletics
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TIGER ATHLETIC 
APPRECIATION DAY
The annual Tiger Athletic Appreciation Day was held on 
February 3, 2018 during the Iowa Wesleyan men’s and 
women’s basketball games against Webster University. 
Some of the highlights of this event included halftime 
entertainment, free giveaways, performances from IW's 
Primae Voces, and much more!  Members of the Mount 
Pleasant Panthers youth basketball team also competed in a 
five on five contest during halftime of the women’s game. 

During the men's half time, Hy-Vee Kids Fit program 
concluded their weekend activity with fitness challenges 
and highlighted the winning class from the previous 
days competition.  The Kids Fit event was held on 
Friday, February 2nd, and consisted of fitness challenges 
for fifth and sixth grade classes in the Howe Student 
Activity Center. The winning class also received signed 
basketballs from the Iowa Wesleyan men's and women's 
basketball teams. 

The Iowa Wesleyan men’s and women’s basketball teams 
also recognized their seniors prior to tipoff of each game. 
The men’s team had three seniors, while the women’s 
basketball team had five seniors that were honored. 

Iowa Wesleyan will host this year’s Tiger Athletic Appreciation Day on Saturday, January 26th, 2019 during the 
men’s and women’s basketball games against Spalding University. Doors will open at 12pm, with the women’s 
game beginning at 1pm and the men following at 3pm.
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TIGER ATHLETICS IS 
OFF AND RUNNING
The Iowa Wesleyan athletic department is off and 
running with the additions of Cross Country and Track 
and Field.  These programs bring Iowa Wesleyan to 
fourteen NCAA sponsored sports and provide additional 
opportunities for student-athletes to compete in NCAA 
collegiate competition.  

After conducting a national search, Coach Chris Creal 
was selected to lead both the men's and women's cross 
country and track and field programs.  In Cross Country, 
Creal led both the men’s and women’s teams as they 

competed in five regular season meets as well as the 
St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SLIAC) 
Championship and the NCAA DIII Regional meets. 
IW freshman, Sierra Howardson, raced to a SLIAC 
First Team All-Conference honor and nearly every 

member of both the men’s 
and women’s cross country 
teams set personal bests 
throughout the season. 

The Iowa Wesleyan athletic department determined 
Track and Field competition will begin in the Spring of 
2020 with Creal at the helm.

Coach Creal has been in the dual role of head cross 
country and head track and field coach before. Prior 
to joining Iowa Wesleyan, he served as the head men’s 

cross country and track and field 
coach and assistant women’s cross 
country and track and field coach at 
St. Gregory’s University in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma.

“We are excited to have Chris in 
this position and believe he will be 
a great asset for the University. He 

did a great job of getting our Cross Country programs up 
and running, and I look forward to his leadership of our 
Track and Field program as we prepare for competition 
in the spring of 2020,” said Derek Zander, Director of 
Athletics.

i am very humbled that the university has put its 
trust in me to start not only the cross country 
program, but the track and field program as well. 
i look forward to building and strengthening iowa 
wesleyan's competitive spirit with Quality student-
athletes,” creal stated.

pictured below are the Men's and Women's Tiger Cross Country Teams
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Pat Barrett Kimball Martin ’50, celebrated her 89th 
Birthday in September 2017. Pat lives in Wheaton, IL and 
enjoys wearing her purple coat. 

Jean Tyler Wonderlin ’69, retired after 
24 years of working in a school environment. 
She is currently working part-time with a 
school in New Jersey. Jean enjoys traveling to 
Florida to visit her grandchildren as well as 
caring for her 95-year-old mother.

70s
Judy Bethmann ’71, is the New 
Horizons band director at New 
Mexico State University. Judy 
resides in Las Cruces, NM.

Bonnie Briscoe Shanley ’72, 
and her husband Bart celebrated 
their 44th wedding anniversary on 
March 2, 2018. Bonnie and Bart 
reside in Hayward, WI. 

Maureen Quigley ’73, is 
enjoying her retirement, practicing 
MARI, Therapeutic Massage 
and industrial dance. She will be 
taking a trip to Europe in the fall 
of 2018. Maureen travels to parts 
of the U.S. in her Vardo, when 
she is not volunteering at the local 
library in Phelps, NY,

Mark Frels ’76, of Wyanet, IL published 
his second business book, More Common 
Sense. His first book, Common Sense, and 
More Common Sense, provide information 
to those engaged in association 
management.

John Tice ’78, has retired from New York 
State after 30 years of service. John plans 
on enjoying time with his family, playing 
golf, and riding his Harley.

80s
Dawn Ann Tish ’80, moved back to Iowa 
where she is a social worker with the State 
of Iowa.

Rick Fischer ’81, retired after 35 years in 
radio at KMEM 100.5, in Memphis, MO.

Peggy Whitson ’81, was awarded the 
Iowa Wesleyan Presidential Medal of 
Outstanding Merit, in February, 2018, 
and received the Robert D. Ray Pillar of 
Character Award in West Des Moines, IA, 
in April, 2018.

Cecilia Conlon Turoff  ’82, of 
Libertyville, IL became a grandmother 
when her daughter, Allison Rhoades, gave 
birth to a baby girl, Really Jean Rhoades, 
on March 9, 2018. Really as 7 pounds 4 
ounces.

Alan Hilton ’84, is beginning his second 
year as the Public Address Announcer 
for the Quad City River Bandits in 
Davenport, IA. 

Karen Bodman Olderog ’87, retired 
as Vice President of Business Process 
Improvement at HNI Corporation on 
October 12, 2017. Karen currently lives in 
Clive, IA.

40s
Lyle Swan ’48, of Mount Pleasant, IA 
celebrated his 97th birthday August 4, 
2017.

50s 

60s
Raymon Noble ’62, retired in 2017 
after an extensive career as an Internal 
Medicine physician. His last years were 
as Medical Director of a local hospice 
organization where he was honored by 
local and state legislatures in Maryland. 
He lives with his wife, Phyllis, in Port 
Republic, MD. They have six children 
and fourteen grandchildren. In the past 
thirty years, they have traveled to nearly 
every continent. They became successful 
glass artists, creating stained and fused 
glass pieces.

Dale Stackhouse ’65, is enjoying 
retirement in the “Land of 
Enchantment”, Capitan, NM, with his 
wife, Roberta.

class notes | fall 2017 - spring 2018

Major Eric Morin USAF  
(RET) ’76, took an around the 
world trip in 2017. He made stops 
in the Republic of Korea, Helsinki, 
Finland, Munich, Germany, 
Philadelphia, PA., and Phoenix, 
AZ, before returning to his home 
in Brazil.
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Chuck Sengstock ’87, received his 
Doctor of Education in Leadership in 
December, 2017, from Drake University, 
Des Moines, IA. Chuck continues to 
work for the School of Education at 
Drake University as the director of 
continuing education and professional 
development.

Joanne Word Salemink ’88, published 
her first novel, Scout’s Honor. Joanne 
resides in West Branch, IA.

90s
Rebecca Donnelson Payne ’94, earned 
her Masters in Science Ed in Instructional 
Design. She is currently working at HNI 
Corporation in Muscatine, IA, as an 
Applications Administrator.  

Gina Collora Burns ’97, is a newly 
published author of two children’s books, 
We All Have Guardian Angels and God’s 
Original Superheros! Gina resides in 
Mount Pleasant, IA. 

Cindy Riepe Henry ’99, works as a 
Customer Relations Specialist for the 
Greater Burlington Partnership in 
Burlington, IA.

00s
Shane Owen ’03, and his wife, Ann, 
welcomed their first born, Ethan, on 
March 15, 2018. The Owen family reside 
in Alpharetta, GA.  

Brooke Priesman Gevock ’05, received 
her Ph. D. in Education from Drake 
University on November 10, 2017. Her 
dissertation was title, “A Multi-Case 
Study of the School Experience of Rural 
High School Gifted English Language 
Learners in One Midwest State.” Dr. 
Gevock is currently a talented and gifted 
teacher at Ottumwa High School in 
Ottumwa, IA, and an adjunct instructor 
for the Graduate Program in Education 
at Morningside College in Sioux City, IA. 

laurie wolf ’78 
Recognized for Lifetime 
Achievement
Recently retired Des Moines Area 
Community College (DMACC) 
executive dean of student services  
Dr. Laurie Wolf received the National 
Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators (NASFAA) Lifetime 
Achievement Award. This is the 
highest award that NASFAA can 
bestow on one of its members or an 
individual affiliated with a member 
organization. 

Dr. Wolf led the efforts of a vital articulation agreement between 
DMACC and Iowa Wesleyan in the nursing division. DMACC 
students may now get their bachelor of science in nursing from Iowa 
Wesleyan University by experiencing one of the nation’s best online 
nursing programs as recognized by US News and World Report. 

i have long been an advocate of our great 
university and love what iowa wesleyan did for my 
life,” dr. wolf said.

Dr. Wolf received the award at the 2017 NASFAA National 
Conference, held in San Diego. Although Dr. Wolf recently 
retired from DMACC, she continues to represent all 15 of Iowa’s 
community colleges as a legislative liaison.

“We were thrilled to be able to extend our Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Laurie this year,” said NASFAA President Justin Draeger. 
“For much of her career, she was actively involved at the state, 
regional, and national levels. During her time as our 2010-11 national 
chair, she helped to lead the charge on NASFAA’s reauthorization 
and legislative efforts. Her work – both with Des Moines Area 
Community College and as chairwoman of NASFAA – has 
impacted millions of students. We cannot thank Laurie enough 
for the work she put in over the years to help community college 
students and underserved populations afford college.”
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Nichelle Maske ’06 and Amber Pence 
’08, were joined in marriage on September 
23, 2017. The couple make their home in La 
Harpe, IL

Courtney Wheatley ’08, was married to 
Caleb Guy on February 24, 2018. Courtney 
resides in Fountain Hills, AZ were she is a 
senior research fellow at the Mayo Clinic in 
Scottsdale, AZ.  

Ashlee Winner Coyle ’09, and her 
husband Lt. Col. Michael, welcomed a 
daughter, Addison Aryn, into the world 
on January 29. Addison weighed 7 pounds 
4 ounces and was 19.5 inches long. She 
joins her 2-year-old sister Avery. Ashlee 
and Michael call Cheyenne, WY, home, 
where Ashlee is a senior director at Nerium 
International and Lt. Col. Coyle is currently 
deployed in Iraq until the end of October 
2018. 

Andrew Welter-Frost ’09, has moved 
to Tampa, FL, where his husband is in 
his second year as a cardiology fellow 
and Andrew is a 4th grade advanced/
gifted teacher at a public charter school in 
Dunedin, FL.

10s
Raigan Wear Brown ’10, husband Ben, 
and big sister Hattie welcome a baby boy, 
Jett Robert on May 17, 2017. Jett weighed 
8 pounds. The Brown family live in 
Carthage, IL.

Bayquon McDonald ’10, married 
Patrice Williams McDonald on April 21, 
2018.

Pam Burns Bishop ’11, and her 
husband, Jake, welcomed a son, Jonathan 
Edward, into the world on November 
8, 2017. Jonathan weighed 9 pounds 10 
ounces and was 22 inches long. Pam and 
Jake reside in Lisbon, IA.

Katie Jammer Sloane ’11, was named 
D1 Women’s Club Coach of The Year 
for the 2017-2018 season. Katie coaches 
the University of Iowa Women’s Club 
Volleyball team.

Heather Hurlbut Braggs ’11, 
graduated from Purdue University Global 
with her master of science in psychology, 
on March 13, 2018. Heather is a program 
coordinator, Specialty Foster Care at 
Devereux Advanced Behavioral Heath 
Georgia in Kennesaw, GA. 

Stevie Schrier Griffin ’12, married 
Cory Griffin on October 7, 2017. The 
couple reside in Columbus Junction, IA. 
Stevie is a quality control lab analyst at 
Monsanto Company.

Erin Noon Kay ’12, married Jeremy Kay 
on November 17, 2017, the couple call Iowa 
City, IA, home.

 Jay ’12 and Hannah Zaiser Olson ’12, 
welcomed a daughter, Eloise Lynn, on 
March 3, 2018. Eloise weighed 7 pounds 8.6 
ounces and was 20.5 inches long. 

Blake ’12 and Ashley Mysliwiec Smith 
’13, welcomed their second son, Sullivan 
Joseph, on April 17, 2018, weighing 7 
pounds 5.46 Ounces. Sully joins his brother, 
Brooks, at home in Booker Bay, New South 
Wales, Australia.

Sonja Holmes ’13, was engaged to Jacob 
Neilson on January 11, 2017.

Rachel Grover Tyrrell ’13, and her 
husband Eddie, of Urbandale, IA, welcomed 
a boy, Oliver James, into the world on April 
19, 2018.

Caitlin Hibben ’14, is a registered nurse at 
Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, 
MO. 

Ashley Stube ’14, was engaged to Jeremy 
Peden in November, 2017.

Jamarco Clark ’14, received the Mount 
Mercy University (MMU) Student 
Government Association Staff of the Year 
Award for the 2017-2018 school year. The 
award recognized a staff member who, 
through the eyes of the students, consistently 

Molly Neidert Dodd ’10, and her 
husband Jason, of Hiawatha, IA, 
welcomed a daughter Loretta Sue 
on January 5, 2018. Loretta weighed 
6 pounds 14 ounces and joins her 
brother, Everett.

Trent Hoekstra ’15 and Janessa Kongable ’16, 
were joined in marriage on September 9, 2017 at 
Spirit Hollow Golf Course in Burlington, IA.



IW.EDU 41

class notes

demonstrates dedication and commitment 
to assistance, support, and encouragement 
in their interactions with students. Clark 
received his master of strategic leadership 
from MMU in May 2018.  

In Memoriam
Rev. Ivor Koch ’52, October 21, 2017, 
Wichita Falls, KS. Ivor was preceded in 
death by his parents, Fred and Elisie Koch, 
and sister, Linda Bates.

Robert Leo ’68, October 29, 2017, San 
Antonio, TX. Bob is survived by his wife, 
Marilyn Trapp Leo ’67, two daughters 
Sheryl Jefferson and Kristi Leo, a son 
Michael Leo, six grandchildren, and his 
brother David Leo.

Dr. George Sheldon ’56, October 29, 
2017, Bentonville, AR. Survivors include 
his wife, Joyce, and four children, Phillip 
Sheldon, David Sheldon, Joan Heguy, and 
Christine King.

John Eibl ’63, November 26, 2017, Paso 
Robles, CA. John is survived by his brother 
Carl Eibl.

Alice Maybury Middlekauff  ’51, 
August 15, 2017, Conway, AR. Alice 
is survived by her husband, Dallas 
Middlekauff.

Eileen Roth ’69, December 5, 2017, 
Wayland IA. Eileen is survived by her 
children, Patty Bancroft, Jerry Roth, and 
Jay Roth, and her brother, Gerald Buzzard. 
Eileen was preceded in death by her 
husband Royce Roth. 

Rev. Frank Coffen ’94, January 25, 2018, 
Mt. Union, IA. Frank was survived by 
his second wife, Tammi Coffen, and his 
children Sherry Naylor, Charlie Naylor, 
Kristopher Bowen, Cristi Bieri, Ami Bieri, 
Cori Bieri and Mandi Bieri. Frank was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Joyce, 
daughter, April, and his parents, Frank and 
Helen Coffen.

rick fischer ’81  
Historic Broadcasting Career
Rick Fischer’s very first day at work ended with the broadcaster signing 
off as KMEM in Memphis went off the air that night. Now, after 35 
years broadcasting over those same airwaves on March 29, 1982, Fischer 
will be signed off for the last time with a historic broadcasting career.

Fischer, who grew up in Luray and graduated from Wyaconda High 
School, was an aspiring actor, working toward a theatre arts and English 
degree at Iowa Wesleyan University.

After graduating in 1981, he went on the road touring as an actor with 
the last remaining tent comedy theatre in America, the Tobie and Susie 
Show, based out of Mount Pleasant.

“I am very blessed,” said Fischer. “I was lucky enough to tour and act 
and be the person hired in this seat, who got to be a part of all of these 
amazing interviews and to meet a lot of famous folks.”

KMEM also put Fischer front stage for some memorable celebrations via 
the station’s sports coverage including Mizzou college athletics and St. 
Louis Cardinals baseball.

Fischer spent nearly 30 years broadcasting Clark County football and was 
there for the 2008 state championship.

It was times like this that were at the heart of Fischer’s drive to be a good 
steward of his community.

“A wise man told me once that the way to make a radio station successful 
was to support the community and its activities,” said Fischer. “That 
became a life mission for me. I’ve always tried to be a best friend to this 
community and an avid supporter of everything that goes on here.”

Fischer praised the thankless sacrifices made by his wife, Teresa, over the 
years to support his career.
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norman marrah ’69 
50th Anniversary Celebration  
and More…
Norman Marrah ’69 and his wife Diane celebrated their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary by taking their family on a 12 day sea 
cruise to Alaska. 

Norman is a retired U.S. Food & Drug compliance officer, 
and a former manager of environmental health for the Nevada 
Department of Health, based in Las Vegas. Norman credits 
his 45 year career in environmental health in part to Professor 
Dolores Poulter Wilson and William Poulter who encouraged 
him to pursue a career in the natural sciences.

Norman and family are also celebrating the one million 
dollars he and daughter Jennifer won in a contest at the  
Rio Casino & Hotel in Las Vegas.  The hostess of the event 
was Vanna White of Wheel of Fortune fame.

Members of the “Iowa Wesleyan Breakfast Club” met in 
Naperville, IL on April 12, 2018.

Back (L to R) Gary Walcott ’72, Warren Ludvigsen ’74,  
Bob Scarpino ’72.

Front (L to R) Theresa Walcott, Debbie Hansen, Dave 
Hansen ’72, Jim Heidel ’72, Ivan Ewing ’74.

Yvonne Vickroy Dewein ’76, February 12, 2018, West 
Des Moines, IA. Yvonne is survived by her husband 
Richard Dewein ’72, her daughter, Sarah Reigmann, and 
son, Andrew Dewein. 

Randy Bailey ’76, February 16, 2018, Burlington, IA. 
Randy is survived by his mother, Shirley Bailey, three 
children, Christine Kline, Ben, and John Bailey, two 
brothers, Kevin and Ridge Bailey, and two sisters, Susan 
Rinn, and Dinah Bailey. Randy was preceded in death by 
his father, Leslie Bailey. 

Dan Hansen ’72, February 17, 2018, Des Moines, IA. 
Daniel is survived by his wife, Diana Walter Hansen ’73, 
daughter Dana Borcherding, and grand daughter, Kahlan 
Borcherding.

Peter Cech ’63, February 28, 2018, Cable, WI. Peter is 
survived by his children, Berry Cech and Kim Frumveller. 
Peter was preceded in death by his brother Jimmy Cech.

Sandra Smith Perrin ’62, March 8, 2018, Park View, 
IA. Sandra is survived by her husband, Jerry, and two sons, 
Rodney and Corey Perrin.

Elizabeth Howell Hays ’75, April 18, 2018, Portland, 
TN. Elizabeth was preceded in death by her husbands, 
Robert Lenix, Roger Gittings, and John Hays, and son, 
David Lenix. She is survived by her daughter Mary 
Antoinette, stepson, Anthony Turner, step daughters Peggy, 
Kathy, and Becky, and sister, Norma Lloyd.

Helen Colby Swiers ’71, April 18, 2018. Fort Madison, 
IA. Her husband, Theodore Schulte, second husband, 
Richard Swiers, daughter, Deena Schulte, and brother, 
Craig Colby, preceded Helen in death. Helen is survived by 
her two daughters, Michele Franks and Lynn Hoyer and her 
two sons Joe and Craig Schulte.

class notes | fall 2017 - spring 2018
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Judy mccarty  ’65  
Receives Distinguished Service Award
The Iowa Golf Association awarded McCarty for her years of service to the game of 
golf, both as a player and a volunteer, at Elmwood County Club in Marshalltown.

When McCarty was pursuing a degree to become a physical education teacher at 
Iowa Wesleyan, golf was the furthest thing from her mind. However, one of her 
assignments at the Mount Pleasant school was to teach a class in golf. McCarty 
went to the library and read up on the sport. Little did she know, both golf and the 
library would become big parts of her life.

McCarty spent 35 years as a media specialist at Fort Madison High School before 
retiring in 2000. She now spends her winters in Florida golfing.

For McCarty, it all started with a class at Iowa Wesleyan and it ended up being a lifetime achievement.

“I’ve just loved meeting people through golf all over the state,” McCarty said. “I have a lot of friends in Iowa.”

fy17 fall purple & white corrections

The diaper drive was conducted by the Community Health Nursing Class not the Student Nursing Association for Houston 
area f lood victims.

Jack Kaminski is survived by his wife Karen and their child Zoe Kaminski. He is also survived by his former wife, Christine 
Pappas (Strandwitz ’67), and the three children they had together, John Kaminski, Michael Kaminski and MaryAnne Kaminski 
Ruffner.

tiger pride 
world wide! 

Submit photos of your travels or gatherings 
with other Tigers  (please include names) 
and we’ll include them in the next issue 

of the Purple & White Magazine.

www.iw.edu/store
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Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Celebration 
January 22, 2019 

Tiger Appreciation Day 
January 26, 2019 

SEISO Concert 
February 10, 2019 

Founders Day Celebration 
February 15, 2019 

Presidential Scholars Day 
February 18, 2019 

SEISO Concert 
March 17, 2019 

Mansfield Symposium  
March 21, 2019 

Discover Wesleyan Day 
April 6, 2019 

BBQ at the Ballpark 
April 7, 2019 

Centennial Choir 
Celebration 
April 13, 2019

Special Olympics 
April 13, 2019 

Awards Day  
April 25, 2019 

Manning Lecture  
April 2019 
 
Student-Athlete Awards 
Ceremony
April 26, 2019 

Senior Art Exhibit Reception
May 3, 2019 

Nursing Pinning Ceremony
May 3, 2019 

Baccalaureate/Commencement 
May 4, 2019 

Tiger Club Athletic Golf Outing &
Athletic Hall of Fame Ceremony 
June 8, 2019
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